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USDA Reminds Hawaii and Pacific Basin
Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in Hawaii and the Pacific Basin who have not yet completed their
crop acreage reports after planting or submitted their production reports should make an
appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA) office before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses.
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses can prevent the
loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

The deadline to submit production and acreage reports for fruits and vegetable crops
covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) is March 31, 2022.
Contact your county office for a full list of applicable crops.

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and
other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to
limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment.

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

¢ Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

¢ Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.
e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.
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e Irrigation practice(s).
e Other information as required.

More Information

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find
Mentors

If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in
supporting the next generation and in investing in your local community. Your experiences
and knowledge as a business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital
support to your community.

USDA is collaborating with SCORE — score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer,
expert business mentors in an effort to expand the field of available agricultural mentors
and provide free business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural
business owners. SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an
agriculture-related field who would like to become part of an extended field of

volunteers. The organization’s Orientation and Mentoring Certification program provides
volunteers with everything needed to be a successful volunteer. Training includes
background about SCORE’s mission and services, as well as guidance on how to be a
business mentor, including enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-solving
skills.

Current mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations,
business and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-one
business mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners. Together they work
through the process of starting or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses. No matter
what stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business
plans, navigating financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in
order to help their clients succeed. FSA invites you to learn more and sign up to become
a mentor today at newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship.

USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to Increase
Equity

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating its farm loan programs to better
support current borrowers, including historically underserved producers. These
improvements are part of USDA’s commitment to increase equity in all programs,
including farm loans that provide important access to capital for covering operating
expenses and purchasing land and equipment.

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized FSA to provide equitable relief to certain direct loan
borrowers, who are non-compliant with program requirements due to good faith reliance
on a material action of, advice of, or non-action from an FSA official. Previously, borrowers
may have been required to immediately repay the loan or convert it to a non-program loan
with higher interest rates, less favorable terms, and limited loan servicing.

Now, FSA has additional flexibilities to assist borrowers in such situations. If the agency
provided incorrect guidance to an existing direct loan borrower, the agency may provide
equitable relief to that borrower. FSA may assist the borrower by allowing the borrower to
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keep their loans at current rates or other terms received in association with the loan which
was determined to be noncompliant or the borrower may receive other equitable relief for
the loan as the Agency determines to be appropriate.

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local loan officials to ensure they fully
understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available that can assist them in
starting, expanding or maintaining their operation.

Additional Updates

Equitable relief is one of several changes authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA has
made to the direct and guaranteed loan programs. Other changes that were previously
implemented include:

¢ Modifying the existing three-year farming experience requirement for Direct Farm
Ownership loans to include additional items as acceptable experience.

¢ Allowing socially disadvantaged and beginning farmer applicants to receive a
guarantee equal to 95%, rather than the otherwise applicable 90% guarantee.

e Expanding the definition of and providing additional benefits to veteran farmers.

e Allowing borrowers who received restructuring with a write down to maintain
eligibility for an Emergency loan.

e Expanding the scope of eligible issues and persons covered under the agricultural
Certified Mediation Program.

Additional information on these changes is available in the March 8, 2022 rule on the
Federal Register.

More Background

FSA has taken other recent steps to increase equity in its programs. Last summer, USDA
announced it was providing $67 million in competitive loans through its new Heirs’
Property Relending Program to help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’
land ownership and succession issues. FSA also invested $4.7 million to establish
partnerships with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to historically
underserved farmers and ranchers, which contributed to a fourfold increase in
participation by historically underserved producers in the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program 2 (CFAP 2), a key pandemic assistance program, since April 2021.

Additionally, in January 2021, Secretary Vilsack announced a temporary suspension of
past-due debt collection and foreclosures for distressed direct loan borrowers due to the
economic hardship imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discover Tool on
farmers.gov (also available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center.
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and
other digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited
visitors. Producers can contact their local Service Center to set up an in-person or phone
appointment to discuss loan options.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing
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systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more,
visit usda.gov.

Appointments No Longer Needed to Visit USDA
Service Centers

Effective on Monday, March 14, customers are no longer required to have an appointment
to visit a Service Center in Hawai'i. Local masking requirements are being followed in
USDA facilities with the added requirement that people with symptoms, a positive test, or
exposure to someone with COVID-19 must wear a mask.

For Guam Service Center, visitation is currently by appointment only. For American
Samoa Service Center, everything is virtual. No walk-ins or in-person appointments will be
accepted. For additional information on those locations, please contact PIA NRCS or the
Farm Service Agency County Office.

NRCS PIA Invites Proposals for FY 22
Conservation Innovation Grants

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Pacific Islands Area is now
accepting proposals for its Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG). It is anticipated that a
total of up to $450,000 will be available to fund multiple one-to-three-year projects. Single
projects may be eligible to receive $25,000.00 to $450,000.00 in funding. Deadline for
proposals is May 2, 2022. Read more here.

Dates to Remember

March 31, 2022 - Deadline to submit production and acreage reports for crops covered by
the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), fruits and vegetables. Contact
your county office for a full list of applicable crops.

USDA website:https://www.usda.gov/
Farmer.gov website: https://www.farmers.gov/

Hawaii and Pacific Basin FSA State Office  Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA Farm Service Agency Pacific Islands Area

Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole(PJKK) Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole (PJKK)
Federal Building Federal Building

P.O. Box 50065 P. O. Box 50065

300 Ala Moana Blvd. Rm 5-108 300 Ala Moana Blvd. Rm 4-118
Honolulu, Hawaii 96850 Honolulu, Hawaii 96850

Telephone: (808) 600-2964
Toll Free: 1-866-794-1079
Fax: (855) 356-9493

Telephone: (808) 600-2911
Fax: (855) 838-6330
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Website: : Hawaii State and Pacific Basin Website: Natural Resources Conservation
Farm Service Agency Service - Pacific Islands Area

SHINEVAVELETG T E! Chad Cherefko

Acting State Executive Director Acting State Director

shirley.nakamura@usda.gov chad.cherefko@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992
(Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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