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Important Dates

October 10, 2022: Office Closed in Observance of Columbus Day
October (Date TBD): 2023 ARC/PLC Enrollment & Elections begin
November 1: Deadline to submit OCCSP Eligible Certification Expenses
November 3: COC Election Ballots mailed to eligible voters

November 11: Office Closed in Observance of Veterans Day
November 24: Office Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions
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of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities
(crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on
land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to December
23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system
on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This
includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and
conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation
programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual
tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and
Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect
wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the
wetland conservation provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your
local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly
erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center.

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to
keep them updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you've suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must
submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of
livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain
documentation and receipts.
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You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Applying for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops
unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture,
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native
grass for grazing), among others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application
closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage
report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an
interest during the crop year

e The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable,
salvaged or used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could
see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must
be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain
perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of
Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year
for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information.
Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable,
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
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vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s
date of death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of
precedence for the representatives of the producer:

e administrator or executor of the estate

e the surviving spouse

e surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children
e surviving father and mother

e surviving brothers and sisters

e heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State
law

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a
form FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify
that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
deceased participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal
authority to submit the form.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain
program benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been
declared incompetent.
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USDA to Mail Additional Pre-Filled Applications to
Producers Impacted by 2020, 2021 Disasters

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced another installment (phase) in
assistance to commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by natural disaster events in
2020 and 2021. More than 18,000 producers will soon receive new or updated pre-filled
disaster applications to offset eligible crop losses. Approximately $6.4 billion has already been
distributed to 165,000 producers through USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Emergency
Relief Program (ERP).

FSA will begin mailing pre-filled applications in late August to producers who have potentially
eligible losses and:

e Received crop insurance indemnities for qualifying 2020 and 2021 disaster events
after May 2, 2022.

e Received crop insurance indemnities associated with Nursery, Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO), Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX), Enhanced
Coverage Option (ECO) and Margin Protection (MP) policies.

e New primary policyholders not included in the initial insured producer Phase 1 mailing
from May 25, 2022, because their claim records had not been filled.

e Certain 2020 prevent plant losses related to qualifying 2020 disaster events that had
only been recorded in crop insurance records as related to 2019 adverse weather
events and, as such, were not previously provided in applications sent earlier this
year.

¢ New Substantial Beneficial Interest (SBI) records, including SBIs where tax
identification numbers were corrected.

Producers are expected to receive assistance direct deposited into their bank account within
three business days after they sign and return the pre-filled application to the FSA county
office and the county office enters the application into the system.

Before applying any program payment factors or eligibility criteria, it is estimated that this next
installment (phase) may generate about $756 million in assistance.

Emergency Relief Payments to Date

This emergency relief under ERP complements ERP assistance recently provided to more
than 165,000 producers who had received crop insurance indemnities and Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) payments for qualifying losses. USDA has processed
more than 255,000 applications for ERP, and to date, has made approximately $6.4 billion in
payments to commodity and specialty crop producers to help offset eligible losses from
qualifying 2020 and 2021 natural disasters. Also, earlier this year, staff processed more than
100,000 payments through the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) and paid eligible
producers more than $601.3 million for 2021 grazing losses within days of the program
announcement.



Phase Two

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP will be aimed at filling gaps and provide assistance
to producers who did not participate in or receive payments through the existing risk
management programs that are being leveraged for phase one implementation. USDA will
keep producers and stakeholders informed as program details are made available.

More Information

In addition, on Aug. 18, 2022, USDA published a technical correction to the Notice of Funds
Availability for ERP and ELRP to clarify how income from the sale of farm equipment and the
provision of production inputs and services to farmers, ranchers, foresters, and farm
operations are to be considered in the calculation of average adjusted gross farm

income. Producers whose average adjusted gross farm income is at least 75% of the
producer’s the average Adjusted Gross Income can gain access to a higher payment
limitation.

ERP and the previously announced ELRP are authorized by the Extending Government
Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, which President Biden signed into law in
2021. The law provided $10 billion to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires,
droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar
years 2020 and 2021.

For more information on ERP and ELRP eligibility, program provisions for historically
underserved producers as well as Frequently Asked Questions, producers can
visit FSA’s Emergency Relief webpage. A new public-facing dashboard on the ERP webpage
has information on ERP payments that can be sorted by crop type — specialty or non-
specialty— specific commodities and state. FSA will update the dashboard every Monday.

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including

the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan
Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, producers
should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim,
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.

USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee
Producers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) specific to honeybee
producers. For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical
structure) and honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been
destroyed by a natural disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse
Disorder. Colony losses must be in excess of normal mortality.
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Updates include:

e Starting in 2020, you have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30
days, to file a honeybee notice of loss, which provides consistency between ELAP and
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of
loss period for honey.

e ELAP will now run according to the calendar year. Since you are still required to apply
for payment within 30 calendar days of the end of the program year, the new signup
deadline for calendar year 2021 losses is January 30, 2022.

o If you were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the
previous two years, you will be required to provide additional documentation to
substantiate how your current year inventory was acquired.

e If the honeybee colony loss was caused by Colony Collapse Disorder, you must
provide a producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of the
five symptoms of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include:

e the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives;

e rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly or
completely unattended;

e absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive;
e absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and

e at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels known to
cause economic injury or population decline.

For more information contact your local County USDA Service Center at or
visit farmers.gov/recover.

Applying for FSA Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to
establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved
and serviced by FSA loan officers.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel,
farm chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans
can also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some
farm-related debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm,
construct and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum
loan amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required.
Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to
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repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership
loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm
ownership or operating loan.

I[daho FSA State Office

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B
Boise, Idaho 83709

Phone: 208-378-5650
Fax: 855-516-8875

Acting State Executive Director

Farm Program Chief Administrative Officer

Brandi May 208-378-5670

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 ;
brandi.may@usda.gov

charles.newhouse @usda.gov

Idaho FSA State Committee

Acting Farm Loan Chief
Roy Bunderson - Committee Chair
Marie Linehan Curtis Warner 208-497-3654
Allen Schmid curtis.warner@usda.gov

Brett Stevenson

Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local

office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id
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