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• Important Dates 
• USDA Reminds Idaho Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
• USDA Announces Corrections to Emergency Relief Program Policy to More Accurately 

Reflect 2020 and 2021 Natural Disaster Impacts on Crops Intended for On-Farm Use 
• Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve 

on Local County Committee's 
• Applying for NAP Payments 
• USDA Accepts More Than 1 Million Acres in Offers Through Conservation Reserve 

Program General Signup 
• FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy 
• Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their Operation 

 

Important Dates 
• July 14: Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) Deadline Extended 
• July 14: Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two Deadline Extended 
• July 15: Crop Reporting Deadline 
• July 26:  Organic Dairy Marketing Assistance Program (ODMAP) 
• August 1:  County Committee Nomination Period Deadline   
• September 4:  Labor Day - Office's Closed  
• September 30:  Margin Protection Insurance Plan Sales Closing Date 
• October 31:  Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) 

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs. 
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USDA Reminds Idaho Producers to File Crop Acreage 
Reports 

Agricultural producers in Idaho who have not yet completed their crop acreage 
reports after planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) service center before the 
applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended 
uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss 

of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of acreage 
reporting deadlines by crop. 

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

 Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage reports should be 
submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting deadline or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
because of a natural disaster. 

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is reported once 
and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in effect until a change is made. 
Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more information on continuous certification. 
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New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov 

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their FSA farm 
records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature will allow producers to 
export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture 
boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.  

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form FSA-211 Power of 
Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature types, or as a member of a 
business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal. 

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with this fact sheet and 
these video tutorials.  

More Information 

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA Service Center. 

 

USDA Announces Corrections to Emergency Relief 
Program Policy to More Accurately Reflect 2020 and 2021 
Natural Disaster Impacts on Crops Intended for On-Farm 
Use 
USDA updated the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two to provide a method for valuing losses and 
accessing program benefits to eligible producers of certain crops, including grapes grown and used by the 
same producer for wine production or forage that is grown, stored and fed to livestock, that do not generate 
revenue directly from the sale of the crop. These updates ensure that ERP benefits are more reflective of 
these producers’ actual crop losses resulting from 2020 and 2021 natural disaster events. USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) will begin accepting ERP Phase Two applications from eligible wine grape and forage 
producers once this technical correction to ERP is published in the Federal Register and becomes effective, 
which it anticipates will be on Friday, June 16, 2023. The deadline to submit applications for ERP Phase Two 
is July 14. 

Background 

In January 2023, FSA announced ERP Phase Two, designed to wrap-up and fill remaining gaps in previous 
natural disaster assistance for 2020 and 2021.   

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue in 
2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster 
event. Assistance is primarily for producers of crops that were not covered by Federal Crop Insurance or the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program since crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance and NAP 
were included in the assistance under ERP Phase One administered in 2022.   

Determining Crop Value 

Producers of certain crops now have a method for including crop value in their allowable gross revenue for 
the purpose of determining ERP Phase 2 benefits.  

The value of the eligible crop intended for on-farm use will be based on the producer’s actual production of 
the crop and a price for the crop as determined by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs based on 
the best available data for each crop such as published crop price data or the average price obtained by other 
producers in the area. Acceptable, published sources including but are not limited to Federal Crop Insurance 
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Corporation established prices, FSA established National Crop Table prices and National Agricultural Statistic 
Service prices. 

Revenue and pricing guidelines for expected revenue for wine grapes and on-farm forage is available online 
for producer reference and convenience when applying for ERP Phase Two. 

Wine grape and forage producers who have already submitted their ERP Phase Two applications to FSA 
have the option of revising the application and updating their allowable gross revenue to include crop value if 
applicable. 

Producers of crops grown for on-farm use other than wine grapes and forage may request consideration to 
use a crop’s value in their allowable gross revenue. Submit requests 
to RA.FSA.DCWA2.ppb@wdc.usda.gov.  FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs will review 
submitted requests. 

Additional Technical Corrections – Conservation Programs 

In addition to emergency relief policy updates, FSA has also established policy corrections for the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP) and the Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP). The policy correction 
clarifies that federal payments received for the same practice will be considered duplicative assistance for 
producers who receive ECP and EFRP program payments. The revised program provisions are related to 
program updates FSA announced in January that give more farmers, ranchers, and tribes the opportunity to 
apply for and access programs that support recovery following natural disasters (see January 10, 2023 news 
release for more information).  

