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It has been a long spring and summer for Indiana producers. It
appears the planting season has come to an end, with a few
exceptions. County offices have completed 2019 crop certifications
in most cases.

State Executive Director:
Steven E. Brown
steven.brown2@usda.gov
State Committee Members:
Ken Rulon, Chairperson
Allen Buchanan, Member
Bill Gelfius, Member
Clint Orr, Member
Kirk Perkins, Member
Administrative Officer:
Pauletta Dusterberg
pauletta.dusterberg@usda.gov
Production Adjustment
Chief:
Carl Schweikhardt
carl.schweikhardt@usda.gov

County Office Emergency Boards (CEB) have met and submitted
data and recommendations to the State Emergency Board (SEB)
over the last 2 months. The SEB has compiled CEB information
and asked Governor Holcomb to request a Secretarial Disaster
Designation in 88 Indiana counties. At the time of this newsletter,
we are waiting on the Secretary’s response.
Last Thursday Secretary Perdue announced the second Market
Facilitation Program (MFP). The MFP program is part of the Trade
Mitigation Package that will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct
payments to agricultural producers who’ve been affected by
unwarranted retaliatory tariffs on U.S. farm goods. See additional
details provided in this newsletter.
I would like to thank Indiana producers and our FSA staffs for the
challenges all have faced the last few months. Please enjoy the
rest of the summer and have a safe harvest.
Steve
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USDA Opens Signup for Market
Facilitation Program
Enrollment Now Open through Dec. 6
Signup opened on July 29, 2019 for the Market Facilitation
Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) program
to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of
unjustified trade retaliation from foreign nations. Through MFP,
USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct payments to
impacted producers, part of a broader trade relief package
announced in late July. The sign-up period runs through Dec. 6.
MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty
and specialty crops as well as dairy and hog producers.

