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USDA Announces Enrollment Period for
Safety Net Coverage in 2018
Farmers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the
2018 crop year. The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year,
producers must enroll by signing a contract each program year.
The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment
period will not be eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or
PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm revenues
fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by
the program. Producers who made their elections in previous years
must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill
and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a
substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities.
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Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored
Loan Grain
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins
are overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow is hindered and the
chance of spoilage increases.
Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farmstored grain as collateral should remember that they are responsible
for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan.
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2018 Acreage Reporting Dates
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit your local
county FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed below or 15 calendar days before grazing or
harvesting of the crop begins.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Indiana:
January 2 - Honey
January 15 - Apples
June 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/1-5/31 in Knox County)
July 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/10-6/15 in all counties), all other crops
August 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/16-8/5 in Fulton, LaPorte, Porter, and St. Joseph Counties)
September 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/1-8/15 in Knox County)
September 30 - Value Loss and Controlled Environment Crop (for the coming program year)
November 15 - Perennial Grazing and Forage Crops (alfalfa, grass, mixed forages, clover, etc.)
December 15 - Fall Mint, Fall-Seeded Small Grains
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:





If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate
documentation must be provided to the county office.
If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.
Cucumbers and crops for NAP coverage may have dates not included on the chart above. Visit your
local county office for details.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local county FSA office.
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CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages
Enrolled in CRP and the Farm Programs
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, approved
vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the contract after the
practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable vegetation, weeds (including
noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or adversely impact other
landowners in the area.
All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted outside
the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Indiana is April 1 through August 1 each
year for contracts which started in 2008. If your contract was approved prior to 2008, then the primary nesting
season is March 1 through July 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the
primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would
adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected areas in the
field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. The County Committee
will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain the approved cover.
Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times.

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop Year
All participants of FSA programs who request program benefits are required to submit a completed CCC-902
(Farming Operation Plan) and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure
of Tax Information to be considered for payment eligibility and payment limitation applicable for the program
benefits.
Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and payment limitation
purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may affect the determination of record. A valid
CCC-902 filed by the participant is considered to be a continuous certification used for all payment eligibility
and payment limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits requested.
Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related forms on file in the
county Office are correct at all times. Participants are required to timely notify the county office of any
changes in the farming operation that may affect the determination of record by filing a new or updated CCC902 as applicable.
Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a change of:


Shares of a contract, which may reflect:
-A land lease from cash rent to share rent
-A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule)
-A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement







The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of cropland that may affect
the application of a cropland factor
The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's share
The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor, and/or active
personal management
Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming interests of a spouse or
minor child
Financial status that may affect the 3-year average for the determination of average AGI or other
changes that affects eligibility under the average adjusted gross income limitations.
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Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established for each applicable
program for which program benefits are being requested.

