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FSA County Committee 
Elections to Begin; Producers 
to Receive Ballots Week of 
November 9 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin 
mailing ballots to eligible farmers and ranchers 
across the country for the 2015 FSA County 
Committee elections on Monday, Nov. 9, 2015. 
Producers must return ballots to their local FSA 
offices by Dec. 7, 2015, to ensure that their vote is 
counted.  

Nearly 7,700 FSA County Committee members 
serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee in 
Georgia has 3 to 5 elected members who serve 
three-year terms of office. One-third of county 
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committee seats are up for election each year. 
County committee members apply their knowledge 
and judgment to help FSA make important 
decisions on its commodity support programs; 
conservation programs; indemnity and disaster 
programs; emergency programs and eligibility. 

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA 
program to be eligible to vote in the county 
committee election. Approximately 1.9 million 
producers are currently eligible to vote.  Farmers 
and ranchers who supervise and conduct the 
farming operations of an entire farm, but are not of 
legal voting age, also may be eligible to vote.  

Farmers and ranchers will begin receiving their 
ballots the week of Nov. 9. Ballots include the 
names of candidates running for the local 
committee election. FSA has modified the ballot, 
making it more easily identifiable and less likely to 
be overlooked. Voters who do not receive ballots in 
the coming week can pick one up at their local FSA 
office. Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked 
no later than Dec. 7, 2015. Newly elected 
committee members and their alternates will take 
office Jan. 1, 2016. 

For more information, visit the FSA website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  You may also contact 
your local USDA Service Center or FSA 
office.  Visit http://offices.usda.gov to find an FSA 
office near you.  

 

 

USDA Issues Safety-Net Payments to Farmers Facing Market 
Downturn  
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA)  announced in an October 26, 2015 news release that, nearly 
one-half of the 1.7 million farms that signed up for either the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs will receive safety-net payments for the 2014 crop year.  

Unlike the old direct payments program, which paid farmers in good years and bad, the 2014 Farm 
Bill authorized a new safety-net that protects producers only when market forces or adverse 
weather cause unexpected drops in crop prices or revenues. 

Example: The corn price for 2014 is 30 percent below the historical benchmark price used by the 
ARC-County program, and revenues of the farms participating in the ARC-County program are 
down by about $20 billion from the benchmark during the same period. The nearly $4 billion 
provided today by the ARC and PLC safety-net programs will give assistance to producers where 
revenues dropped below normal.” 
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The ARC/PLC programs primarily allow producers to continue to produce for the market by making 
payments on a percentage of historical base production, limiting the impact on production decisions. 

Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91 percent of corn farms, and 66 percent of wheat farms 
elected the ARC-County coverage option.  Ninety-nine percent of long grain rice and peanut farms, 
and 94 percent of medium grain rice farms elected the PLC option. Overall, 76 percent of 
participating farm acres are protected by ARC-County, 23 percent by PLC, and 1 percent by ARC-
Individual. For data about other crops, as well as state-by-state program election results, final PLC 
price and payment data, and other program information including frequently asked questions, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

Crops receiving assistance include barley, corn, grain sorghum, lentils, oats, peanuts, dry peas, 
soybeans, and wheat.  In the upcoming months, disbursements will be made for other crops after 
marketing year average prices are published by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. Any 
disbursements to participants in ARC-County or PLC for long and medium grain rice (except for 
temperate Japonica rice) will occur in November, for remaining oilseeds and also chickpeas in 
December, and temperate Japonica rice in early February 2016. ARC-individual payments will begin 
in November. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. 

The Budget Control Act of 2011, passed by Congress, requires USDA to reduce payments by 6.8 
percent. For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local Farm Service Agency 
office. To find a local Farm Service Agency office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Extends Deadline to Increase Protections for Forage 
Crop Losses  
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) deadline for producers to obtain or modify higher levels of 
coverage through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) to protect against poor 
forage crop quality because of drought or other natural disasters where the forage is intended for 
mechanical harvest has been extended to Nov. 13, 2015.  

For some 2016 forage crops, the application deadline for NAP occurred before information became 
available to measure losses due to quality that could influence loss payments, so the deadline was 
extended so that producers have more time to decide what type of modified coverage works best for 
their operation. 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program protects agricultural crops for which crop 
insurance is not available from losses due to natural disasters, such as drought, freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes. The program offers basic coverage at 55 percent 
of the average market price for crop losses exceeding 50 percent of expected production, and 
higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average 
market price. Higher coverage is not available on grazing crops.  However, the extension does not 
afford producers the opportunity to purchase basic 50/55 NAP coverage. 

Producers interested in adjusting their NAP coverage must submit the appropriate paperwork to 
their local FSA county office before the Nov. 13 deadline. To find your local USDA Service Center 
go to http://offices.usda.gov. For more details on the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.   
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New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of 
Farmers and Ranchers  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture recently announced a commitment by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) to prioritize $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and 
services that serve new and beginning farmers and ranchers. Deputy Secretary Harden also 
announced a new, tailored web tool designed to connect burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with 
programs and resources available to help them get started.  

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on 
feedback from new and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity 
with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site 
features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, from writing 
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business 
owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s 
Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services 
that may meet their needs.  

