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USDA Expands and Renews Conservation 
Reserve Program  
USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve Program in Effort to Boost 
Enrollment and Address Climate Change 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that USDA will open enrollment in the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) with higher payment rates, new incentives, and a 
more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change mitigation. Additionally, 
USDA is announcing investments in partnerships to increase climate-smart agriculture, 
including $330 million in 85 Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) projects 
and $25 million for On-Farm Conservation Innovation Trials. Secretary Vilsack made the 
announcement today at the White House National Climate Task Force meeting to 
demonstrate USDA’s commitment to putting American agriculture and forestry at the 
center of climate-smart solutions to address climate change. 

The Biden-Harris Administration is working to leverage USDA conservation programs for 
climate mitigation, including continuing to invest in innovation partnership programs like 
RCPP and On-Farm Trials as well as strengthening programs like CRP to enhance their 
impacts. 

Conservation Reserve Program  

USDA’s goal is to enroll up to 4 million new acres in CRP by raising rental payment rates 
and expanding the number of incentivized environmental practices allowed under the 
program. CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs with a long 
track record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, and reducing nitrogen runoff, as 
well providing healthy habitat for wildlife. 

CRP is a powerful tool when it comes to climate mitigation, and acres currently enrolled in 
the program mitigate more than 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
(CO2e). If USDA reaches its goal of enrolling an additional 4 million acres into the 
program, it will mitigate an additional 3 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent and prevent 
90 million pounds of nitrogen and 33 million tons of sediment from running into our 
waterways each year. 

CRP’s long-term goal is to establish valuable land cover to help improve water quality, 
improve soil health and carbon sequestration, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of 
wildlife habitat. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a number of signups, including 
the general signup and continuous signup, which are both open now, as well as a CRP 
Grasslands and pilot programs focused on soil health and clean water. 



 

New Climate-Smart Practice Incentive  

To target the program on climate change mitigation, FSA is introducing a new Climate-
Smart Practice Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to increase 
carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP 
practices include establishment of trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife 
habitat, and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is annual, and the 
amount is based on the benefits of each practice type.   

Higher Rental Rates and New Incentives 

In 2021, CRP is capped at 25 million acres, and currently 20.8 million acres are enrolled. 
Furthermore, the cap will gradually increase to 27 million acres by 2023. To help increase 
producer interest and enrollment, FSA is: 

• Adjusting soil rental rates. This enables additional flexibility for rate adjustments, 
including a possible increase in rates where appropriate. 

• Increasing payments for Practice Incentives from 20% to 50%. This incentive 
for continuous CRP practices is based on the cost of establishment and is in 
addition to cost share payments. 

• Increasing payments for water quality practices. Rates are increasing from 
10% to 20% for certain water quality benefiting practices available through the 
CRP continuous signup, such as grassed waterways, riparian buffers, and filter 
strips. 

• Establishing a CRP Grassland minimum rental rate. This benefits more than 
1,300 counties with rates currently below the minimum. 

Enhanced Natural Resource Benefits 

To boost impacts for natural resources, FSA is: 

• Moving State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) practices to the CRP 
continuous signup. Unlike the general signup, producers can sign up year-round 
for the continuous signup and be eligible for additional incentives. 

• Establishing National Grassland Priority Zones. This aims to increase 
enrollment of grasslands in migratory corridors and environmentally sensitive 
areas. 

• Making Highly Erodible Land Initiative (HELI) practices available in both the 
general and continuous signups. 

Expanding Prairie Pothole Soil Health and Watershed Programs  

CRP has two pilot programs ― the Soil Health and Income Protection Program (SHIPP) 
and the Clean Lakes, Estuaries and Rivers 30-year contracts (CLEAR30). 

• For SHIPP, which is a short-term option (3, 4, or 5-year contracts) for farmers to 
plant cover on less productive agricultural lands, FSA will hold a 2021 signup in 
the Prairie Pothole states. 

• The CLEAR30 pilot, a long-term option through CRP, will be expanded from the 
Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay pilot regions to nationwide. 

 

 



Increasing Technical Assistance Capacity and Impact Measurement 

USDA technical assistance through the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
is critical to enable producers to plan and implement conservation practices that are 
appropriate for their needs. To ensure increased enrollment and support for producers, 
USDA is increasing NRCS technical assistance capacity for CRP by $140 million. 

