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From the Desk of the State Executive
Director
National Ag Day was recognized on March 20 this year but every day
is Ag Day! I support and celebrate the hard work and
accomplishments of American producers who diligently work to
provide food, fiber and more to the United States and countries
around the world every day. To ensure a prosperous future for
American agriculture, FSA provides continuous support to
agriculturalists across the country.
FSA is rural America’s engine for economic growth, job creation and
development, offering local service to millions of rural producers. In
fiscal year 2017, USDA Farm Loan programs provided $6 billion in
support to producers across America, the second highest total in FSA
history. FSA also distributed $1.6 billion in Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) payments to over 375,000 Americans to improve
water quality, reduce soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat.

For agricultural producers who suffered market downturns in 2016,
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response to natural disasters throughout the country, including last
year’s hurricanes in Florida, Texas, Puerto Rico and the Virgin
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To support beginning farmers and ranchers, Agriculture Secretary
Sonny Perdue signed a Memorandum of Understanding with officials
from SCORE, the nation’s largest volunteer network of expert
business mentors, to support new and beginning farmers. The
agreement provides new help and resources for beginning ranchers,
veterans, women, socially disadvantaged Americans and others,
providing new tools to help them both grow and thrive in
agribusiness.
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I am honored to administer programs that enable our producers to
manage their risks when the agriculture industry faces hardship. On
behalf of the Indiana Farm Service Agency, I would like to thank our
agricultural producers for continuing to feed our nation and the world.
Steve

USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018
Farmers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety
net program may now enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.
The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers
who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period.
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice
(which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and
wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these programs,
go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers.
USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, African
Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders.
Underserved or beginning farmers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can apply for
either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed
loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee
up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to
make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting
criteria.
The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of small,
beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
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ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.
To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.
For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

Borrower Training
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.
Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help
the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build
equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training is
provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list
of approved vendors.

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.
For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental
review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and
emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before
starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground
disturbance.
Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.
Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.
Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross income
provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm operator/tenants/owners who
have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their
recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure that their
landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2016 ARC/PLC payments and 2017 CRP
payments.
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FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. Unlike the past, producers must have
the CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Clearing Wooded Areas, Draining, or Bringing New Land Into
Production
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.
Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.
Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your
eligibility for benefits.
Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to
determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is
necessary.

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped
up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.
Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral should
remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan.

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior
written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial
penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on a loan
violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan.

Organic Certification Cost Share Program
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to producers
and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the
National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of their
certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017, through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per certification
scope.
Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments
and postage.
Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations.
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Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-andservices/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized.
The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" and
entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page.
To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a local
FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

Still Time to be Counted in the 2017 Census of Agriculture
Indiana farmers still have time to be counted in the 2017 Census of Agriculture, according to Greg
Matli, State Statistician of the USDA, NASS, Indiana Field Office. Although the first deadline has just
passed, NASS will continue to accept Census information through the spring to get a complete and
accurate picture of American agriculture that represents all farmers.
"We thank everyone who has completed their Census to date and ask those that have not yet returned
their Census to please take the time to do it," said Matli. "A lot is at stake if producers are not
represented in this data. Census data have and will continue to influence important decisions for
American agriculture. The data will affect every operation and every farming community at some point,
whether it be through farm policy, disaster relief, insurance or loan programs, infrastructure
improvements, or agribusiness setup. There is accuracy and strength in numbers, which is why NASS
is committed to giving producers every opportunity to respond."
Federal law mandates that everyone who received the 2017 Census of Agriculture questionnaire
complete it and return it even if not currently farming. NASS will continue to follow-up with producers
through the spring with mailings, phone calls, and personal visits. To avoid these additional contacts,
farmers are encouraged to complete their Census either online at www.agcounts.usda.gov or by mail
as soon as possible. Responding online saves time by skipping sections that do not apply and
automatically calculating totals. The online questionnaire is accessible on desktops, laptops, and
mobile devices.
For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov. For
questions or assistance filling out the Census, call toll-free (888) 424-7828.

Dates to Remember
Continuing through August 1, 2018: Enrollment for 2018 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs
March 31: Final date to obtain loans or Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP's) on 2017 harvested small
grains
May 1: NAP application closing date for nursery (ornamental nursery and nonornamental propagation
nursery) for the crop year June 1 - May 31
May 28: Offices closed in observance of Memorial Day
May 31: Final date to obtain loans or LDP's on 2017 harvested feed grains and soybeans
June 1: Date used to establish ownership interest for person or legal entity for program purposes
June 1: Date used for the determination of minor child for program purposes
June 15: Reporting date for cucumbers (Planted 5/1 to 5/31) in Knox County
June 20: Final date to submit a prevented planting claim for corn
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

