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USDA Adds Shelled Almonds and Fresh
Sweet Cherries to Market Facilitation
Program, Timeline for Hog Producers
Expanded
USDA announced the addition of commodities to the trade
mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from
damage due to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations.
Starting Monday, Sept. 24, producers of shelled almonds and
fresh sweet cherries may apply for Market Facilitation Program
(MFP) payments at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.
In addition, the timeline for hog producers has been extended.
The sign-up period for MFP for other eligible commodities is now
open and runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and
instructions provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp. The MFP is
established under the statutory authority of the Commodity
Credit Corporation CCC Charter Act and is under the
administration of USDA’s FSA. Eligible producers should apply
after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued once
production is reported.
A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total
production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a specific commodity.
A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
USDA.
The initial MFP payment rates starting Sept. 24:
•
•

Shelled Almonds - $0.03 per pound
Fresh Sweet Cherries - $0.16 per pound

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity at a
combined $125,000 for shelled almonds and fresh sweet
cherries.
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Eligible applicants must have an ownership interest in the
commodity, be actively engaged in farming, and have an
average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 2014, 2015,
and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply
with the provisions of the “Highly Erodible Land and Wetland
Conservation” regulations.
Expanded Hog Timeline
USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the
Aug. 1, 2018, date does not accurately represent the number of
head of live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any
date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018 that correctly reflects
their actual operation.
MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp.
Applications can be completed at a local FSA office or submitted
electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.

USDA Launches Trade Mitigation Programs
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign up
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP).
USDA provided details in August of the programs to be employed. USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) will administer the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) to provide payments to corn, cotton,
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers. In addition, USDA just announced starting
September 24 producers of shelled almonds and fresh sweet cherries may apply for MFP payments
(see article above). An announcement about further payments will be made in the coming months,
if warranted.
The sign-up period for MFP is now open and runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and
instructions provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to cotton, corn, dairy, hog,
sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers who have been significantly impacted by actions of foreign
governments resulting in the loss of traditional exports. Eligible producers should apply after
harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued once production is reported.
A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP
rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
USDA.
Market Facilitation Program
Commodity

Cotton
Corn
Dairy (milk)
Pork (hogs)
Soybeans
Sorghum
Wheat
Total

Est. Initial Payment**

$0.06/lb.
$0.01/bu.
$0.12/cwt.
$8.00/head
$1.65/bu.
$0.86/bu.
$0.14/bu.

Initial Payment Rate
(in $1,000s)
$276,900
$96,000
$127,400
$290,300
$3,629,700
$156,800
$119,200
$4,696,300

**Initial payment rate on 50% of production
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MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, and wheat
capped per person or legal entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined $125,000 for dairy
and hog producers. Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years
2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations.
For more further information or to locate and contact local FSA offices, interested producers can
visit www.farmers.gov.

Deadline Nearing for USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net
Coverage in 2018
Farmers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
safety net program still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period for farms
without generic base acres will end on Sept. 28, 2018. Producers with generic base acres have until
Dec. 7, 2018, to allocate generic base acres, update yields, make a program election for seed
cotton base acres and enroll farms that formerly contained generic base acres.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.
The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment
period.
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and upland cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go
to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit https://www.farmers.gov/.

Payments to Deceased Producers
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.
If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of
precedence of the representatives of the producer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

administrator or executor of the estate
the surviving spouse
surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children
surviving father and mother
surviving brothers and sisters
heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
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issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.
If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.
Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.
FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.

2018 Acreage Reporting Dates
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
your local county FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed below or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Indiana:
January 2 - Honey
January 15 - Apples
June 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/1-5/31 in Knox County)
July 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/10-6/15 in all counties), all other crops
August 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/16-8/5 in Fulton, LaPorte, Porter, and St. Joseph Counties)
September 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/1-8/15 in Knox County)
September 30 - Value Loss and Controlled Environment Crop (for the coming program year)
November 15 - Perennial Grazing and Forage Crops (alfalfa, grass, mixed forages, clover, etc.)
December 15 - Fall Mint, Fall-Seeded Small Grains
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:
•
•
•
•

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.
If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.
Cucumbers and crops for NAP coverage may have dates not included on the chart
above. Visit your local county office for details.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local county
FSA office.

