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Producers are Encouraged to Report
Prevented Planting and Failed Acres
Producers who wish to receive history credit for either prevented
planting or failed acreage must file a Notice of Loss with the Farm
Service Agency.
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576,
Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final
planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management
Agency (RMA). Producers should be ready to provide
documentation to support their planting intentions such as
information about any field preparations, fertilizer applications,
purchase of seed, etc.
The final planting date for corn in Indiana is June 5th and the final
planting date for soybeans is June 20th (for both initial and double
crop). The final planting date for Hybrid Seed Corn and Popcorn is
May 31st. For inquiries about final planting dates for other crops,
producers should contact their local FSA office.
As an alternative, FSA will accept the report of prevented planting
acreage as timely if it was filed timely with crop insurance
(supporting documentation must be provided). If the request for
prevented planting history credit is not filed timely, any late-filed
request will be assessed a measurement service fee per farm and
any approvals will be subject to assessment of the disaster
condition during a farm visit.
Additionally, producers with failed acres should file form CCC-576,
Notice of Loss, to report acreage destroyed or damaged by
disaster. This must be filed prior to destruction of the crop to
provide FSA with an opportunity to inspect the acreage.
For losses on crops covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, producers must file
a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or
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when losses become apparent. Additionally, many crops covered
by NAP require an initial notification of loss be made to the FSA
administrative office within 72 hours of loss occurrence or loss
becoming apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for
failed acres on all crops including grasses to ensure the
opportunity to receive acreage reporting history credit for the crop
as well as potential program benefits.
For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports,
please contact your local county FSA office.

Livestock Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock deaths
in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.
LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of
normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards,
wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock
deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry
and management.
For 2019 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when
the loss is first apparent.
Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later
than 90 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.
•
•
•

Proof of death documentation
Copy of growers contracts
Proof of normal mortality documentation

In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March
1, 2020.
Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Livestock Inventory Records
Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary in
the event of a natural disaster.
When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.
To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is
apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office
within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and
receipts.
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Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:
•
•

Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.

Timely Filing a Notice of Loss
Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered
by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), producers must timely report damage or
loss to their administrative County Office. For all low yield and value-loss crop claims, a CCC-576 Part
B Notice of Loss must be filed within 15 calendar days of earlier of the date disaster occurs (or
becomes apparent) or the normal harvest date. However, all producers should be aware that
deadlines to provide initial notice to FSA do now vary by method of harvest and crop.
Crops that are either hand-harvested or other crops determined by FSA to deteriorate quickly and
therefore need prompt appraisal must notify FSA within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first
becomes apparent. This initial notice may be by the filing of the CCC-576 Part B, e-mail, FAX, or a
phone call. When initial notice is by email, FAX, or phone, County Offices will provide a Receipt for
Service with additional requirements. A CCC-576 Notice of Loss will still be required within 15
calendar days of earlier of date of occurrence/appearance of damage or harvest date.
Other crops, such as forages and grains, continue to have the 15 day requirement to file a required
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by
any producer with an interest in the crop. This Notice of Loss must be filed within 15 calendar days of
the earlier of date of occurrence/appearance of damage or harvest date.
If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 Part B must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.
Further, to receive NAP assistance for claimed losses producers must timely file an Application for
Payment on CCC-576 (Parts D through H) along with all required production records. Each producer
on the unit must file their own application for payment. The deadline to apply for payment is 60
calendar days after the end of coverage for the crop year on the unit. There are no late-file provisions
for NAP Applications for Payment.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and FarmRaised Fish Program (ELAP)
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not
covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.
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Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2018 to
Sept. 30, 2019 must file:
•
•

A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent.
An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2019.

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
•
•
•

ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

USDA Reopens Continuous CRP Signup
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept applications beginning June 3, 2019, for certain
practices under the continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup and will offer extensions
for expiring CRP contracts. The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized CRP, one of the country’s largest
conservation programs.
FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the continuous CRP signup when 2014 Farm Bill
authority expired. Since passage of the 2018 Farm Bill last December, Fordyce said FSA has carefully
analyzed the language and determined that a limited signup prioritizing water-quality practices furthers
conservation goals and makes sense for producers as FSA works to fully implement the program.
Continuous CRP Signup
This year’s signup will include such practices as grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers,
wetland restoration and others. View a full list of practices approved for this program.
Continuous signup enrollment contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration. Soil rental rates will be set at
90 percent of the existing rates. Incentive payments will not be offered for these contracts.
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Signup
FSA will also reopen signup for existing Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
agreements. Fact sheets on current CREP agreements are available on this webpage.
Other CRP Signup Options
FSA will open a CRP general signup in December 2019 and a CRP Grasslands signup later.
CRP Contract Extensions
A one-year extension will be offered to existing CRP participants who have expiring CRP contracts of
14 years or less. Producers eligible for an extension will receive a letter describing their options.
Alternatively, producers with expiring contracts may have the option to enroll in the Transition
Incentives Program, which provides two additional annual rental payments on the condition the land is
sold or rented to a beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group.
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More Information
Producers interested in applying for continuous CRP practices, including those under existing CREP
agreements, or who need an extension, should contact their USDA service center beginning June 3.
To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

