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USDA Commits $2.5 Million to 
Expand New Farmer Education 
Training Will also Help Returning Service 
Members, Underserved, and Urban Producers 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA has 
announced that $2.5 million in grants is now 
available for projects to educate new and 
underserved farmers about more than 20 Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) programs that can provide 
financial, disaster or technical assistance to the 
agricultural community.  

The grants will be awarded to nonprofits and public 
higher education institutions that develop 
proposals to improve farmer education on topics 
such as financial training, value-added production, 
recordkeeping, property inheritance, and crop 
production practices. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ga


Farm Loan Chief: 
David Laster 

Farm Program Chief: 
Brett Martin 

Public Affairs/Outreach: 
Neal Leonard 

Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation 
or county.  

USDA will conduct four evaluation periods to 
review applications, with the deadlines of Nov. 20, 
2015, Jan. 22, 2015, Mar. 18, 2016, and May 27, 
2016. Awards between $20,000 and $100,000 per 
applicant will be available. To learn more about the 
funding solicitation and the related Farm Service 
Agency programs, details can be found at 
www.grants.gov with the reference number USDA-
FSA-CA-2015-001.  For nonprofits and public 
institutions of higher education that are considering 
participation, an online informational session will 
be conducted on Sept. 28, 2015.  Additional 
information is posted on the Web at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach.    

 

 

Producers Must Report Prevented Planting and Failed Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres 
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility. 

Producers must report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
prevented from planting in order to receive acreage credit.  Prevented planting acreage must be 
reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting 
date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  

According to the Georgia State FSA Office, the final planting dates for winter grains (barley, oats, 
rye and wheat) are November 20, for North Georgia counties and November 30, for Middle and 
South Georgia counties.    

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days 
following the final planting date, a late-filed report is required. Late-filed reports will only be accepted 
ONLY if the prevented planting request is filed at such time that will allow FSA to conduct a farm 
visit to verify the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being planted.  A 
measurement service fee will be charged for late-filed prevented planting requests. 

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report 
failed acres. It is important to note that Failed Acreage Requests are required to be filed before the 
crop is destroyed. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent.  Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including 
grasses.  

Please contact the your local County FSA Office to schedule an appointment to file a Notice of 
Loss. To find your local FSA office visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Offers Flood Impacted Georgia Farmers and Ranchers 
Immediate Disaster Assistance 

http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach
http://offices.usda.gov/


Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy 
Rains  

Georgia Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal farm 
program benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy rains 
and flooding. 

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in 
their recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs and 
loans include:  

·        Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur 
due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must have purchased 
NAP coverage for 2015 crops. 

·        Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock 
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may include 
those determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, tropical 
storms, tornados lightening, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers will be required to provide 
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must 
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock 
is apparent.  

·        Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery 
tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.  

·        Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse 
weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs. ELAP 
covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was purchased or mechanically 
harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the producer's eligible livestock. In 
order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be baled; forage that is only cut, raked or 
windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss is apparent. 

ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has been forced to 
remove livestock from a grazing pasture due to floodwaters. 

For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive 
has been destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes. 

·        Emergency Loan Program – Available to producers with agriculture operations located in a 
county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans 
help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding. 

·        Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and 
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.  

·        HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and ranchers 
to share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another feature to post 
advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability of grazing land or ads 
requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet


To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting 
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by 
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact 
your local FSA Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Producers are Reminded to Complete NASS Crop Surveys  
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices are currently completing 2015 
small grain yield surveys and will contact growers in December to complete row crop yield 
surveys.  If you are one of the producers contacted to complete a 2015 yield survey, we encourage 
your participation and cooperation as many USDA agencies including the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) use the NASS yield data for their programs.   

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, disaster programs, loan and 
commodity programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield data to calculate 
Agriculture Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) benchmark revenues and current year county 
revenues. For example, the 2014 NASS county yield, along with the crop’s marketing year average 
price (MYA), are used to determine the county’s current year revenue to determine if the county will 
trigger an ARC-CO payment. An ARC-CO payment is triggered for a county when the current year 
revenue falls below the guarantee revenue for the crop and crop year. In cases where NASS county 
yield data is not available, the FSA State Committee must determine a county yield using RMA yield 
data or the best available yield data, including assigning a county yield using neighboring county 
yields from NASS or RMA.   

Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential and protected by federal 
law. NASS publishes only aggregate-level data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer 
can be identified. All reports will be available at www.nass.usda.gov.  

 

2015 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES  
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
the their local County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable 
deadline. 

The upcoming acreage reporting date is applicable for the entire state of Georgia: 

November 16, 2015  -  Perennial Forage - includes but is not limited to grass, alfalfa, clover and   

                                     mixed forage intended for hay or grazing 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

·        If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

·        If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. 
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

file:///C:/Users/Brenda.Carlson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/DLAI7CRA/www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMDA1LjQ5ODc3NTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTAwNS40OTg3NzU0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTk5ODE1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ua3JhdXRlckBuZC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9YWFyb24ua3JhdXRlckBuZC51c2RhLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&109&&&http://www.nass.usda.gov/


·        If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA 
office.  

 

USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection Program Deadline 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the deadline to enroll for the dairy Margin 
Protection Program for coverage in 2016 has been extended until Nov. 20, 2015.  The voluntary 
program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance to participating farmers 
when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the 
coverage level selected by the farmer. 

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to 
calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed 
via computer, smartphone or tablet. 

Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to make a coverage election for 2016 and pay the 
$100 administration fee. Although any unpaid premium balances for 2015 must be paid in full by the 
enrollment deadline to remain eligible for higher coverage levels in 2016, premiums for 2016 are not 
due until Sept. 1, 2016. Also, producers can work with milk marketing companies to remit premiums 
on their behalf.  

To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, contact your local FSA county office.  To find 
your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

Payments under the program may be reduced by a certain percentage due to a sequester order 
required by Congress and issued pursuant to the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985.  Should a payment reduction be necessary, FSA will reduce the payment by the 
required amount. 

 

2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 Average Adjusted Gross Income 
Compliance Reviews 
The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 are conducted on 
producers who the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations 
described in [7 CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of 
eligibility or ineligibility.  

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables 
will be established for payments earned directly or indirectly (through an entity) by the producer 
subject to the $900,000 limitation. The Georgia FSA Office has begun notifying producers selected 
for review. If you have any questions about the review process or determinations, please contact 
Jennifer B. Carter, Agricultural Program Specialist, with the Georgia FSA Office at 706/546-2262. 
Producers who receive initial debt notification letters may only appeal the amount of the debt to their 
local FSA office.  Adverse determinations become administratively final 30 days from the date of the 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMDI5LjM3NTc0NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTAyOS4zNzU3NDQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTExNTIxJmVtYWlsaWQ9aXNhYmVsLmJlbmVtZWxpc0B3ZGMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWlzYWJlbC5iZW5lbWVsaXNAd2RjLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
http://offices.usda.gov/


adverse determination letter and can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that 
prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal.  

 

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers  
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that 
producers who apply for FSA farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster 
loss protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The new coverage, available from the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-
insurable crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty 
crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for 
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 
50 percent of production.  Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, 
forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers 
to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also 
apply for FSA credit. 

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible 
for a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 
percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may 
work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their 
fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted 
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native 
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and 
microloans that have a streamlined application process.  

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved 
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at 
https://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Microloans 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for 
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, on Nov. 7, 2014. Microloans offer borrowers 
simplified lending with less paperwork.  

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional 
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans 
are part of USDA’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNTEzLjQ0OTUwNTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDUxMy40NDk1MDU1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTI2NTkzJmVtYWlsaWQ9aXNhYmVsLmJlbmVtZWxpc0B3ZGMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWlzYWJlbC5iZW5lbWVsaXNAd2RjLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://offices.usda.gov
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=small-midsized-farmer-resources.xml


To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will 
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA 
policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to 
meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or 
management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced 
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show 
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase 
real estate. 

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has 
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent. 

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related 
information. 

 

Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

 Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  

 Be unable to get a loan from other sources  

 Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 
above  

 Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 
and assistance from a project advisor.  The project supervisor must recommend the youth 
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.  

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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