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USDA Reminds Producers of Feb. 28
Deadline for Conservation Reserve
Program General Signup
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds agricultural
producers interested in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
2020 general signup to enroll by February 28, 2020. This signup is
available to farmers and private landowners who are either
enrolling for the first time or re-enrolling for another 10- to 15-year
term.
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Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive yearly rental
payments for voluntarily establishing long-term, resourceconserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees
(known as “covers”), which can control soil erosion, improve water
quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive
agricultural lands.
CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted
the cap to 27 million acres.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands
conservation programs in the U.S. It was originally intended to
Production Adjustment
primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity
Chief: Acting - Stephanie
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program
Alexander
has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and
stephanie.alexander@usda.gov economic benefits. Marking its 35th anniversary in 2020, CRP has
had many successes, including:
Price Support/Disaster Chief:
Susan Houston
• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding,
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enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks;
•
Reducing
nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to
Conservation/Compliance
annually
tilled
cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively;
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•
Sequestering
an
annual average of 49 million tons of
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greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars off the
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road;
• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands
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while protecting more than 175,000 stream miles with
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riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around the
world 7 times; and
Public Affairs/Outreach
•
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bees and other pollinators and increased
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of ducks, pheasants, turkey, bobwhite quail,
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prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other
birds.
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The CRP continuous signup is ongoing, which enables producers
to enroll for certain practices. FSA plans to open the Soil Health
and Income Protection Program, a CRP pilot program, in early
2020, and the 2020 CRP Grasslands signup runs from March 16,
2020 to May 15, 2020.
To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or
visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office,
visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

FSA Encourages Producers to Enroll Soon in Agriculture
Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to enroll now in the
Agriculture Risk Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. March 15, 2020 is the
enrollment deadline for the 2019 crop year.

Although more than 200,000 producers have enrolled to date, FSA anticipates 1.5 million producers
will enroll for ARC and PLC. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the deadline nears.
FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff. Because of
the importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your
program delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enrollment process. Call your FSA
county office and make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts
signed well ahead of the deadlines.
ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or
revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms.
The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed and wheat.
Until March 15, producers who have not yet enrolled in ARC or PLC for 2019 can enroll for both
2019 and 2020 during the same visit to an FSA county office unless yield updates are requested.
Additionally, farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take
effect beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield
update and enrollments may be completed during the same office visit.
More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available
at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact your FSA county office for an appointment

Reporting Organic Crops
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.
When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.
Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

name of certified individuals
address
telephone number
effective date of certification
certificate number
list of commodities certified
name and address of certifying agent
a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.
For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers
CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the Transition
Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or operator for up
to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family
member.
Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis through 2023 or until the new statutory limit of $50 million
under the 2018 Farm Bill is reached.
CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their
land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long term (at least
five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member.
Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may enroll
in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. For example, if a CRP
contract is scheduled to expire on Sept. 30, 2022, the land may be offered for enrollment in TIP
from October 1, 2020, through September 30, 2022. The TIP application must be submitted prior to
completing the lease or sale of the affected lands.
New landowners or renters that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or
farming methods.
For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