Non-Specialty Crops
MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, dry
peas, extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, mustard seed,
oats, peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans,
sunflower seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat.
MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not dependent
on which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible plantings cannot
exceed total 2018 plantings. View payment rates by county.
Dairy and Hogs
Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per hundredweight payment
on production history, and hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of live hogs
owned on a day selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019.
Specialty Crops
MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh
grapes, fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each
specialty crop will receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in the case
of ginseng, based on harvested acres in 2019.
More Information
Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third tranches evaluated as market
conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third tranches will be
made in November and early January.
MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal entity.
MFP payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a combined
$250,000 for specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than $500,000. Eligible
applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 2015, 2016, and 2017
of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average AGI for those tax years
must have been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of
the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations.
More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program
application.
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New Dairy Margin Coverage Signup Underway
Signup began June 17 for the new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program, the cornerstone program
of the dairy safety net that helps dairy producers manage the volatility of milk and feed prices, operated
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).
The 2018 Farm Bill allowed USDA to construct the new DMC, which replaces the Margin Protection
Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy). This new program offers protection to dairy producers when the
difference between the all-milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar
amount selected by the producer.
The program provides coverage retroactive to January 1, 2019, with applicable payments following
soon after enrollment. At the time of signup, dairy producers can choose between the $4.00 to $9.50
coverage levels. Learn more about coverage levels and premiums.
The Farm Bill also allows producers who participated in MPP-Dairy from 2014-2017 to receive a
repayment or credit for part of the premiums paid into the program. FSA has been providing premium
reimbursements to producers since last month and those that elect the 75 percent credit option will
now have that credit applied toward 2019 DMC premiums.
The Department has built in a 50 percent blend of premium and supreme alfalfa hay prices with the
alfalfa hay price used under the prior dairy program to provide a total feed cost that more closely aligns
with hay rations used by many producers. At a milk margin minus feed cost of $9.50 or less, payments
are possible. With the 50 percent hay blend, FSA’s revised April 2019 income over feed cost margin is
$8.82 per hundredweight (cwt). The revised margins for January, February and March are,
respectively, $7.71, $7.91 and $8.66 – triggering DMC payments for each month.
DMC payments will be reduced by 6.2 percent in 2019 because of a sequester order required by
Congress and issued in accordance with the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.
DMC offers catastrophic coverage at no cost to the producer, other than an annual $100 administrative
fee. Producers can opt for greater coverage levels for a premium in addition to the administrative fee.
Operations owned by limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or veteran farmers and
ranchers may be eligible for a waiver on administrative fees. Producers have the choice to lock in
coverage levels until 2023 and receive a 25-percent discount on their DMC premiums.
To assist producers in making coverage elections, USDA partnered with the University of Wisconsin to
develop a DMC decision support tool, which can be used to evaluate various scenarios using different
coverage levels through DMC.
All dairy operations in the United States are eligible for the DMC program. An operation can be run
either by a single producer or multiple producers who commercially produce and market cows’ milk.
Eligible dairy operations must have a production history determined by FSA. For most operations,
production history is based on the highest milk production in 2011, 2012 and 2013. Newer dairy
operations have other options for determining production history. Producers may contact their local
FSA office to get their verified production history.
Dairy producers also are reminded that 2018 Farm Bill provisions allow for dairy operation to
participate in both FSA’s DMC program and the Risk Management Agency’s Livestock Gross Margin
(LGM-Dairy) program. There are also no restrictions from participating in DMC in conjunction with any
other RMA insurance products.
For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage or contact your local USDA service center. To
locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.
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Producers Have Until Aug. 1 to Submit FSA County Committee
Nominations
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers that they
have until Aug. 1, 2019, to nominate eligible candidates to serve on local FSA county committees.
County committees are made up of farmers and ranchers elected by other producers in their
communities to guide the delivery of farm programs at the local level. Committee members play a
critical role in the day-to-day operations of FSA.
Producers can nominate themselves or another producer to serve on the local county committee.
Interested producers should visit their local FSA office before the deadline to submit the nomination
form.
Committees consist of three to 11 members and meet once a month or as needed to make important
decisions on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support loan
programs, county office employment and other agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms.
Nationwide there are over 7,700 farmers and ranchers serving on FSA county committees.
To be eligible to serve on an FSA county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in an
agency administered program and reside in the local administrative area where the election is being
held. A complete list of eligibility requirements, more information and nomination forms are available at
fsa.usda.gov/elections.
All nominees must sign the nomination form FSA-669A. All nomination forms for the 2019 election
must be postmarked or received in the local FSA county office by Aug. 1, 2019. Ballots will be mailed
to eligible voters by Nov. 4 and are due back to the local USDA Service Centers on Dec. 2. The newly
elected county committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2020.

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
that Fit Their Operation
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for
farmers.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. Compared
to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has obligated for direct
farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits for several loan
products.
USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to
better understand their needs and challenges.
How the Tool Works
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After
submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their specific
needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.
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Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities,
and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements
and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers
prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.
Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start”
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is
applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome,
Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in
Internet Explorer.
About Farmers.gov
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and
manage accounts.
The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts
by logging into the website.
USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features,
the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help
their operation recover from natural disasters.
With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov delivers
farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest immediate value to
America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and feed everyone.
For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov.

CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages
Enrolled in CRP and the Farm Programs
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, approved
vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the contract after
the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable vegetation, weeds
(including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or adversely
impact other landowners in the area.
All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Indiana is April 1 through
August 1 each year for contracts which started in 2008. If your contract was approved prior to 2008,
then the primary nesting season is March 1 through July 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage
may be allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds,
insects or undesirable species would adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot
treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to
beginning the spot treatment. The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such
activities are needed to maintain the approved cover.
Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times.
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Clearing Wooded Areas, Draining, or Bringing New Land Into
Production
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.
Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.
Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your
eligibility for benefits.
Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to
determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is
necessary.

