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USDA Financial Assistance 
Available to Help Organic 
Farmers Create Conservation 
Buffers 

USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of 
establishing up to 20,000 acres of new 
conservation buffers and other practices on and 
near farms that produce organic crops.   

The financial assistance is available from the 
USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a 
federally funded voluntary program that contracts 
with agricultural producers so that environmentally 
sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but 
instead used for conservation benefits. CRP 
participants establish long-term, resource-
conserving plant species, such as approved 
grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil 
erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife 
habitat. In return, FSA provides participants with 
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rental payments and cost-share assistance. 
Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years.   

For conservation buffers, funds are available for 
establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting 
pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks 
or strips. Interested organic producers can offer 
eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any 
time.   

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic 
farmers include:  

 The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program that provides financial assistance 
for 55 to 100 percent of the average 
market price for organic crop losses 
between 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production due to a natural disaster.  

 Marketing assistance loans that provide 
interim financing to help producers meet 
cash flow needs without having to sell 
crops during harvest when market prices 
are low, and deficiency payments to 
producers who forgo the loan in return for 
a payment on the eligible commodity.  

 A variety of loans for operating expenses, 
ownership or guarantees with outside 
lenders, including streamlined microloans 
that have a lower amount of paperwork.  

 Farm Storage Facility Loans that provide 
low-interest financing to build or upgrade 
storage facilities for organic commodities, 
including cold storage, grain bins, bulk 
tanks and drying and handling equipment.  

 Services such as mapping farm and field 
boundaries and reporting organic acreage 
that can be provided to a farm’s organic 
certifier or crop insurance agent.  

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more 
about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an 
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 
on Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs 
visit a local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To 
find your local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Reporting Organic Crops 

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price 
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.   

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.  

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a 
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:  

 name of certified individuals 

 address 

 telephone number 

 effective date of certification 

 certificate number 

 list of commodities certified 

 name and address of certifying agent 

 a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer 
zone acreage 

 Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from 
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written 
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of 
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.  

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

USDA to Offer Certificates for Farm Commodities Pledged to 
Marketing Loans  

Producers who have crops pledged as collateral for a marketing assistance loan can now purchase 
a commodity certificate that may be exchanged for the outstanding loan collateral. The authority is 
provided by the 2016 Consolidated Appropriations Act, legislation enacted by Congress in 
December. Commodity certificates are available beginning with the 2015 crop in situations where 
the applicable marketing assistance loan rate exceeds the exchange rate. Currently, the only 
eligible commodity is cotton.   

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) routinely provides agricultural producers with marketing 
assistance loans that provide interim cash flow without having to sell the commodities when market 
prices are at harvest time lows.  The loans allow the producer to store and delay the sale of the 
commodity until more favorable market conditions emerge, while also providing for a more orderly 
marketing of commodities throughout the marketing year.   

These loans are considered “nonrecourse” because the loan can be redeemed by delivering the 
commodity pledged as collateral to the government as full payment for the loan upon maturity. 
Commodity certificates are available to loan holders having outstanding nonrecourse loans for 
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds.  These certificates can be purchased at 
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the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of 
commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan.   

Producers may contact their FSA office that maintains their loan or their loan service agent for 
additional information. Producers who do business with Cooperative Marketing Associations (CMA) 
or Designated Marketing Associations (DMA) may contact their respective associations for 
additional information.  To learn more about commodity certificates, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  

 

USDA Removes Farm Program Payments to Managers Not 
Actively Engaged in Farming  

USDA finalized a rule to ensure that farm safety-net payments are issued only to active managers 
of farms that operate as joint ventures or general partnerships, consistent with the direction and 
authority provided by Congress in the 2014 Farm Bill. The action, which exempts family farm 
operations, closes a loophole where individuals who were not actively part of farm management still 
received payments.  