ECP and EFRP provide financial and technical assistance to restore conservation practices like fencing, 
damaged farmland or forests following natural disasters. 

More Information 

FSA offers an online ERP tool to help producers determine what is considered allowable gross revenue. 
   Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP Phase Two. 
Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major deadline to complete acreage reports for most 
crops. FSA encourages producers to complete the ERP Phase Two application and acreage report during 
the same office visit.  Applications for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program, a revenue-based 
program for losses resulting from the pandemic, can also be completed.      For more information, view 
the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP Phase Two-PARP Comparison Fact 
Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video tutorial, PARP application video tutorial, myth-buster blog or 
contact your local USDA Service Center.

 

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for 
Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County 
Committee's 
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USDA is now accepting nominations for county committee members for elections that will occur later this 
year. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is unveiling a new GIS tool to make it easier for 
producers to participate in the nomination and election processes for county committee members, who make 
important decisions on how federal farm programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2023 
election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2023.    

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective areas for FSA 
committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they may include LAAs that are focused on an 
urban or suburban area. Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they: 

• Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and 
• Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year. 

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation 
to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or 
others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, 
women and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.    

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA county 
committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Committee 
members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price 
support programs, county office employment and other agricultural issues.     

More Information  

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in their 
county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must be 
registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form.  

Nomination forms and other information about FSA county committee elections are available 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections.  Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023. 

 

Applying for NAP Payments 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to you for crops that 
aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural 
disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and 
qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable deadline using form 
CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop. 
Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must 
provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest during the 
crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or 
used differently than intended 
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• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see reduced or 
zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield. 

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing Part B of 
form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within 15 calendar days 
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For 
hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and 
Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP covered 
crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of 
production and note whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than 
intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

USDA Accepts More Than 1 Million Acres in Offers Through 
Conservation Reserve Program General Signup 

USDA is accepting more than 1 million acres in this year’s Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) General signup. This is one of several signups that 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is holding for the program. The results for 
CRP General signup reflect the continued importance of CRP as a tool to help 
producers invest in the long-term health, sustainability, and profitability of their 
land and resources.  Offers for new land in this General CRP signup totaled 
about 295,000 acres nationwide. Producers submitted re-enrollment offers for 
891,000 expiring acres, reflecting the successes of participating in CRP longer 

term. The total number of CRP acres will continue to climb in the coming weeks once FSA accepts acres from 
the Grassland CRP signup, which closed May 26. Additionally, so far this year, FSA has received 761,000 
offered acres for the Continuous CRP signup, for which FSA accepts applications year-round.  The number of 
accepted acres that are enrolled in General CRP will be confirmed later this year. Participating producers and 
landowners should also remember that submitting and accepting a CRP offer is the first step, and producers 
still need to develop a conservation plan before contracts become effective on October 1, 2023. Each year, 
during the window between offer acceptance and land enrollment, some producers ultimately decide not to 
enroll some accepted acres, without penalty.    

General CRP Signup   

The General CRP Signup 60 ran from February 27 through April 7, 2023. Through CRP, producers and 
landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to 
control soil erosion, improve soil health and water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat on agricultural land. In 
addition to the other well-documented benefits, lands enrolled in CRP are playing a key role in climate change 
mitigation efforts across the country.  In 2021, FSA introduced improvements to the program, which included 
a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. This incentive provides an annual 3, 5, or 10 percent incentive payment based on the predominant 
vegetation type for the practices enrolled – from grasses to trees to wetland restoration. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Other CRP Signups    

Grassland CRP is a working lands program that helps producers and landowners protect grassland from 
conversion while enabling haying and grazing activities to continue. Lands enrolled support haying and 
grazing operations and promotes plant and animal biodiversity. Lands are also protected from being 
converted to uses other than grassland. This year’s signup for Grassland CRP ran from April 17 through May 
26. Continuous CRP, in which producers and landowners can enroll throughout the year. Offers are 
automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility requirements and the enrollment 
levels do not exceed the statutory cap. Continuous CRP includes the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) Initiative, the Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP). In CREP, which is available in certain geographies, partnerships with States, Tribes, and 
other entities are leveraged for participants to receive a variety of added incentives and flexibilities. Also 
available is the Clean Lakes Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR) initiative. CLEAR30, a signup opportunity under 
that initiative available nationwide, gives producers and landowners across the country the opportunity to 
enroll in 30-year CRP contracts for water quality practices.   