USDA Announces New Decision Tool for New Dairy Margin
Coverage Program
USDA announced the availability of a new web-based tool – developed in partnership with the
University of Wisconsin – to help dairy producers evaluate various scenarios using different coverage
levels through the new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program.
The 2018 Farm Bill authorized DMC, a voluntary risk management program that offers financial
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed cost
(the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. It replaces the program
previously known as the Margin Protection Program for Dairy. Sign up for this USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA) program opens on June 17.
The University of Wisconsin launched the decision support tool in cooperation with FSA and funded
through a cooperative agreement with the USDA Office of the Chief Economist. The tool was
designed to help producers determine the level of coverage under a variety of conditions that will
provide them with the strongest financial safety net. It allows farmers to simplify their coverage level
selection by combining operation data and other key variables to calculate coverage needs based on
price projections.
The decision tool assists producers with calculating total premiums costs and administrative fees
associated with participation in DMC. It also forecasts payments that will be made during the coverage
year.
For more information, access the tool at fsa.usda.gov/dmc-tool. For DMC sign up, eligibility and
related program information, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Announces March Income over Feed Cost Margin
Triggers Third 2019 Dairy Safety Net Payment
Dairy Margin Coverage Program Sign-Up Begins June 17
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced this week that the March 2019 income over feed cost
margin was $8.85 per hundredweight (cwt.), triggering the third payment for dairy producers who
purchase the appropriate level of coverage under the new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program.
DMC, which replaces the Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy), offers protection to dairy
producers when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls
below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer.
The signup period for DMC opens June 17, 2019. Dairy producers who elect a DMC coverage level
between $9 and $9.50 would be eligible for a payment for January, February and March 2019.
For example, a dairy operation that chooses to enroll an established production history of 3 million
pounds (30,000 cwt.) and elects the $9.50 coverage level on 95 percent of production would receive
$1,543.75 for March.
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Sample calculation:
$9.50 - $8.85 margin = $0.65 difference
$0.65 x 95 percent of production x 2,500 cwt. (30,000 cwt./12) = $1,543.75
DMC premiums are paid annually. The calculated annual premium for coverage at $9.50 on 95
percent of a 3-million-pound production history for this example would be $4,275.
Sample calculation:
3,000,000 x 95 percent = 2,850,000/100 = 28,500 cwt. x 0.150 premium fee = $4,275
The dairy operation in the example calculation will pay $4,275 in total premium payments for all of
2019 and receive $8,170 in DMC payments for January, February and March combined. Additional
payments will be made if calculated margins remain below the $9.50/cwt level.
All participants are also required to pay an annual $100 administrative fee in addition to any premium,
and payments will be subject to a 6.2 percent reduction to account for federal sequestration.
Operations making a one-time election to participate in DMC through 2023 are eligible to receive a 25
percent discount on their premium for the existing margin coverage rates. For the example above, this
would reduce the annual premium by $1,068.75.
About DMC
On December 20, 2018, President Trump signed into law the 2018 Farm Bill, which provides support,
certainty and stability to our nation’s farmers, ranchers and land stewards by enhancing farm support
programs, improving crop insurance, maintaining disaster programs and promoting and supporting
voluntary conservation. FSA is committed to implementing these changes as quickly and effectively as
possible, and today’s updates are part of meeting that goal.
Recently, FSA announced the availability of the DMC decision support tool as well as repayment
options for producers who were enrolled in MPP-Dairy.
For DMC signup, eligibility and related dairy program information, visit the DMC webpage or contact
your local USDA service center. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules
Unchanged from Previous Farm Bill
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect
producers who intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as
amended by the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018.
Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or
wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung
beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not
considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction. Farms that are eligible to participate
in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild
rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that year. Eligibility for succeeding years
is not affected.
Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acrefor-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the base acres
of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base
acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage.
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Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s Commodity
Credit Corporation.