Additionally, in order to better target the program toward climate outcomes, USDA will 
invest $10 million in the CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE) program to 
measure and monitor the soil carbon and climate resilience impacts of conservation 
practices over the life of new CRP contracts. This will enable the agency to further refine 
the program and practices to provide producers tools for increased climate resilience. 

To learn more about updates to CRP, download our “What’s New with CRP” fact sheet. 

Partnership Programs Contribute to Priorities 

In addition to changes to CRP, Secretary Vilsack also announced significant investments 
for climate-smart policies. First, NRCS is investing $330 million in 85 locally driven, public-
private partnerships under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program to address 
climate change and other natural resources challenges. NRCS will announce more details 
on the RCPP project selections on April 26. 

Second, NRCS is investing $25 million in proposals for On-Farm Trials, which are part of 
the Conservation Innovation Grants program. NRCS is seeking proposals through June 
21. Project priorities include climate-smart agricultural solutions and soil health practices. 

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort 
to combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and 
natural resources including our soil, air and water. Through conservation practices and 
partnerships, USDA aims to enhance economic growth and create new streams of income 
for farmers, ranchers, producers and private foresters. Successfully meeting these 
challenges will require USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach 
alongside USDA stakeholders, including state, local, and tribal governments. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus 
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, 
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing 
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit www.usda.gov. 

 
Celebrate Earth Day with USDA and Climate-
Smart Agriculture 
Partner with USDA to reduce the impacts of climate change, build climate resiliency, and 
strengthen your operation. 

Our nation’s farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners have long been stewards of our 
lands and natural resources. Today, on Earth Day, we re-affirm USDA’s commitment to 
support and partner with you in building resilient agricultural and forest systems to provide 
for local communities, sequester carbon, and address climate change. 

Learn More  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8407a045c5f04e6a9d4408d905e62df1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637547308445107126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Nr65W2j59Y3aDaQ6V4b7QmM7mFV0PsrlBVrQOSuSzFM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/connect/blog/conservation/celebrate-earth-day-usda-and-climate-smart-agriculture?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
Share Your Planting Season Experience for 
#Plant2021 
Let’s share what you’re planting this season on social media. 

Spring has sprung and it’s planting time! For many, 2020 was the first year they’d ever 
seen an empty shelf at the grocery store. And for the first time, many people realized how 
much they take farming and the people who make it possible for granted. Let’s change 
that. Let Farmers.gov showcase your work by participating in the #Plant2021 campaign. 
We’ll share your stories on social media and our nationwide storymap. Here’s how.  

 
 

Indiana FSA State Office 
5981 Lakeside Blvd 

Indianapolis IN  46278 

Phone: 317-290-3315 
Fax: 855-374-4066 

Susan Houston 
Acting State Executive Director 
susan.houston@usda.gov 

Mike Priest 
Farm Loan Programs Chief 
mike.priest@usda.gov 

Brandon Maienbrook 
Acting Administrative Officer 
brandon.maienbrook@usda.gov 

Susan Houston 
Price Support/Disaster Program Chief 
susan.houston@usda.gov 

Stephanie Alexander 
Conservation/Compliance Program Chief 
stephanie.alexander@usda.gov 

Tracey Clifford 
Production Adjustment Program Chief 
tracey.clifford@usda.gov 

Angie Stuehrenberg 
Public Affairs/Outreach Coordinator 
angie.stuehrenberg@usda.gov 

Indiana Farm Service Agency 

Service Center Locator 

  

  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farcg.is%2F0Lq1z5%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8407a045c5f04e6a9d4408d905e62df1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637547308445117087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ORDrw03%2BaWiLwNo1TLtl3ic2Jy79a%2FcFonjYDWgfEks%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/connect/blog/farm-life/share-your-planting-season-experience-plant2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:susan.houston@usda.gov
mailto:mike.priest@usda.gov
mailto:brandon.maienbrook@usda.gov
mailto:susan.houston@usda.gov
mailto:stephanie.alexander@usda.gov
mailto:tracey.clifford@usda.gov
mailto:angie.stuehrenberg@usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FIndiana%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8407a045c5f04e6a9d4408d905e62df1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637547308445117087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BID%2FmmoouEo%2BgFJKB9%2F4vUEmi84%2B55a%2FBjtp8s1aJlY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

	In This Issue:
	USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve Program 
	Celebrate Earth Day with USDA and Climate-Smart Agriculture
	Share Your Planting Season Experience for #Plant2021
	Indiana FSA State Office