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, 
USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 
6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded 
outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning 
farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets, 
supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant 
training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards 
meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available 
at: BFR-Commitment-Factsheet. 

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 
percent of farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we 
have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is 
encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American agriculture. 
According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is 
agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United 
States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women 
make up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment 
higher education graduates in the United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets 
showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.  

This announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next 
generation of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market 
opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; 
and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.   

 

USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection Program Deadline 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the deadline to enroll for the dairy Margin 
Protection Program for coverage in 2016 has been extended until Nov. 20, 2015.  The voluntary 
program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance to participating farmers 
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when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the 
coverage level selected by the farmer. 

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to 
calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed 
via computer, smartphone or tablet. 

Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to make a coverage election for 2016 and pay the 
$100 administration fee. Although any unpaid premium balances for 2015 must be paid in full by the 
enrollment deadline to remain eligible for higher coverage levels in 2016, premiums for 2016 are not 
due until Sept. 1, 2016. Also, producers can work with milk marketing companies to remit premiums 
on their behalf.  

To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, contact your local FSA county office.  To find 
your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

Payments under the program may be reduced by a certain percentage due to a sequester order 
required by Congress and issued pursuant to the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985.  Should a payment reduction be necessary, FSA will reduce the payment by the 
required amount.  

 

Secretary Vilsack Announces Additional 800,000 Acres 
Dedicated to Conservation Reserve Program for Wildlife 
Habitat and Wetlands  
Secretary Hails Program’s 30th Anniversary, Announces General Signup Period 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that an additional 800,000 acres of highly 
environmentally sensitive land may be enrolled in Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) under 
certain wetland and wildlife initiatives that provide multiple benefits on the same land. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will accept new offers to participate in CRP under a 
general signup to be held Dec. 1, 2015, through Feb. 26, 2016. Eligible existing program 
participants with contracts expiring Sept. 30, 2015, will be granted an option for one-year 
extensions. Farmers and ranchers interested in removing sensitive land from agricultural production 
and planting grasses or trees to reduce soil erosion, improve water quality and restore wildlife 
habitat are encouraged to enroll.  

For 30 years, the Conservation Reserve Program has helped farmers and ranchers prevent more 
than 8 billion tons of soil from eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to cropland 
by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and even sequester 43 million tons of greenhouse gases 
annually, equal to taking 8 million cars off the road. 

The voluntary Conservation Reserve Program allows USDA to contract with agricultural producers 
so that environmentally sensitive land is conserved.  Participants establish long-term, resource-
conserving plant species to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. 
In return, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides participants with rental payments and cost-
share assistance. Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years. 

CRP protects water quality and restores significant habitat for ducks, pheasants, turkey, quail, deer 
and other important wildlife which spurs economic development like hunting and fishing, outdoor 
recreation and tourism across rural America.  This announcement allows an additional 800,000 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMDI5LjM3NTc0NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTAyOS4zNzU3NDQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTExNTIxJmVtYWlsaWQ9aXNhYmVsLmJlbmVtZWxpc0B3ZGMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWlzYWJlbC5iZW5lbWVsaXNAd2RjLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
http://offices.usda.gov/


acres for duck nesting habitat and other wetland and wildlife habitat initiatives to be enrolled in the 
program. 

Farmers and ranchers should consider the various CRP continuous sign-up initiatives that may help 
target specific resource concerns.  Financial assistance is offered for many practices including 
conservation buffers and pollinator habitat plantings, and initiatives such as the highly erodible 
lands, bottomland hardwood tree and longleaf pine. 

Farmers and ranchers may visit their FSA county office for additional information. The 2014 Farm 
Bill authorized the enrollment of grasslands in CRP and information on grasslands enrollment will be 
available after the regulation is published later this summer. 

 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)  
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather events. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, tornados, wildfires, and lightning.  

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A 
notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock 
occurs.   Participants must provide a notice of loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss 
occurred and verifiable documentation of the loss before the request for benefits can be processed.  

Producer suffering livestock losses are encouraged to contact their local FSA office as soon as 
livestock deaths are incurred to arrange for a farm visit by FSA personnel to verify the loss. 
Because the documentation requirements are so strict as to what constitutes “verifiable” 
documentation, livestock producer should contact one of the following to verify the livestock loss so 
as to insure they have the required verifiable documentation of the livestock death(s): 

·        Visit by FSA personnel 

·        Statement/certification from Extension Agent or veterinarian 

·        Insurance documentation (if available) 

 

Columbia, Elbert, Hart and Lincoln Counties Eligible for 
Emergency Loans Following Presidential Disaster Declaration 
Effective October 15, 2015, Columbia, Elbert, Hart and Lincoln Counties were declared as 
contiguous disaster counties due to severe storms and flooding occurring in South Carolina. Under 
this designation, producers with operations in any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply 
for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent 



of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of 
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

Burke, Columbia, Richmond and Screven Counties Eligible 
for Emergency Loans Following Secretarial Disaster 
Declaration 
Effective October 28, 2015, Burke, Columbia, Richmond and Screven Counties were declared as 
contiguous disaster counties due to excessive rain and flooding occurring in South Carolina. Under 
this designation, producers with operations in any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply 
for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent 
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of 
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

§  Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 

§  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 

§  Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program 
sponsored by FSA 

§  Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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