USDA Announces Details of Risk Management Programs for
Hemp Producers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the availability of two programs that
protect hemp producers’ crops from natural disasters. A pilot hemp insurance program through
Multi-Peril Crop Insurance (MPCI) provides coverage against loss of yield because of insurable
causes of loss for hemp grown for fiber, grain or Cannabidiol (CBD) oil and the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage protects against losses associated with lower yields,
destroyed crops or prevented planting where no permanent federal crop insurance program is
available. Producers may apply now, and the deadline to sign up for both programs is March 16,
2020.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
NAP provides coverage against loss for hemp grown for fiber, grain, seed or CBD for the 2020 crop
year where no permanent federal crop insurance program is available.
NAP basic 50/55 coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses
that exceed 50 percent of expected production. Buy-up coverage is available in some cases. The
2018 Farm Bill allows for buy-up levels of NAP coverage from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Premiums apply for
buy-up coverage.
For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not
to exceed $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.
Multi-Peril Crop Insurance Pilot Insurance Program
The MPCI pilot insurance is a new crop insurance option for hemp producers in select counties of
21 states for the 2020 crop year. The program is available for eligible producers in certain counties
in Alabama, California, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota,
Montana, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Tennessee, Virginia and Wisconsin. Information on eligible counties is accessible through the
USDA Risk Management Agency’s Actuarial Information Browser.
Among other requirements, to be eligible for the pilot program, a hemp producer must have at least
one year of history producing the crop and have a contract for the sale of the insured hemp. In
addition, the minimum acreage requirement is 5 acres for CBD and 20 acres for grain and fiber.
Hemp will not qualify for replant payments or prevented plant payments under MPCI.
This pilot insurance coverage is available to hemp growers in addition to revenue protection for
hemp offered under the Whole-Farm Revenue Protection plan of insurance. Also, beginning with the
2021 crop year, hemp will be insurable under the Nursery crop insurance program and the Nursery
Value Select pilot crop insurance program. Under both nursery programs, hemp will be insurable if
grown in containers and in accordance with federal regulations, any applicable state or tribal laws
and terms of the crop insurance policy.
Eligibility Requirements
Under a regulation authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill and issued in October 2019, all growers must
have a license to grow hemp and must comply with applicable state, tribal or federal regulations or
operate under a state or university research pilot, as authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill.
Producers must report hemp acreage to FSA after planting to comply with federal and state law
enforcement. The Farm Bill defines hemp as containing 0.3 percent or less tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC) on a dry-weight basis. Hemp having THC above the federal statutory compliance level of 0.3
percent is an uninsurable or ineligible cause of loss and will result in the hemp production being
ineligible for production history purposes.
For more information on USDA risk management programs for hemp producers, visit
farmers.gov/hemp to read our frequently asked questions. For more information on the U.S.
Domestic Hemp Production Program, visit USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Services’ website to read
their frequently asked questions.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early
The local Farm Loan team in your area is already working on operating loans for spring 2020 so it is
important that potential borrowers submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The
farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.
FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans
can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring
inputs as well expenses throughout the year.
Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership
and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and
non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural
enterprise, purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. The staff at
the local county FSA office can provide more details on farm operating and microloans and provide
loan applications. Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.
Other types of loans available include:
Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and
obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer
and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.
Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible
commodities, or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A
variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage
structures and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to
$500,000 per loan.
Please call your local Farm Loan team if you have questions about any of the loans available
through FSA.

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program
FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA)
program.
DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.
Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.
Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the

disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine
eligibility.
All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.
The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on
or before the final due date of the loan.
For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office.

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting
for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated
the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”
Reporting Cover Crops:
FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types can be chosen from the following
four categories:
•

•
•

•
•

Cereals and other grasses - Any cover crop that is classified as a grass plant or cereal
grain, and would include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops: cereal rye, wheat,
barley, oats, black oats, triticale, annual ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called
German, Italian or Hungarian millet), sorghum sudan grass, sorghum and other millets and
grasses.
Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume, including, but not limited to,
clovers, vetches, peas, sun hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes.
Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is classified as a non-legume
broadleaf, including, but not limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola,
rapeseed, oilseed rape, and mustards, as well as other broadleaf plants such as phacelia,
flax, sunflower, buckwheat, and safflower.
Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species planted at the same time, for example,
oats and radishes.
If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and
the acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop.

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:
New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and
the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use.
Producer share interest changes alone will not allow for revisions to intended use after the acreage
reporting date. The revision must be performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30
calendar days from the date when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of
the land or ownership and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop
acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s
satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest
change occurred to permit the revision.

Acreage Reports:
In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must timely file acreage reports.
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for
future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the
acreage reporting deadline.
Reporting Grazing Allotments:
FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. Producers will use form “FSA578” to report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. The
local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land.
Definitions of Terms
FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU)
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of
fallow or skip row. For example, the balance of a field that could not be planted due to moisture or a
turn area that is not planted would be reported as idle.
Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where
cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing
season. Resting the ground in this manner allows it to recover its fertility and conserve moisture for
crop production in the next growing season.

Farm Reconstitutions
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on
the farming operation.
To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all:
•
•

of the required signatures are on FSA-155
other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted.

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any
time.
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in
settling an estate;
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this

method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts
hundreds of surveys every year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S.
agriculture.
Producers who receive survey questionnaires should respond quickly and online if possible.
The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil rental
rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is critical for USDA farm
payment determinations. Survey responses also help associations, businesses and policymakers
advocate for their industry and help educate others on the importance of agriculture.
NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring that
no individual operation or producer can be identified.
NASS data is available online at www.nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the
searchable Quick Stats database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-4zjnh26io&feature=youtu.be.

Dates to Remember
February 28: Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup deadline
March 15: Signup deadline for Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
Programs for 2019 crop year
March 15: Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) spring seeded crops sales closing
date
March 31: Final date to obtain loans or Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP's) on 2019 harvested small
grains
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

