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From the Desk of the State Executive 
Director 
Greetings from your Indiana State FSA Director. I hope everyone 
has enjoyed the Holidays and are looking forward to 2020. The 
common theme I have heard in my travels across the state is, can 
we have a normal year in 2020? 

Our county offices continue to implement the new Farm Bill and its 
many programs. Conservation programs are a major part of the 
new Bill. The deadline for agricultural producers to sign up for 
general CRP is February 28, 2020, while signup for continuous 
CRP is ongoing. 

Producers can now enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2019 and 2020 
crop years. To maintain eligibility for 2019 ARC or PLC payments, 
producers must make a program election and enroll for 2019 ARC 
and PLC by March 15, 2020.  Failure to meet the March 15th 
deadline will result in the farm being ineligible for any 2019 ARC 
or PLC payments. Therefore, it is important for producers to visit 
your local office soon to complete signup and report any farm 
changes, such as the addition of newly purchased or leased 
ground. Reporting these changes early allows our staff ample time 
to process your paperwork and prepare for your visit. Call ahead 
of your visit and schedule an appointment to ensure you have our 
full attention and you meet the March 15th deadline. Once an 
election is made, producers are still able to change that election 
up until March 15, 2020 if they change their mind. We want to 
encourage you to visit our offices – beat the crowd – and ensure 
you meet the March 15th deadline to be eligible for 2019 ARC and 
PLC programs. Enrollment for the 2020 crop year closes on June 
30, 2020.  

Happy New Year - I hope your 2020 is filled with joy, health & 
prosperity! 

Steve 
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USDA Announces Signup for 
Conservation Reserve Program 
USDA opened signup for the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) on December 9, 2019. The deadline for agricultural 
producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while 
signup for continuous CRP is ongoing. 

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental 
payment for voluntarily establishing long-term, resource-
conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees 
(known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality 
and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural 
lands. 

 

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the cap to 27 million acres. This 
means farmers and ranchers have a chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their 
participation for another term. 

By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, and restoring 
habitat for wildlife. This in turn spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic 
development across rural America. 

CRP Enrollment Options  

General Signup   

CRP general signup will be held annually. The competitive general signup will now include increased 
opportunities for enrollment of wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) initiative.  

Continuous Signup  

While some practices under SAFE will remain available through continuous signup, CRP continuous 
signup will focus primarily on water quality with the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) 
Initiative. The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes water quality practices such as contour grass strips, filter 
strips, riparian buffers, wetlands and a new prairie strip. 

USDA will also be working with Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) partners to 
relaunch CREP continuous options in each state under new statutory provisions. CREP will continue 
to target high-priority local, state or regional conservation concerns.  

Grasslands Signups 

CRP Grasslands signup helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland, and 
pastureland and certain other lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. A separate CRP 
Grasslands signup will be offered each year following general signup.  

Pilot Programs  

Later in 2020, FSA will roll out pilot programs within CRP: CLEAR 30, which allows contracts expiring 
with CLEAR practices to be reenrolled in 30-year contracts and in the Soil Health and Income 
Protection Program (SHIPP) in the prairie pothole region. More information on these programs will be 
announced in the new year. 
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Land Transition  

The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) is an option for producers interested in transitioning 
land to a beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group to return land 
to production for sustainable grazing or crop production. CRP contract holders no longer need to be 
a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their land. TIP participants may have a lease less 
than five years with an option to purchase, and they have two years before the end of the CRP 
contract to make conservation and land improvements.  

Previously Expired Land  

Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in September 2017, 2018 or 2019, may 
be eligible for enrollment if there was no opportunity for re-enrollment and the practice under the 
expired contract has been maintained.    

CRP Rates and Payments  

FSA recently posted updated soil rental rates for CRP. County average rates are posted on the CRP 
Statistics webpage. Soil rental rates are statutorily prorated at 90 percent for continuous signup and 
85 percent for general signup. The rental rates will be assessed annually. Under continuous signup, 
producers also receive incentives, including a signup incentive payment and a practice incentive 
payment. 

To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local 
FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment Opens for 2019 and 2020 
Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs – two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs – for 
the 2019 and 2020 crop year.  

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue declines 
below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical base 
acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The 2018 
Farm Bill reauthorized and updated both programs. 

Signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020, while signup for the 2020 crop year closes 
June 30, 2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020 
during the same visit to an FSA county office.  

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the 
owner of the land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields 
beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together, 
FSA can also update yield information during that visit.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and 
short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

2018 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments   

FSA began processing payments last week for 2018 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered 
commodities that met payment triggers on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. In addition to the 
$1.5 billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue another $1 billion in November once USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service publishes additional commodity prices for the 2018 crop. 
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Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-
plc for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity.  For farms and 
covered commodities enrolled in 2018 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers:  barley, 
canola, corn, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, peanuts, large chickpeas, sunflower seed, flaxseed, 
rapeseed, seed cotton, long grain rice, medium/short grain rice and wheat. 