Farm Reconstitutions
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on
the farming operation.
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon.
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in
settling an estate;
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two
or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more
persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the
land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and
seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
your local county FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed below or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Indiana:
January 2 - Honey
January 15 - Apples
June 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/1-5/31 in Knox County)
July 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/10-6/15 in all counties), all other crops
August 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/16-8/5 in Fulton, LaPorte, Porter, and St. Joseph Counties)
September 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/1-8/15 in Knox County)
September 30 - Value Loss and Controlled Environment Crop (for the coming program year)
December 15 - Fall Mint, Fall-Seeded Small Grains
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:
•
•
•

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.
If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.
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•

Cucumbers and crops for NAP coverage may have dates not included on the chart above.
Visit your local county office for details.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local county FSA
office.

CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages
Enrolled in CRP and the Farm Programs
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, approved
vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the contract after
the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable vegetation, weeds
(including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or adversely
impact other landowners in the area.
All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Indiana is April 1 through
August 1 each year for contracts which started in 2008. If your contract was approved prior to 2008,
then the primary nesting season is March 1 through July 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage
may be allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds,
insects or undesirable species would adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot
treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to
beginning the spot treatment. The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such
activities are needed to maintain the approved cover.
Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers
and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations,
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.
Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular,
down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for
smaller financial needs up to $50,000.
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up
to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the
property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The
maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment period for the loan is
up to 40 years.
To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted.
The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm
or ranch was not solely as a laborer.
For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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Direct Loans
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to establish,
maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct
loans.
Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts,
excluding real estate.
Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.
The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan
amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms
vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.
Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

USDA Seeks Feedback From Growers About 2019 Crops,
Stocks, Inventories, Values
During the first two weeks of June, U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS) will conduct two major mid-year surveys, the June Agricultural Survey and the June
Area Survey. The agency will survey over 2,500 farmers across Indiana to determine crop acreage
and supplies levels in 2019.
“Due to the widespread and significant impact of its results, the June Agricultural Survey and the June
Area Survey are two of the most important and well-known surveys NASS conducts,” explained Greg
Matli, State Statistician of the USDA NASS, Indiana Field Office. “When growers respond to these
surveys, they provide essential information that helps us determine the prospective production and
supply of major commodities in the United States for the 2019 crop year. Everyone who relies on
agriculture for their livelihoods is interested in the results.”
NASS gathers the data for the June Agricultural Survey online, by mail, phone and in-person
interview. For the June Area Survey, agency representatives visit randomly selected tracts of land and
interview the operators of any farm or ranch on that land. Growers provide information on crop
acreage – including biotech – crops as well as grain stocks, livestock inventory, cash rents, land
values, and value of sales.
NASS will compile and analyze the survey information and publish the results in a series of USDA
reports, including the annual Acreage report and quarterly Grain Stocks report, both to be released
June 28, 2019. Survey data contribute to NASS’s monthly and annual Crop Production reports, as
well as the annual Small Grains Summary and USDA’s monthly World Agricultural Supply and
Demand Estimates.
“NASS safeguards the privacy of all responses and publishes only state- and national-level data,
ensuring that no individual operation or producer can be identified,” stated Matli. “We recognize this is
a hectic time for farmers and ranchers, but the information they provide helps U.S. agriculture remain
viable and capable. I urge them to respond to these surveys and thank them for their cooperation,”
said Matli.
All reports are available on the NASS website: http://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications.
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Dates to Remember
May 31: Final date to obtain loans or LDPs on 2018 harvested feed grains and soybeans
May 31: Final date for soybean producers request for a referendum in person, faxed or postmarked
June 1: Date used to establish ownership interest for person or legal entity for program purposes
June 1: Date used for the determination of minor child for program purposes
June 3: Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup begins
June 14: Nominations open for the 2019 County Committee (COC) Election
June 15: Reporting date for cucumbers (planted 5/1 to 5/31) in Knox County
June 17: Dairy Margin Coverage Program (DMC) signup begins
June 20: Final date to submit a prevented planting claim for corn
July 4: Offices closed in observance of Independence Day
July 5: Final date to submit a prevented planting claim for soybeans
July 15: Reporting date for all other crops (including cucumbers planted 5/10-6/15) in all other
counties in Indiana
August 1: Deadline to file COC election nomination forms - postmarked or delivered to the local FSA
office
August 1: Deadline to request farm reconstitutions and transfers for 2019
August 15: Reporting date for cucumbers (planted 6/16-8/5 in Fulton, LaPorte, Porter and St. Joseph
Counties)
September 1: NAP application closing date for value loss crops for the following year (flowers for
fresh cut, onion sets, turfgrass sod, Christmas trees, aquaculture, ginseng, mushrooms, etc.)
September 2: Offices closed in observance of Labor Day
September 15: Reporting date for cucumbers (planted 6/1-8/15 in Knox County)
September 30: Reporting date for value loss and controlled environment crop (for the coming
program year)
September 30: NAP application closing date for garlic, wheat, barley, rye and mint for the following
year’s crop
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