Since 1987, the broad definition of “actively engaged” resulted in some general partnerships and 
joint ventures adding managers to the farming operation, qualifying for more payments, that did not 
substantially contribute to management. The rule applies to operations seeking more than one farm 
manager, and requires measureable, documented hours and key management activities each year. 
Some operations of certain sizes and complexity may be allowed up to three qualifying managers 
under limited conditions. The changes apply to payments for 2016 and subsequent crop years for 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs, Loan Deficiency 
Payments (LDP) and Marketing Loan Gains (MLG) realized via the Marketing Assistance Loan 
program.  

As required by Congress, the new rule does not apply to family farms, or change regulations related 
to contributions of land, capital, equipment, or labor. The changes go into effect for the 2016 crop 
year for most farms. Farms that have already planted fall crops for 2016 have until the 2017 crop 
year to comply. For more details, producers are encouraged to consult their local Farm Service 
Agency office.  

 

Producers Must Report Prevented Planting and Failed Acres 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres 
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility.  

Producers must report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
prevented from planting.  Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of 
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and 
Risk Management Agency (RMA).   

 If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days 
following the final planting date, a late-filed request can be submitted. Late-filed reports will 
only be accepted if the producer pays a late fee to cover the cost of FSA conducting a farm 
visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being “timely” 
planted. It is important to note that even if a prevented planting request is “late-filed” and the 
producer pays the late fee, the request must still be received at a time which would allow 
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the county office to perform a field visit to determine the planting conditions on the final 
planting date.   

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report 
failed acres. The filing of a “failed acres” request is required to be filed PRIOR to destroying or 
disposing of the affected crop acreage.   

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent.  Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including 
grasses.   

Please contact your local County FSA Office to schedule an appointment to file a Notice of Loss. To 
find your local FSA office visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as floods and wildfires, not 
covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.   

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) and loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event.                   

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. Honeybee producers are 
encouraged to contact their local FSA offices every month to file a Notice of Loss or advise there 
have been no losses during the past 30 day period.  

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.  

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2015 
to September 30, 2016 must file:  

 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent 

 An application for payment by November 1, 2016 

 The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.   
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USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin offering farm ownership microloans, creating 
a new financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans will be 
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in 
farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely 
successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers 
across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as 
feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans 
have gone to new farmers.  

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to 
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to 
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or 
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program  

FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are 
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) 
program.   

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended 
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the 
portion of a payment(s) needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale. Borrowers must 
have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.    

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete 
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for 
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the 
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine 
eligibility.   

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is 
completed. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.    
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The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on 
or before the final due date of the loan.   

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office.  

 

 

Borrower Training 

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all 
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.    

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to 
help the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and 
build equity in the operation.  It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower 
training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan 
Manager for a list of approved vendors.    

 

Firearms and Dangerous Weapons Forbidden In Federal 
Facilities 

USDA Service Centers and Farm Service Agency Offices are Off Limits for Firearms 

This is an important reminder to all customers and patrons of USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offices and USDA Service Centers statewide that firearms are forbidden (even with a 
permit/license) in Federal Buildings. A Federal Building by definition is any building owned, 
leased or rented by the Federal Government, where Federal employees are regularly present for 
the purpose of performing their official duties.  

The items that are prohibited in Federal facilities include any item prohibited by any applicable 
Federal, State, local, and tribal law and/or ordinance, as well as firearms, dangerous weapons, 
explosives, or other destructive devices (including their individual parts or components) designed, 
redesigned, used, intended for use, or readily converted to cause injury, death, or property damage. 
Possession of firearms and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities as outline above is a crime 
punishable by fines and imprisonment.  

For a complete list of items prohibited in Federal facilities, please view and/or download the 
document titled, Items Prohibited from Federal Facilities: An Interagency Security Committee 
Standard: http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-items-prohibited-federal-facilities-
feb-2013-508.pdf. The lists of prohibited items outlined in this document apply to all facility 
occupants, contractors, and the visiting public.  

If you have questions or concerns regarding this notification, please contact your local Farm Service 
Agency Office–http://offices.usda.gov.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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