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Important Dates 
• September 4:  Labor Day - Office's Closed  
• September 30:  Margin Protection Insurance Plan Sales Closing Date 
• October 31:  Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) 

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs. 

 

Emergency Haying, Grazing of Conservation Reserve 
Program Acres Available to Help Livestock Producers 
Weather Drought 

Agricultural producers impacted by drought can now request haying and 
grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres in certain Idaho 
counties, while still receiving their full rental payment for the land.   

Outside of the primary nesting season, emergency haying and grazing of CRP 
acres may be authorized to provide relief to livestock producers in areas 
affected by a severe drought or similar natural disaster.  The primary nesting 
season for Idaho ended August 1. Counties are approved for emergency 

haying and grazing due to drought conditions on a county-by-county basis when a county is designated as 
level “D2 Drought - Severe” according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. FSA provides a weekly, online update 
of eligible counties. 
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Producers can use the CRP acreage under the emergency grazing provisions for their livestock or may grant 
another livestock producer use of the CRP acreage. 

Producers interested in emergency haying or grazing of CRP acres must notify their FSA county office before 
starting any activities. This includes producers accessing CRP acres held by someone else. To maintain 
contract compliance, producers must have their conservation plan modified by USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 

Emergency CRP Haying and Grazing Option 

CRP emergency haying and grazing is available in eligible counties as long as stand condition can support 
grazing and a modified conservation plan is in place. In eligible counties, hay may be cut once each program 
year (Oct. 1-Sept. 30). According to an approved conservation plan, haying must conclude prior to Aug. 31 to 
allow time for regrowth prior to winter conditions. 

CRP emergency grazing is available in eligible counties as long as it does not exceed 90 days each program 
year (Oct. 1-Sept. 30) and must stop when the minimum grazing height is reached, as established within the 
modified CRP conservation plan or when the county is no longer eligible for emergency haying and grazing. 

Non-Emergency CRP Haying and Grazing Option 

For producers not in an eligible county, there are options available under non-emergency haying and grazing 
provisions outside of the primary nesting season, including: 

• Haying of all CRP practices, except for CP12 Wildlife Food Plots and several tree practices not more 
than once every three years for a 25% payment reduction. For non-emergency haying requests, 25% 
of the requested acreage must be left unhayed. 

• Grazing of CRP acres not more than every other year for a 25% payment reduction. 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program Provisions If the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) triggers in 
a county for 2023 grazing losses due to drought, the provisions for CRP emergency haying and grazing 
change. There may be restrictions on grazing carrying capacity and which CRP practices can be hayed. 
Idaho currently has 9 counties where LFP has triggered and where certain CRP emergency grazing and 
haying restrictions might apply. 

Additional Drought Assistance 

Other drought assistance programs are available for livestock producers. Producers who experience livestock 
deaths and feed losses due to natural disasters may be eligible for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program. This program also provides eligible producers with compensation 
for feed losses as well as water hauling expenses and above normal expenses for hauling feed to livestock and 
hauling livestock to forage or other grazing acres.  

Additional disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the farmers.gov Drought 
Webpage, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool. 

For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance 
agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against 
lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), 
among others. 
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To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2023 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest 
date. For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a 
loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Making Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the 
farming operation. 

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be requested 
by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all of the required signatures are on 
FSA-155 and all other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon: 

• Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate 

• Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two 
or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more 
persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method, the 
land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and 
seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

• DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract 

• Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact your Local County USDA Service Center.
 

Reporting Organic Crops 
If you want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
organic price and you select the "organic" option on your NAP application, you 
must report your crops as organic. 

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the 
organic acreage. 
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You must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying agent 
indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include: 

• name of certified individuals 
• address 
• telephone number 
• effective date of certification 
• certificate number 
• list of commodities certified 
• name and address of certifying agent 
• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone 

acreage 
Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic 
sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written certificate, they are 
still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional and 
buffer zone acreage. 

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your Local County USDA Service Center. 

