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• USDA Offers Options for Signing and Sharing Documents Online 
• Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint Operations or Entities 
• The 2022 Census of Agriculture is Underway 
• Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early 

 

Important Dates 
• January 15: Fruit Tree (Apples, Apricots, Cherries, Nectarines, Peaches, Plums) 

Acreage Reporting Deadline 
• January 16: Office Closed in Observance of Martin Luther King Jr.'s Birthday 
• January 30: 2022 Livestock Forage Program (LFP) Application Deadline 
• January 30: Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-Raised 

Program (ELAP) Application Deadline 
• January 31: Last day for LDP Availability Date Commodity - Wool, Mohair and LDP 

only for Unshorn Pelts 
• January 31: Dairy Margin Coverage Program Application Deadline 
• March 1: Livestock Indemnity Program Deadline 

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs. 

 

FSA Offers Livestock Indemnity Program for 
Wildfire Livestock Losses 
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The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in 
excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather (including wildfires), disease and 
attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by 
federal law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that 
livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good 
animal husbandry and management. 

For 2022 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is 
first apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local 
FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the 
eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible 
livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 
3.9%. These established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical 
under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 
1, 2023. 

For more information about LIP, contact your County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to 
keep them updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered 
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must 
submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of 
livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local 
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain 
documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Offers Options for Signing and Sharing 
Documents Online 
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources 
Conservation Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using 
Box or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their 
homes or agricultural operations. Both services are free, secure, and available for multiple 
FSA and NRCS programs. 

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and 
shared. Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access 
their secure Box account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, 
scanned, uploaded, and shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is available to 
any FSA or NRCS customer with access to a mobile device or computer with printer 
connectivity. 

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no 
software downloads or eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested 
in eSignature through OneSpan can confirm their identity through two-factor authentication 
using a verification code sent to their mobile device or a personalized question and answer. 
Once identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-signed through OneSpan via 
the producer’s personal email address. Signed documents immediately become available to 
the appropriate Service Center staff. 

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency 
in signing and sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using 
eAuthentication for digital signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for 
producers to use when conducting business with FSA or NRCS. 

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan 
through a few simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office 
and let Service Center staff know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through 
these new features. In most cases, one quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the 
process. 

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, 
and additional resources for conducting business with USDA online. 
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Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint 
Operations or Entities 
Many Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs require all program participants, either 
individuals or legal entities, to be “actively engaged in farming.” This means participants 
provide a significant contribution to the farming operation, whether it is capital, land, 
equipment, active personal labor and/or management. For entities, each partner, stockholder 
or member with an ownership interest, must contribute active personal labor and/or 
management to the operation on a regular basis that is identifiable and documentable as well 
as separate and distinct from contributions of any other member. Members of joint operations 
must have a share of the profits or losses from the farming operation commensurate with the 
member’s contributions to the operation and must make contributions to the farming operation 
that are at risk for a loss, with the level of risk being commensurate with the member’s claimed 
share on the farming operation. 

Joint operations comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders or persons with 
an ownership in the farming operation must meet additional payment eligibility provisions. 
Joint operations comprised of family members are exempt from these additional requirements. 
For 2016 and subsequent crop years, non-family joint operations can have one member that 
may use a significant contribution of active personal management exclusively to meet the 
requirements to be determined “actively engaged in farming.” The person or member will be 
defined as the farm manager for the purposes of administering these management 
provisions.  

Non-family joint operations may request to add up to two additional managers for their farming 
operation based on the size and/or complexity of the operation. If additional farm managers 
are requested and approved, all members who contribute management are required to 
complete form CCC-902MR, Management Activity Record. The farm manager should use the 
form to record management activities including capital, labor and agronomics, which includes 
crop selection, planting decisions, acquisition of inputs, crop management and marketing 
decisions. One form should be used for each month and the farm manager should enter the 
number of hours of time spent for each activity under the date of the month the actions were 
completed. The farm manager must also document if each management activity was 
completed on the farm or remotely.  

The records and supporting business documentation must be maintained and timely made 
available for review by the appropriate FSA reviewing authority, if requested. 

If the farm manager fails to meet these requirements, their contribution of active personal 
management to the farming operation for payment eligibility purposes will be disregarded and 
their payment eligibility status will be re-determined for the applicable program year. 

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation 
who meet the definition of farm manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of 
active personal management to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no 



circumstances may the number of farm managers in a non-family joint operation exceed a 
total of three in any given crop and program year. 

 

The 2022 Census of Agriculture is Underway 
America’s farmers and ranchers now have the opportunity to be represented in the nation’s 
only comprehensive and impartial agriculture data for every state, county and territory. USDA 
has mailed the 2022 Census of Agriculture to all known agriculture producers across the 
nation and Puerto Rico. Producers have the option to respond securely and conveniently 
online at agcounts.usda.gov or by mail. The deadline for response is Feb. 6, 2023. 

Collected in service to American agriculture since 1840 and now conducted every five years 
by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the Census of Agriculture tells the 
story and shows the value of U.S. agriculture. The data inform decisions about business, 
programs, rural development, research, and more. These are things that directly impact 
producers, and better data can lead to better decisions. That is why it is so important for every 
producer’s voice to be counted. 

Responding to the Census of Agriculture is required by law under Title 7 USC 2204(g) Public 
Law 105-113. The same law requires NASS to keep personally-identifiable information 
confidential, to use the data only for statistical purposes, and only publish in aggregate form to 
prevent disclosing the identity of any individual producer or farm operation. NASS will release 
the results of the ag census in 2024. 

To learn more about the Census of Agriculture, visit nass.usda.gov/AgCensus or call 800-727-
9540. On the website, producers and other data users can access past ag census 
data, partner tools to help spread the word about the upcoming ag census, special study 
information, and more. For highlights of these and the latest information on the upcoming 
Census of Agriculture, follow USDA NASS on twitter @usda_nass. 

 

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early 
The Farm Loan team in Idaho is already working on operating loans for spring 2023 and asks 
potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm 
loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm 
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership 
loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts 
for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.  

 Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm 
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller 
and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation, 
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purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation.  Loans to 
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority. 

Other types of loans available include: 

 Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral 
and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the 
producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   

 Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store 
eligible commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling 
equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain 
bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer 
may borrow up to $500,000 per loan. 

 

 

 

  
Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B 
Boise, Idaho 83709 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

Acting State Executive Director 
Farm Program Chief 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Idaho FSA State Committee 

Roy Bunderson - Committee Chair 
Marie Linehan 
Brett Stevenson 

Acting Farm Loan Chief 

Curtis Warner 208-497-3654 
curtis.warner@usda.gov 
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Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local 

office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id 
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Risk Management Agency 

Service Center Locator 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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