Cover Crop Guidelines
Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk
Management Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy for
cover crop practices.
The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops.
Termination:
The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on
zones and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop
Termination Guidelines.”
Reporting:
The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes cropsthat were
terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA policy change
will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is being hayed
or grazed will be determined by each specific program.
If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not
terminated properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop.
Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the farm.
In these situations a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm.
Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other conservation purposes.
Cover crops are primarily used for erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water quality
improvement. The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or intentionally
terminated through chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and
terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not considered a crop for crop
insurance purposes.
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Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent crop, after
prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop.

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting for
cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the
definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”
Reporting Cover Crops:
FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types can be chosen from the following
four categories:
•

•
•

•

Cereals and other grasses - Any cover crop that is classified as a grass plant or cereal grain,
and would include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops: cereal rye, wheat, barley,
oats, black oats, triticale, annual ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called German, Italian
or Hungarian millet), sorghum sudan grass, sorghum and other millets and grasses.
Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume, including, but not limited to, clovers,
vetches, peas, sun hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes.
Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is classified as a non-legume
broadleaf, including, but not limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola, rapeseed,
oilseed rape, and mustards, as well as other broadleaf plants such as phacelia, flax, sunflower,
buckwheat, and safflower.
Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species planted at the same time, for example,
oats and radishes. If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and
is not terminated according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a
cover crop and the acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop.

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:
New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and the
crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use. Producer share
interest changes alone will not allow for revisions to intended use after the acreage reporting date. The
revision must be performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30 calendar days from the
date when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and
new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this policy,
appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that
a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change occurred to permit the
revision.
Acreage Reports:
In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must timely file acreage reports. Failure
to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future
program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage
reporting deadline.
Definitions of Terms
FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU)
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow
or skip row. For example, the balance of a field that could not be planted due to moisture or a turn area
that is not planted would be reported as idle.
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Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated
land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season.
Resting the ground in this manner allows it to recover its fertility and conserve moisture for crop
production in the next growing season.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income
Certification. No program payment can be issued to an eligible producer, including landowners who
share in the crop, without a valid CCC-941 on file in the county office.
Producers without a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year will not receive payments. All
farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form.
FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. Unlike the past, producers must
have the CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Beginning Farmer Loans
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:
•
•
•
•

Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm
Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA
Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA
Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Maintaining Good Credit History
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed
to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow.
Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.
Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide you with a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit
report, it is up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.
There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.
•
•
•
•

Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be
an effective way to remember payment due dates.
Pay down existing debt.
Keep your credit card balances low.
Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts.
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FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan
after improving or correcting your credit report.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Low Interest Emergency Physical Loss Loans Available for
Producers in Adams, Jay, Randolph, Union and Wayne Counties
Agricultural producers in Adams, Jay, Randolph, Union and Wayne Counties who lost property due to
recent natural disasters are eligible for physical loss loans from the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers these loans for losses caused by excessive rain,
flash flooding, flooding, high winds, hail, lightning, and tornadoes that occurred November 1, 2018
through June 13, 2019.
FSA is offering these low-interest emergency loans to producers with a qualifying loss. Approval is
limited to applicants who suffered severe physical losses only, including the loss of buildings and
livestock. The deadline for producers in designated primary and contiguous counties to apply for loans
for physical losses is March 3, 2020.
Physical loss loans can help producers repair or replace damaged or destroyed physical property
essential to the success of the agricultural operation, including livestock losses. Examples of property
commonly affected include essential farm buildings, fixtures to real estate, equipment, livestock,
perennial crops, fruit and nut bearing trees, and harvested or stored crops and hay.
Please contact FSA for more information on loan eligibility and the application process. FSA office
information is available at http://offices.usda.gov. Additional FSA disaster assistance program
information is available at http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.