Oats, small chickpeas, mustard seed, safflower, crambe, sesame seed and soybeans did not meet 
2018 PLC payment triggers. 

2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: 
temperate Japonica rice. 

More Information 

For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in 
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC 
webpage. 

 
2020 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
your local county FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed below or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Indiana: 

January 2 - Honey 
January 15 - Apples 
June 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/1-5/31 in Knox County) 
July 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/10-6/15 in all counties), all other crops 
August 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/16-8/5 in Fulton, LaPorte, Porter, and St. Joseph Counties) 
September 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/1-8/15 in Knox County) 
September 30 - Value Loss and Controlled Environment Crop (for the coming program year) 
December 15 - Fall Mint, Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

• Cucumbers and crops for NAP coverage may have dates not included on the chart above. 
Visit your local county office for details. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local county 
FSA office. 
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Save Time - Make an Appointment with FSA 
To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded full attention to your 
important business needs, please call your local office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and 
to discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for 
your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

 
MAL and LDP Policy 
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and 
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs). 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim 
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but 
agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2019 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. 
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective 
commodities. 

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for 
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the 
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity 
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their 
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment 
limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that a producer whose total applicable three-year 
average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a 
valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with 
commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service 
Center or FSA’s website fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New 
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered 
through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program, 
beginning April 8, 2019. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to 
the program, including service fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP 
coverage. 
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NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage is 
not available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, or 
prevent crop planting.   

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option  

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average 
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer 
per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple 
counties.  These amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county 
coverage.  The fee increases apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019. 

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now 
eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility 
criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a 
waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or 
contact your local USDA Service Center.  To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 
Double-Cropping 
Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee recommended 
changes or additions to specific combinations of crops. 

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and 
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a 
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the 
county committee must be approved by the state committee. 

Contact your local FSA COF for approved double crop combinations. 

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double 
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee. 
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CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages 
Enrolled in CRP and the Farm Programs 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, approved 
vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the contract after 
the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable vegetation, weeds 
(including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or adversely 
impact other landowners in the area. 

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted 
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Indiana is April 1 through 
August 1 each year for contracts which started in 2008. If your contract was approved prior to 2008, 
then the primary nesting season is March 1 through July 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage 
may be allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, 
insects or undesirable species would adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot 
treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to 
beginning the spot treatment. The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such 
activities are needed to maintain the approved cover. 

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times. 
 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, 
down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for 
smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends 
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of 
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. 
The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $600,000 and the repayment period for the 
loan is up to 40 years. 

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot 
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a 
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. 
The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm 
or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to establish, 
maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct 
loans. 
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Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan 
amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms 
vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan. 

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or 
zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file, they need to be reported to your local FSA 
office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be 
reported to your local office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required 
to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update 
their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.  
 

Indiana Counties Eligible for Emergency Loans Following 
Disaster Declarations 
The following Indiana counties were declared a natural disaster area as contiguous counties to 
primary natural disaster areas in Michigan, due to freezing that occurred from January 1 through 
April 30, 2019. Under this designation, producers with operations in any primary or contiguous 
county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans. Emergency loan applications will be 
received through August 17, 2020. 

Elkhart, LaGrange, LaPorte, St. Joseph 

Jefferson County was declared a primary natural disaster area due to excessive rain and flooding 
that occurred March 1, 2019 and continuing. Under this designation, producers with operations in 
any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans. Emergency 
loan applications will be received through August 17, 2020. 

Additionally, the following Indiana counties were declared a natural disaster area as contiguous 
counties to Jefferson County under this same designation. 

Clark, Jennings, Ripley, Scott, Switzerland 

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine. 

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent 
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual 
production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000. 
 
For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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Dates to Remember 
 
Continuing through March 15, 2020: Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) Programs signup for 2019 crop year  
Continuing through June 30, 2020: Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) Programs signup for 2020 crop yea 
January 1, 2020: Offices closed in observance of New Year's Day  
January 15: Reporting date for 2020 apples  
January 20: Offices closed in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr's Birthday 
January 30: Final application for payment for 2019 ELAP for losses occurring 10/1/2018 to 12/31/19  
January 31: Deadline to file Tree Assistance Program (TAP) application  
February 2: Deadline to apply for Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) for unshorn pelts produced 
during the 2019 crop year 
February 15: NAP buy-up premiums due 
February 17: Offices closed in observance of George Washington's Birthday  
March 15: Signup deadline for Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
Programs for 2019 crop year  
March 31: Final date to obtain loans or Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP's) on 2019 harvested small 
grains 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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