Eligibility for Elections for the 2018 County Committee
Elections for USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s County Committees are underway.
It is important that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the USDA.
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To be eligible to vote in the elections, a person must:
Meet requirement one (see explanation below) or meet requirement two, and requirement three
(see explanation below).
Requirement One: Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as either: an
individual who meets one or more of the following; (a) is eligible to vote in one’s own right, (b) is a
partner of a general partnership, (c) is a member of a joint venture OR an authorized representative
of a legal entity, such as: (a) a corporation, estate, trust, limited partnership or other business
enterprise, excluding general partnership and joint ventures or (b) a state, political subdivision of a
state or any state agency (only the designated representative may cast a vote for the entity).
Requirement Two: Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations of
an entire farm.
Requirement Three: Participates or cooperates in an FSA program that is provided by law.
County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters on Nov. 5, 2018. The last day to
return completed ballots to the USDA service center is Dec. 3, 2018.
For more information on FSA county committees, visit: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

USDA Commodity Loans Available to Producers
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency reminds producers that Marketing
Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) are available to help producers
through periods of low market prices. The 2014 Farm Bill authorized MALs and LDPs for the 2014
to 2018 crop years.
MALs provide interim financing and allow producers to delay the sale of the commodity at harvesttime lows and wait until more favorable market conditions emerge. A producer who is eligible to
obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available.
MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans and
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey.
County FSA offices are now accepting requests for 2018 MALs and LDPs for all eligible
commodities after harvest.
Before MAL repayments and LDP disbursements can be made, producers must meet the
requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash-rent tenant and member contribution.
In order to meet eligibility requirements, producers must retain beneficial interest in the commodity,
meaning they have control of the commodity or a title to the commodity, until the MAL is repaid or
the Commodity Credit Corporation takes title to the commodity.
The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed
$125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage payments, Marketing Loan Gains and LDPs. These payment
limitations do not apply to MAL disbursements.
Producers or legal entities whose total applicable three-year average adjusted gross income
exceeds $900,000 are not eligible for Marketing Loan Gains and LDPs, but are eligible for MALs
repaid at principal plus interest.
For more information, please visit your local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local
USDA service center, visit www.farmers.gov.
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Final Planting Dates
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so
please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages
Enrolled in CRP and the Farm Programs
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate,
approved vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the
contract after the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable
vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing
cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area.
All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Indiana is April 1 through
August 1 each year for contracts which started in 2008. If your contract was approved prior to 2008,
then the primary nesting season is March 1 through July 15. However, spot treatment of the
acreage may be allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the
weeds, insects or undesirable species would adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance,
spot treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires County Committee approval
prior to beginning the spot treatment. The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if
such activities are needed to maintain the approved cover.
Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.
USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.
Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.
The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.
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To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.
For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

Borrower Training
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.
Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to
help the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and
build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower
training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan
Manager for a list of approved vendors.

Dates to Remember
Continuing through January 15, 2019: Market Facilitation Program (MFP) Sign-up
September 28: Deadline to enroll in 2018 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) Programs
September 28: 2018 MPP-Dairy premiums due
September 30: Reporting date for value loss and controlled environment crop (for the coming
program year)
September 30: Deadline to report changes in interest on ARC or PLC contracts
September 30: NAP application closing date for garlic, wheat, barley, rye and mint for the following
year’s crop
October 8: Offices closed in observance of Columbus Day
November 1: Final application for payment for 2018 ELAP for losses occurring 10/1/2017 to
9/30/2018
November 4: Final date to submit a prevented planting claim for 2019 fall wheat with 10/20 final
plant date
November 5: County committee election ballots mailed to eligible voters
November 12: Offices closed in observance of Veteran’s Day
November 15: Reporting date for 2019 perennial grazing and forage crops (alfalfa, grass, mixed
forages, clover, etc.)
November 15: Final date to submit a prevented planting claim for 2019 fall wheat with 10/31 final
plant date
November 15: NAP application closing date for perennial grazing and forage crops (alfalfa, grass,
mixed forages, clover, etc.)
November 20: NAP application closing date for apples, apricots, aronia (chokeberry), asparagus,
blueberries, caneberries, cherries, grapes, hops, nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, strawberries
November 22: Offices closed in observance of Thanksgiving Day
December 1: NAP application closing date for honey for the following year
December 3: County committee election ballots returned to FSA Office (in person or postmarked by
mail)
December 15: Reporting date for 2019 fall mint, fall-seeded small grains
December 25: Offices closed in observance of Christmas Day
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