Allen County is Eligible for Emergency Loans
Allen County was declared a contiguous county to primary natural disaster areas in Ohio, due to
excessive rain, flash flooding, flooding, excessive moisture, and extreme precipitation events that
occurred from November 11, 2018 and continuing. Under this designation, producers with operations in
any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans. Emergency
loan applications will be received through March 25, 2020.
Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding
and other natural disasters or quarantine.
Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance.
FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses,
security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production
or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.
For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Purdue Extension to Host Crops Field Day on Sept. 5
Farmers have been on their toes so far in 2019, dealing with Mother Nature and all of the challenges
that come with an unprecedentedly wet spring, along with navigating fluctuating markets, learning
about new alternatives of production, and adapting to new technologies. These and other issues will be
addressed on September 5th at Purdue University Extension‘s annual Crops Field Day. This field day
will also serve as a celebration, honoring Purdue University’s “150 Years of Giant Leaps” along with
“70 Years of Agronomic Progress at the Agronomy Farm.”
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The field day, sponsored by the Indiana Soybean Alliance and Indiana Corn Marketing Council, will be
at the Beck Agricultural Center, located at the Agronomy Center for Research and Education (ACRE),
4540 U.S. 52 West in West Lafayette. While the event is free and open to the public, those wanting to
attend must register online at: http://bit.ly/2019CropsFieldDay.
Crops Field Day is scheduled to begin with check in at 7:30 a.m. (EST) and conclude at 1:30 p.m.
For more information visit https://www.purdue.edu/dffs/events/crops-field-day/ or contact Andrew
Westfall at 219-984-5115, awestfal@purdue.edu.

Register Now for FSA Heirs’ Property Listening Sessions
USDA's Farm Service Agency will host two public listening sessions to obtain additional feedback on
the 2018 Farm Bill provisions regarding the Heir's Property Relending Program, and issues
surrounding heirs' property landowners obtaining farm numbers. The agency will take into account
stakeholder input when making discretionary decisions on program implementation.
Listening Session I is scheduled for July 31, 2019 in Jackson, Mississippi at the MS FSA State Office.
The deadline for online registration will be July 26, 2019 with onsite registration also available. Register
online at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/meetingregistration/index.
Listening Session II is scheduled for August 14, 2019 in Washington, DC at the USDA National Office.
The registration deadline to attend is August 9, 2019. Register online at
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/meeting-registration/index.
Written comments are encouraged and will be accepted through August 31, 2019. To submit
comments, go to the Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://www.regulations.gov and search for Docket
ID USDA–2019–0001. Follow the online instructions for submitting comments. You may also submit
written comments at the listening session. Comments received will be publicly available on
www.regulations.gov.

Dates to Remember
Continuing through August 1: Nominations open for the 2019 County Committee (COC) Election
Continuing through August 23: Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Signup for re-enrolled land,
new land (not currently in CRP) and extend expiring CRP for certain practices
Continuing through September 20: Dairy Margin Coverage Program (DMC) signup
Continuing through December 6: Market Facilitation Program (MFP) Signup
August 1: Deadline to file COC election nomination forms - postmarked or delivered to the local FSA
office
August 1: Deadline to request farm reconstitutions and transfers for 2019
August 15: Reporting date for cucumbers (planted 6/16-8/5 in Fulton, LaPorte, Porter and St. Joseph
Counties)
August 23: Deadline for producers to submit signed offers for re-enrolled land, new land (not currently
in CRP) and extend expiring CRP for certain practices
September 1: NAP application closing date for value loss crops for the following year (flowers for
fresh cut, onion sets, turfgrass sod, Christmas trees, aquaculture, ginseng, mushrooms, etc.)
September 2: Offices closed in observance of Labor Day
September 15: Reporting date for cucumbers (planted 6/1-8/15 in Knox County)
September 20: Deadline to apply for the Dairy Margin Coverage Program
September 30: Reporting date for value loss and controlled environment crop (for the coming program
year)
September 30: NAP application closing date for garlic, wheat, barley, rye and mint for the following
year’s crop
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

