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• Important Dates 

• USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss Assistance for Agricultural 
Producers  

• Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or Underserved 
Farmers and Ranchers 

• USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee Producers 

• Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income Certifications 

• USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 

• FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock Producers Through 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 

• Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 

 

Important Dates 

• December 15:  Fall Acreage Reporting Deadline (for most fall planted crops) 

• December 16: Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 1 Application Deadline 

• December 26: Office Closed in Observance of Christmas Day 

• January 2: Office Closed in Observance of New Year's Day 

• January 3: Honey Acreage Reporting Deadline 

• January 15: Fruit Tree (Apples, Apricots, Cherries, Nectarines, Peaches, Plums) 
Acreage Reporting Deadline 

• January 16: Office Closed in Observance of Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday 

• January 30: 2022 Livestock Forage Program (LFP) Application Deadline 

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs. 
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USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss 
Assistance for Agricultural Producers  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced plans for additional emergency relief and 
pandemic assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). USDA is preparing to 
roll out the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two as well as the new Pandemic 
Assistance Revenue Program (PARP), which are two programs to help offset crop and 
revenue losses for producers.  USDA is sharing early information to help producers gather 
documents and train front-line staff on the new approach.  

ERP Phase Two will assist eligible agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop losses, 
measured through decreases in revenue, due to wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, 
excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive 
moisture and qualifying droughts occurring in calendar years 2020 and 2021.     

PARP will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities who experienced revenue 
decreases in calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index
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PARP will help address gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price 
loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.     

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two   

ERP is authorized under the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency 
Assistance Act, which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted by 
wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during 
calendar years 2020 and 2021.    

Phase Two builds on ERP Phase One, which was rolled out in May 2022 and has since paid 
more than $7.1 billion to producers who incurred eligible crop losses that were covered by 
federal crop insurance or Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.   

ERP Phase Two includes producers who suffered eligible losses but may not have received 
program benefits in Phase One. To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must have suffered a 
loss in allowable gross revenue as defined in forthcoming program regulations in 2020 or 
2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural 
disaster event.    

Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are 
produced in the United States as part of a farming operation and are intended to be 
commercially marketed. Like other emergency relief and pandemic assistance programs, 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to look for ways to simplify the process for 
both staff and producers while reducing the paperwork burden. The design of ERP Phase Two 
is part of that effort. 

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are expected to be based on the difference in certain 
farm revenue between a typical year of revenue as will be specified in program regulations for 
the producer and the disaster year.  ERP Phase Two assistance is targeted to the remaining 
needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disaster events, while avoiding windfalls or 
duplicative payments. Details will be available when the rule is published later this year.    

Deadline for Emergency Relief Program Phase One  

Producers who are eligible for assistance through ERP Phase One have until Friday, Dec. 16, 
2022, to contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center to receive program benefits. Going 
forward, if any additional ERP Phase One prefilled applications are generated due to 
corrections or other circumstances, there will be a 30-day deadline from the date of 
notification for that particular application.      

Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program    

PARP is authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming 
during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a certain threshold decrease in 
allowable gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to 2018 or 2019. Exact 
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details on the calculations and eligibility will be available when the forthcoming rule is 
published.    

How Producers Can Prepare  

 ERP Phase Two and PARP will use revenue information that is readily available from most 
tax records. FSA encourages producers to have their tax documents from the past few years 
and supporting materials ready, as explained further below. Producers will need similar 
documentation to what was needed for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 
Phase Two, where a producer could use 2018 or 2019 as the benchmark year relative to the 
disaster year.    

In the coming weeks, USDA will provide additional information on how to apply for assistance 
through ERP Phase Two and PARP. In the meantime, producers are encouraged to begin 
gathering supporting documentation including:   

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  

• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 
2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.    

 Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP 
and PARP program participation:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   

• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  

• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   

• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification.   

 Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will 
likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm 
should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.   

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their 
status with FSA, using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning 
and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc 
disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.  

Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers and 
stakeholders informed as program eligibility, application and implementation details unfold.    

 

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, 
Veteran or Underserved Farmers and Ranchers 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator


CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the 
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or 
operator for up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires. 

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition 
their land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long 
term (at least five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or 
socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member. 

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may 
enroll in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. The TIP 
application must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands. New 
landowners or renters that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or 
farming methods. 

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee 
Producers 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) specific to honeybee 
producers. For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical 
structure) and honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been 
destroyed by a natural disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse 
Disorder. Colony losses must be in excess of normal mortality. 

Updates include: 

• Starting in 2020, you have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30 
days, to file a honeybee notice of loss, which provides consistency between ELAP and 
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of 
loss period for honey. 

• ELAP will now run according to the calendar year. Since you are still required to apply 
for payment within 30 calendar days of the end of the program year, the new signup 
deadline for calendar year 2021 losses is January 30, 2022. 

• If you were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the 
previous two years, you will be required to provide additional documentation to 
substantiate how your current year inventory was acquired. 

• If the honeybee colony loss was caused by Colony Collapse Disorder, you must 
provide a producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of the 
five symptoms of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include: 

• the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives; 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


• rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly or 
completely unattended; 

• absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive; 

• absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and 

• at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels known to 
cause economic injury or population decline. 

For more information contact your County USDA Service Center at or 
visit farmers.gov/recover. 

 

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income 
Certifications 

If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on 
Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs), it may be because you have not filed form CCC-
941, Adjusted Gross Income Certification. 

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive 
payments. All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending 
payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm 
operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. 

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022. Unlike the past, you 
must have the CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm 
Records 

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the 
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, 
tablet or phone. Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, 
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or 
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

https://www.farmers.gov/recover


The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you 
time and money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for 
producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new 
enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are 
members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with 
FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 

• View and submit conservation requests. 

• View technical references and submit questions. 

• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 

• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 

• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

 Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision 
agriculture planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. 
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s 
authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google 
Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to access the 
feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also 
has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, 
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the 
navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new webpages, including “Get 
Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about these changes. 

 

FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock 
Producers Through Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 
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If you’ve suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or hauling 
livestock to forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for 
financial assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 

• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock, 

• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty 
miles.” 

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained 
for commercial use and located in a county where the qualifying drought conditions occur. A 
county must have had D2 severe drought intensity on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight 
consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or D4 drought intensity at any time 
during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk in both eligible livestock and 
eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance. 

WATER TRANSPORTATION 

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to eligible 
livestock on eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock watering 
systems or facilities in place before the drought occurred and where they do not normally 
require the transportation of water. Payments are for costs associated with personal labor, 
equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water transportation fees. Cost of the 
water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national average price per 
gallon. 

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses 
for transporting feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25 
miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above 
what would normally have been incurred during the same time period in a normal (non-
drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING LIVESTOCK TO 
FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new 
location for feed resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted areas. 
Assistance for Livestock transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 and 
subsequent years. Please contact your county FSA office for additional details. 

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact their 
county FSA office as soon as the loss of water resources or feed resources are known. For 
ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should maintain records and 



receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible livestock, the costs of 
transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting eligible livestock to 
forage/grazing acres. 

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA office 
for more information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers also can 
benefit from ELAP provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 15 calendar 
days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. For more information regarding 
ELAP, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is 
required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is 
to help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a 
farm and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially 
successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact 
your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.   

 

  

Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B 
Boise, Idaho 83709 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

Acting State Executive Director 
Farm Program Chief 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Idaho FSA State Committee 

Roy Bunderson - Committee Chair 
Marie Linehan 

Acting Farm Loan Chief 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/index
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Allen Schmid 
Brett Stevenson 

Curtis Warner 208-497-3654 
curtis.warner@usda.gov 

Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local 

office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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