 

Cover Crop Guidelines 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy for cover crop practices. 

Cover crops, such as grasses, legumes and forbs, can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a 
subsequent crop, after prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop. 

Termination: 

The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on zones 
and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines 
visit nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop Termination 
Guidelines.” 

The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or intentionally terminated through 
chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and terminated according to 
NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not considered a crop for crop insurance purposes. 

Reporting: 

The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops 

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA policy 
change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is being 
hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program. 

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated 
properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop. 

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the farm. In 
these situations, a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm. 
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Financial Assistance Application Process Opens for USDA 
Farm Loan Borrowers Who Have Faced Discrimination 
USDA announced the opening of the financial assistance application process for eligible farmers, ranchers, 
and forest landowners who experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021. 
Section 22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) directs USDA to provide this assistance. Since the law’s 
passage, USDA has worked diligently to design the program in accordance with significant stakeholder input.  

The program website, 22007apply.gov, is now open. The website includes an English- and Spanish-language 
application that applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, information on how to obtain 
technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources and details about the program.  

Farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination by USDA in its farm loan programs 
prior to January 1, 2021 and/or are currently debtors with assigned or assumed USDA farm loan debt that 
was the subject of USDA discrimination that occurred prior to January 1, 2021, are eligible for this program.   

To apply, borrowers have the option to apply via the e-filing portal at 22007apply.gov or submit paper-based 
forms via mail or in-person delivery to the program’s local offices. The application process will be open from 
July 7 to October 31, 2023. Under the planned timeline, applications will be reviewed in November and 
December, with payments reaching recipients soon thereafter. Importantly, applicants should know that the 
application process is not on a first come, first served, basis. All applications received or postmarked before 
the October 31 deadline will be considered.  

To support producers throughout the application process, USDA is ensuring that organizations with extensive 
experience conducting outreach to farm organizations are able to support individuals who may be eligible for 
the program. These groups include AgrAbility, Farmer Veteran Coalition, Farmers’ Legal Action 
Group, Federation of Southern Cooperatives, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Land Loss Prevention 
Program, National Young Farmers Coalition, and Rural Coalition.   

Vendors operating four regional hubs are also providing technical assistance and working closely with these 
and other community-based organizations to conduct outreach using digital and grassroots strategies, to 
ensure potential applicants are informed about the program and have the opportunity to apply. These hubs 
are operating a network of brick-and-mortar program offices and will conduct extensive outreach about the 
program. Windsor Group serves farmers in the eastern regions of the U.S. and Analytic Acquisitions serves 
the western regions. A national administrator, Midtown Group, is responsible for program oversight and 
integrity, and will lead a national call-center, operate the application website - 22007apply.gov, which is now 
open – and review and process applications and payments. All vendors have experience in professional 
services, supporting government contracts, and complex program operations.    

In standing up this program, USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading misleading 
information about the discrimination assistance process, pressuring people to sign retainer agreements, and 
asking people to fill out forms with private and sensitive information. As of today, the official application 
process has begun and filling out an application is free.  

No attorneys’ fees will be paid to applicants or their counsel by USDA or by any other agency or department 
of the United States. The amount of financial assistance will not be increased for those claimants who are 
represented by an attorney. Applicants are not required to retain an attorney. USDA, the national 
administrator, and the regional hub vendors will neither recommend that any applicant retain counsel or retain 
a specific attorney or law firm, nor discourage an applicant from obtaining counsel or using a specific attorney 
or law firm. For more information, read our fact sheet about the program timeline and ways to protect against 
possible scams.  
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Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B 

Boise, Idaho 83709 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

  

Acting State Executive Director 
Farm Program Chief 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov                       

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Idaho FSA State Committee 

Roy Bunderson - Committee Chair 
Marie Linehan 
Brett Stevenson 

Farm Loan Chief 

Susan R. Smith 208-378-5664 
susan.r.smith@usda.gov                      

Next State Committee Meeting:    September 20, 2023 

Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local 

office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id   
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