USDA Announces a Near-Record Year for Farm Loans
Infusing Rural Communities with Stronger Businesses and Sounder Agricultural Economies
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced another year of high
activity in its farm loan programs. Hard-working farm families across the country accessed nearly $6 billion in
new credit, either directly or guaranteed through commercial lenders in 2017. At year end, FSA was assisting
more than 120,000 family farmers with loans totaling just over $25 billion.
FSA provides a variety of loan assistance, including direct and guaranteed farm ownership loans, operating
loans and even direct Microloans up to $50,000 and EZ Guarantees up to $100,000 with streamlined
application processes.
More than 25,000 direct and guaranteed FSA loans went to beginning or underserved farmers and ranchers.
Over 4,200 beginning farmers received direct farm ownership loans from FSA to make their first land
purchase. And of the approximately 6,500 Microloans made in the last fiscal year, three-quarters (almost
4,900) went to beginning farmers, 1,000 went to women and 400 to veterans.
FSA’s direct farm loans are unique in that the agency provides technical assistance in addition to credit.
Consistent with efforts to continually improve technical assistance, today FSA announced the publication of
two booklets that will serve as important informational tools and resources for existing and prospective farm
loan borrowers.
Your FSA Farm Loan Compass booklet was recently developed specifically for farmers who have an
existing farm loan with FSA. It provides detailed guidance outlining borrower responsibilities and the servicing
options that FSA offers. It also addresses common questions borrowers may have as they navigate through
loan program requirements and the financial concepts involved.
Originally published in 2012, Your Guide to FSA Farm Loans was designed for new loan customers. It
provides information about the various types of farm loans available and guides new borrowers through the
application process. The revised version addresses program changes and includes new loan offerings, like
the popular Microloan program that was rolled out after the publication of the original Guide.
“Your FSA Farm Loan Compass” and “Your Guide to FSA Farm Loans” are available on the FSA website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/dafl. Farmers are encouraged to download and share them with others in their community
who may require assistance in understanding FSA’s loans and servicing processes. For additional information
about FSA farm loans, please contact your loan officer or other FSA staff at your local office. To find your
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Participation in NASS Agriculture Census Crucial to Infrastructure,
Education, Technology and More
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) mailed the 2017 Census of Agriculture to approximately
three million U.S. producers. Many producers don’t realize how answering, or not answering, NASS surveys
and questionnaires directly impacts them, their communities, or their industries. Even if producers do not use
the results themselves or take advantage of USDA or other agriculture programs and services that rely on the
data, everyone is affected by rural development. Data collected from the survey affects how resources are
directed to such things as roads, internet access, veteran health clinics, agribusiness set-up, disaster relief,
and much more.
In addition to being used by policymakers, the data also justifies research and the development of new
technologies. Census data are also used to determine where there should be agriculture education in schools
and to simply promote the importance of agriculture among non-agricultural neighbors.

4

This year, NASS will collect new information, including data on active duty and military veteran farmers, as
well as expanded questions about food marketing practices.
When farmers receive the census forms, they can complete the questionnaire either online through an
improved, user-friendly system (calculates totals automatically and skips questions that do not pertain to that
operation), or they may still complete the questionnaire and submit it via mail.
Census responses are due by February 5, 2018. The results will be available beginning in February 2019 in
aggregate form only to ensure that no individual operation or producer can be identified as required by federal
law.
For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call Greg Matli
at 765-414-1157.

USDA and SCORE Launch Innovative Mentorship Effort to Support
New Farmers and Ranchers
USDA is collaborating with SCORE - www.score.org - the nation’s largest network of volunteer, expert
business mentors in an effort to provide free business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural
and rural business owners.
SCORE volunteer mentors with backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations, business and
financial planning will provide local expertise and free one-on-one business mentoring to new and existing
farmers and business owners as they work through the process of starting up and maintaining their
businesses. No matter what stage your business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing
business plans, navigating financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics in order to
help you succeed.
FSA invites you to learn more and sign up for a mentor today at https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers
become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural
productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.
Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down
payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 percent of the
total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being purchased,
provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint
Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.
To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used
to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan
applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least
three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show
documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a
laborer.
For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To
find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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Guaranteed Loan Program
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's
normal underwriting criteria. Farmers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the lender arranges
for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan.
Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes.
Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop
farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.
Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.
FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary depending
on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.
Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.

Dates to Remember
Continuing through August 1, 2018: Enrollment for 2018 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) Programs
January 31: Deadline to file Tree Assistance Program (TAP) application
February 2: Deadline to apply for Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) for unshorn pelts produced during the
2017 crop year
February 15: NAP buy-up premiums due
February 19: Offices closed in observance of George Washington's Birthday
March 15: NAP application closing date for annual spring/summer planted crops not limited to: beans, beets,
broccoli, brussel sprouts, cabbage, canola, cantaloupes, carrots, cauliflower, corn, cucumbers, eggplant,
garlic, greens, herbs, honeydew, lettuce, oats, okra, onions, peas, peppers, potatoes, pumpkins, radishes,
sorghum, squash, tomatillos, tomatoes, and watermelon
March 31: Final date to obtain loans or Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP's) on 2017 harvested small grains
May 1: NAP application closing date for nursery (ornamental nursery and nonornamental propagation
nursery) for the crop year June 1 - May 31

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