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center. Producers can 
also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and view other farm records data and 
customer information by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today.  

 CRP Sampling for Carbon MAE Study 

Sampling is currently underway for the Soil Carbon MAE study. Sampling groups maybe in your area 
sampling. Please work with these sampling teams and your CRP participants to make this sampling a 
success.  FSA is part of the national inventory that is taking place on measuring soil carbon sequestration and 
greenhouse gas benefits from agriculture.   This information will be used to explained what part CRP plays in 
climate benefits. 

USDA FPAC awarded funding to three entities—Ducks Unlimited, Michigan State University, and Mississippi 
State University to conduct soil carbon research on land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program.  Funding for this research is provided through the Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE) 
program.  The project involves monitoring soil carbon and greenhouse gases over multiple years on CRP 
enrollments across a range of stand ages, practices, plant diversity and agronomic contexts.  The objective of 
this study is to collect and use soil carbon, wetlands, perennial grasses, and tree stand data from CRP-
enrolled fields to estimate the relationship between soil carbon and greenhouse gasses with the quality of the 
cover.  The information collected in this study will better inform the national greenhouse gas inventory data 
that is used in climate models such as DayCent and COMET. 

A cooperative agreement with the project teams is in place and allows data sharing between the teams and 
the county offices. Producer’s data will be kept strictly confidential and used for analytical purposes 
only.  Mississippi State University researchers lead by Austin Himes will be collecting soil samples, tree 
samples, and data from CRP Tree Practices. Ducks Unlimited, Inc. researchers led by Ellen Herbert will be 
collecting soil samples, wetland samples, and additional data from CRP wetland practices. Michigan State 
University researchers lead by Bruno Basso will be collecting soil samples, vegetation samples, and data 
from CRP Perennial Grass Practices and Grassland CRP program. On chosen CRP sites, researchers will be 
collecting three feet soil cores, taking grass and tree samples, and installing sensors to help them better 
understand the growth of trees, vegetation, and the dynamics of carbon and greenhouse gasses in these 
systems.  Researchers may also want more information from participants on past management of the land 
before the land was enrolled in CRP.  This management data is necessary to bolster the greenhouse gas 
inventory models such as DayCent and COMET. Research teams may need to visit multiple times but will do 
their best to coordinate these visits with county offices and the producers to let them know when they plan to 
be on the property. Teams have been trained to avoid any trampling or other damage to surrounding crop or 
conservation lands and have been trained to minimize any impacts on the CRP site themselves.  Regardless, 
the sampling will not affect program compliance in any way.  
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FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy 
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs). 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after 
harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may 
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar 
and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2023 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests 
for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local FSA 
Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when 
payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment 
limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds 
$900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn 
a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your Local County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped up, 
airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

If you take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral, remember that you are 
responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan. 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain Results in Financial Penalties 

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior written 
authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial penalties for 
unauthorized dispositions are severe and your name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year 
period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan.

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find information on USDA 
farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations. 
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
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USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better 
understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple 
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting 
their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan 
application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to 
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as 
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and 
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service 
center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” 
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to 
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the 
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage 
accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by 
logging into the website.  USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive 
farm loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can 
visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help 
their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.
 

 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#step-1
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

  
Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B 

Boise, Idaho 83709 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

  

Acting State Executive Director 
Farm Program Chief 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov                       

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Idaho FSA State Committee 

Roy Bunderson - Committee Chair 
Marie Linehan 
Brett Stevenson 

Farm Loan Chief 

Susan R. Smith 208-378-5664 
susan.r.smith@usda.gov                      

Next State Committee Meeting:    September 20, 2023 

Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local 

office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id   
 

 

mailto:charles.newhouse@usda.gov
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