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Important Dates 
• November 11: Office Closed in Observance of Veterans Day 
• November 24: Office Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving 
• December 1: Deadline to Apply for 2023 NAP Coverage for Perennial Forage 

Crops 
• December 5: Deadline to Return COC Election Ballots 
• December 15:  Fall Crop Reporting Deadline 
• December 26: Office Closed in Observance of Christmas Day 

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs. 

 

Farmers Can Now Make 2023 Crop Year Elections, 
Enroll in Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage Programs 
Agricultural producers can now change election and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage programs for the 2023 crop year, two key safety net 
programs offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Signup began Monday, and 
producers have until March 15, 2023, to enroll in these two programs. Additionally, USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has started issuing payments totaling more than $255 million to 
producers with 2021 crops that have triggered payments through ARC or PLC.   

https://fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_4
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_3
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_3
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_2
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_9
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_7
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_8
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_5
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_6
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_10
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/336cdc1#link_10
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMTEuNTMyOTcxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtLWRlYWRsaW5lcz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.OCfkrKRqz9ysonldmyKbWWUM-1wgjyxXdpqp4FgtkxI/s/1119589080/br/126532256462-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/arcplc_program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/arcplc_program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


2023 Elections and Enrollment    

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide 
crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although 
election changes for 2023 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each 
year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change 
for 2023, they must sign a new contract.     

If producers do not submit their election by the March 15, 2023 deadline, their election 
remains the same as their 2022 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in 
either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.      

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain 
rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower 
seed and wheat.     

Web-Based Decision Tools    

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based 
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data 
specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:    

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of 
Illinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-
CO and PLC.   

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows 
producers to obtain basic information regarding the decision and factors that 
should be taken into consideration such as future commodity prices and 
historic yields to estimate payments for 2022.    

2021 Payments and Contracts   

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual 
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA processed 
payments to producers enrolled in 2021 ARC-CO, ARC-IC and PLC for covered commodities 
that triggered for the crop year.    

For ARC-CO, producers can view the 2021 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online 
database, for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For 
PLC, payments have triggered for rapeseed and peanuts.  

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information 
pertaining to 2021 payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the crop 
and farm to determine benchmark yields and actual year yields when calculating revenues.   

By the Numbers   

In 2021, producers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out 
of 273 million base acres were enrolled in the programs.  For the 2022 crop year signed 
contracts surpassed 1.8 million, to be paid in the fall of 2023, if a payment triggers.  

Since ARC and PLC were first authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 2018 
Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $34.9 billion to producers of 
covered commodities.   

https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2019/08/introducing-the-gardner-farmdoc-payment-calculator.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.afpc.tamu.edu/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2Farc-plc%2F2021%2Fexcel%2Farcco_2021_data.xlsx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


Crop Insurance Considerations    

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop 
insurance and marketing assistance loans.    

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for 
some crop insurance products.    

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on 
farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on 
that farm.    

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.   

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are 
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that 
farm.     

More Information     

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your 
local USDA Service Center.  

 

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment 
Offers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove 
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will 
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish 
valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife 
habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation 
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject 
to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted 
provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels 
do not exceed the statutory cap. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

 

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program Right for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and 
unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/arcplc_program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2019/crp_continuous_enrollment_period-fact_sheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by natural 
disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for 
food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities such as 
value loss crops like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many 
others. Contact your FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and county. 

 Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage 
period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For 
guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for 
Coverage,” and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are 
maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop, 
so it is important to contact your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss 
an application closing date.  

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions, 
which describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP 
coverage. NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-
loss years to ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.  

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and 
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per 
crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a 
producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers 
elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity 
depending on the maximum payment limitation that may apply to the NAP covered producer. 
The service fee can be waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers 
and rancher., These farmers and ranchers can also receive a 50 percent reduction in the 
premium. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with 
NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

 

Filing Notices of Loss (NOL) 
• ELAP:  Honeybee NOL must be filed within 15 days of when the loss is first apparent. 

Livestock Feed, Grazing & Farm Raised Fish NOL must be filed within 30 days of when 
the loss is first apparent. Final day to submit previous calendar year loss is January 
31st.  

• LIP: NOL must be filed within 30 calendar days of when the livestock loss is first 
apparent. Final day to submit previous calendar year loss is March 1st.  

• NAP: NOL must be filed within 15 calendar days of the earlier of a natural disaster 
occurrence, the final planting date if planting is prevented by a natural disaster, the date 
the damage to the crop or loss of production becomes apparent or the normal harvest 
date.  

• TAP: Must submit application for the Tree Assistance Program along with supporting 
documentation within 90 calendar days of the disaster event or the date when the loss is 
apparent to the producer.  

https://intranet.fsa.usda.gov/dam/ffasforms/currentforms.asp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://intranet.fsa.usda.gov/dam/ffasforms/currentforms.asp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/noninsured_crop_disaster_assistance_program-nap-fact_sheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any 
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business 
name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the 
addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation 
in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form 
CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your local County USDA Service Center.
 

USDA Offers Wildfire Recovery Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan 
programs to assist you in your recovery efforts following wildfires or other qualifying natural 
disasters. 

Available programs and loans include: 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial 
assistance to producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of 
inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters including 
excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing). 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers 
for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather. 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists 
and nursery tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to 
natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water 
shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture 
operations located in a county under a primary or contiguous Presidential or 
Secretarial disaster designation. These low interest loans help producers 
recover from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for 
farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural 
disasters; includes fence loss. 

For more information on these programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

 

How to Document Wildfire Losses 
If you’ve suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to recent 
wildfires, you may be eligible for disaster assistance programs through the USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) offers payments to you for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency relief for 
losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which 
are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 

To participate in LIP, you will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses 
resulting from an eligible adverse weather event, and you must submit a notice of loss to your 
local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. To 
participate in ELAP, you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock losses due to the eligible 
adverse weather or loss condition, including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that 
have died, supplemented if possible by photographs or video records of 
ownership and losses; 

• Rendering truck receipts by kind, type and weight - important to document 
prior to disposal; 

• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts; 



• Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of 
Natural Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due 
to an eligible loss condition; 

• Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an 
eligible adverse weather or loss condition; 

• Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for 
equipment rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal; 

• Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed; 
• Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages. 

For more information on these programs and documentation requirements, contact your Local 
County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find 
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance 
their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can 
help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm 
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to 
borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best 
fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These 
guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking 
the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan 
information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any 
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on 
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with 
an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process 
transactions, and manage accounts. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect 
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My 
Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, 
payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can 
visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs 
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov. 

 

 

  
Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B 
Boise, Idaho 83709 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

  

Acting State Executive Director 
Farm Program Chief 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Idaho FSA State Committee 

Roy Bunderson - Committee Chair 
Marie Linehan 
Allen Schmid 
Brett Stevenson 

Acting Farm Loan Chief 

Curtis Warner 208-497-3654 
curtis.warner@usda.gov 

Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local office 

go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id 
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