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Important Dates

e October 10, 2022: Office Closed in Observance of Columbus Day

e October (Date TBD): 2023 ARC/PLC Enrollment & Elections begin

e November 1: Deadline to submit OCCSP Eligible Certification Expenses
e November 3: COC Election Ballots mailed to eligible voters

e« November 11: Office Closed in Observance of Veterans Day

e November 24: Office Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs.

USDA Encourages You to Consider NAP Risk Protection
Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages you to examine available USDA crop risk protection options, including
federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the
applicable crop sales deadline.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive
moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance
program is available. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the
RMA website.

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments,
at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers
also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at
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the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage
are available if the producer can show at least one year of previously successfully growing the crop for which
coverage is being requested. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for
crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county,
not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level
coverage.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists
are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator. You can use the USDA Cost
Estimator to predict insurance premium costs.

Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program
benefits.

The following are FSA signature guidelines:

e A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe

e For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for
refunds, liquidated damages, etc.

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form or be a
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on
the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as
Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable program
forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful transmission and
receipt of FAXED information.

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations or other similar entities. Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on behalf of the other in
order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all members
unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual
interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office.
Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts must consist
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of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’'s name,
capacity, and name of entity.

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of
Organic, Transitioning Producers

Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and handlers who are
transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic
and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost Share

Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers cover the cost of organic certification, along with other
related expenses. Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.

OTECP covers:

e Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).

e Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification inspections and
development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).

e Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).
e Soil testing (75% up to $100).
Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, livestock,
processing/handling and State organic program fees.

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and OCCSP cover costs
incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022. Producers have until October 31, 2022 to file
applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are received.

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA Service
Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and handlers will need to provide
documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also
apply for OCCSP through participating State agencies.

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.

USDA to Invest up to $300 million in New Organic
Transition Initiative

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced details of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) $300
million investment, including with American Rescue Plan funds, in a new Organic Transition Initiative that will
help build new and better markets and streams of income for farmers and producers. Organic production
allows producers to hold a unique position in the marketplace and thus take home a greater share of the food
dollar.
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According to the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service, the number of non-certified organic farms
actively transitioning to organic production dropped by nearly 71 percent since 2008. Through the
comprehensive support provided by this initiative USDA hopes to reverse this trend, opening opportunities for
new and beginning farmers and expanding direct consumer access to organic foods through increased
production.

The initiative will deliver wrap-around technical assistance, including farmer-to-farmer mentoring; provide
direct support through conservation financial assistance and additional crop insurance assistance, and
support market development projects in targeted markets.

USDA'’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), Risk Management Agency (RMA) and Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) are the primary agencies supporting the Initiative, which will focus on three
areas.

Transition to Organic Partnership Program

Through this initiative, USDA aims to ensure that farmers transitioning to organic have the support they need
to navigate that transition, including a full supply chain to American consumers who demand organic choices
in their supermarkets daily. AMS will build partnership networks in six regions across the United States with
trusted local organizations serving direct farmer training, education, and outreach activities. The organizations
will connect transitioning farmers with mentors, building paid mentoring networks to share practical insights
and advice. Each regional team will also provide community building, including train-the-mentor support; as
well as technical assistance, workshops, and field days covering topics including organic production
practices, certification, conservation planning, business development (including navigating the supply chain),
regulations, and marketing to help transitioning and recently transitioned producers overcome technical,
cultural, and financial shifts during and immediately following certification. USDA will provide up to $100
million for this program.

Direct Farmer Assistance

NRCS will develop a new Organic Management conservation practice standard and offer financial and
technical assistance to producers who implement the practice. Payments will be modeled on those already
available to producers meeting the existing nutrient and pest management conservation practice standards.
USDA will provide $75 million for this effort. This will include an increase in organic expertise throughout its
regions, creating organic experts at each of its regional technology support centers. These experts will train
staff who provide direct services to USDA customers. These services include hosting hands-on organic
training for state and field NRCS staff and fielding organic-related staff questions.

USDA will provide $25 million to RMA for the new Transitional and Organic Grower Assistance Program
(TOGA) which will support transitioning and certain certified organic producers’ participation in crop
insurance, including coverage of a portion of their insurance premium.

Organic Pinpointed Market Development Support

Stakeholders have shared that specific organic markets have market development risks due to inadequate
organic processing capacity and infrastructure, a lack of certainty about market access, and insufficient
supply of certain organic ingredients. This AMS initiative will focus on key organic markets where the need for
domestic supply is high, or where additional processing and distribution capacity is needed for more robust
organic supply chains. Examples of markets seeking support include organic grain and feed; legumes and
other edible rotational crops; and livestock and dairy. USDA will invest up to $100 million to help improve
organic supply chains in pinpointed markets. The Department will seek stakeholder input on these pinpointed
initiatives beginning in September, resulting in an announcement of specific policy initiatives later this year.

Other USDA Organic Assistance



This USDA initiative complements existing assistance for organic producers, including FSA’s Organic
Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) and Organic and Transitional Education and Certification
Program (OTECP). OCCSP helps producers obtain or renew their organic certification, and OTECP provides
additional funding to certified and transitioning producers during the pandemic.

NRCS offers conservation programs, such as the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), which can provide assistance to help with managing weeds and
pests, and establishing high tunnels, improving soil health, and implementing other practices key to organic
operations. RMA also administers federal crop insurance options available to organic producers,

including Whole Farm Revenue Protection and Micro Farm.

Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping Q&A
with Gwen Uecker

In this Ask the Expert, Gwen Uecker answers a few questions about USDA’s farmers.gov customer portal.
Gwen serves as the Team Lead for the Program Delivery Division (PDD), Common Processes Branch for the
Deputy Administrator of Farm Program within Farm Service Agency (FSA). She helps lead PDD’s effort to
provide personalized customer information via farmers.gov.

A farmers.gov account provides self-service opportunities to FSA and Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) customers via a secure authenticated access process.

What is the value of Customer Farm Records Mapping and why should producers use farmers.gov?

Customer Farm Records Mapping (cFRM) provides you with self-help options and access to FSA data from
home 24/7. For example, you do not have to wait for FSA to mail out maps for acreage reporting or make a
special trip to the office to pick up your maps. You can print farm tract maps directly from farmers.gov.

New features include the ability to import precision agriculture planting boundaries and create labels
containing crop information that can be printed on-farm tract maps. The maps can then be provided to FSA at
the local USDA Service Center for completing the annual crop acreage report. You can use the draw tools to
determine acres in a drawn area. The drawn area can be printed on a map and provided to the Service
Center, a third party such as a chemical applicator, or exported as a feature file for use in other geospatial
applications.

In addition, you can “Switch Profile” to view cFRM data for individuals or entities you are authorized to act on
behalf of. This means you can view and print maps for your entity’s farms. Producers can also view and print
farm records details, including base and yield information (FSA-156EZ).

The FSA Farm Records Mapping page is accessed by clicking the blue “View Farm Records” button from the
farmers.gov LAND tab.

To read the full blog visit Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping Q&A with Gwen Uecker |
Farmers.gov.

Applying for FSA Guaranteed Loans

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's
normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the
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lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on
a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop
farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,825,000. Repayment terms vary depending
on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

For more information on guaranteed loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local

office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id

CONTACT US:

Farm Service Agency
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Risk Management Agency
Service Center Locator
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