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USDA Announces Dates for Conservation Reserve 
Program General and Grasslands Signups 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has set a July 23, 2021, deadline for 
agricultural producers and landowners to apply for the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) General signup 56. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept 
applications for CRP Grasslands from July 12 to August 20. This year, USDA updated 
both signup options to provide greater incentives for producers and increase its 
conservation benefits, including reducing the impacts of climate change. 

Both signups are competitive and will provide for annual rental payments for land devoted 
to conservation purposes. 

“Bottom line, CRP now makes more financial sense for producers while also providing a 
bigger return on investment in terms of natural resource benefits. The General and 
Grasslands signups are part of a broader suite of tools available through CRP to integrate 
key conservation practices on our nation’s working lands.” 

General Signup 

Through CRP, producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant 
species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, 
and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.  Lands enrolled in CRP also play a key role in 
mitigating impacts from climate change, and FSA has added a new Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive for practices that sequester carbon and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

FSA is also adding a one-time “inflationary” adjustment for payment rates, as well as 
having more flexibility on adjusting soil rental rates. 

FSA opened the General Signup in January 2021 and extended the original deadline to 
July 23, 2021, to enable producers to consider FSA’s new improvements to the program. 

Grasslands Signup 

CRP Grasslands helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland, 
and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. 
Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides 
biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and improves environmental quality. 

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per 
acre, as well as new National Grassland Priority Zones. 
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How to Sign Up 

To enroll in the CRP General signup, producers and landowners should contact their local 
USDA Service Center by the July 23 deadline. To enroll in the CRP Grasslands signup, 
they should contact USDA by the August 20 deadline. While USDA offices may have 
limited visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center staff continue to work with 
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To work with FSA, 
producers and landowners should contact their local USDA Service Center. Contact 
information can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator. 

More Information on CRP 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion 
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The 
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. 
The program marked its 35-year anniversary this past December. 

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort 
to combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and 
natural resources, including our soil, air and water. Through conservation practices, USDA 
aims to enhance economic growth and create new streams of income for farmers, 
ranchers, producers and private foresters. Successfully meeting these challenges will 
require USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach alongside USDA 
stakeholders, including state, local, and tribal governments. USDA touches the lives of all 
Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA 
is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy 
and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for 
farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic 
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and 
committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov. 

 
USDA to Begin Payments for Producers Impacted by 
2018 and 2019 Natural Disasters 
More than $1 billion in payments will be released over the next several weeks starting 
June 15 for agricultural producers with approved applications for the Quality Loss 
Adjustment (QLA) Program and for producers who have already received payments 
through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+). These U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) programs provide disaster assistance to producers who 
suffered losses to 2018 and 2019 natural disasters. 

Producers weathered some significant natural disasters in 2018 and 2019, and USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) provided support for crop value and production losses 
through QLA and crop quantity losses through WHIP+. 

QLA Payments 

QLA provides assistance to crop and forage producers who suffered a quality loss due to 
qualifying natural disasters occurring in 2018 or 2019. FSA will begin issuing payments to 
producers on June 15.  FSA accepted applications from Jan. 6 to April 9, 2021.  Based on 
these QLA applications, producers will receive 100% of the calculated assistance under 
QLA. 
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For each crop year, 2018, 2019 and 2020, the maximum amount that a person or legal 
entity may receive, directly or indirectly, is $125,000. Payments made to a joint operation 
(including a general partnership or joint venture) will not exceed $125,000, multiplied by 
the number of persons and legal entities that comprise the ownership of the joint 
operation. A person or legal entity is ineligible for QLA payment if the person’s or legal 
entity’s average Adjusted Gross Income exceeds $900,000, unless at least 75% is derived 
from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities. 

Second WHIP+ Payments 

WHIP+ provides payments to producers to offset production losses due to hurricanes, 
wildfires, and other qualifying natural disasters that occurred in 2018 and 2019. WHIP+ 
covered losses of crops, trees, bushes and vines that occurred as a result of those 
disaster events. 

Producers who applied for and have received their first WHIP+ payment can expect to 
receive the second payment beginning in mid-June for eligible crop losses.  Due to budget 
constraints, producers received an initial WHIP+ payment for 2019 crop losses equal to 
50% of the calculated payment.  This second payment will be equal to 40% of the 
calculated payment for a total 90% WHIP+ program payment. This second round of 
WHIP+ payments are expected to exceed $700 million.  A third round of payments may be 
issued if sufficient funds become available.  Producers with 2018 crop losses have already 
been compensated at 100%. 

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements 

All producers receiving QLA Program and WHIP+ payments are required to purchase 
federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage 
for the next two available crop years at the 60% coverage level or higher. If eligible, QLA 
participants may meet the insurance purchase requirement by purchasing Whole-Farm 
Revenue Protection coverage offered through USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

More Information 

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs.  On farmers.gov, 
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options 
available for disaster recovery assistance. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS 
programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center. 

 
June 2021 Interest Rates 
Interest rates for June 2021, which are effective June 1. USDA’s FSA loans provide 
important access to capital to help agricultural producers start or expand their farming 
operation, purchase equipment and storage structures, or meet cash flow needs.  

Farm Storage Facility Loans 

Farm Storage Facility Loan, 3 year                  -- 0.375%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 5 year                  -- 0.875%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 7 year                  -- 1.250%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 10 year                -- 1.625%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 12 year                -- 1.750% 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7c89e12ae17b4277a77708d92ffa3969%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637593574021563437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=STBBDAUDQoUaGK6ztegVUEnmzSQimIFFFNIEIz7SDew%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7c89e12ae17b4277a77708d92ffa3969%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637593574021563437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Zr7HFmfTbpPpx8w5wl8VG06xoJR9K0wvdn0JHDHzTlw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FPolicy-and-Procedure%2FInsurance-Plans%2FWhole-Farm-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7c89e12ae17b4277a77708d92ffa3969%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637593574021573393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YzU6bLTiifZ90hFRVEFqFk3UfnLN4H0cOtOS%2BvpMgrY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FPolicy-and-Procedure%2FInsurance-Plans%2FWhole-Farm-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7c89e12ae17b4277a77708d92ffa3969%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637593574021573393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YzU6bLTiifZ90hFRVEFqFk3UfnLN4H0cOtOS%2BvpMgrY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7c89e12ae17b4277a77708d92ffa3969%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637593574021573393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZTO4ezdz2ma2TJIJoEDwMlZriTBJicGlt%2Fvlh0b7m7s%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fprice-support%2Ffacility-loans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7c89e12ae17b4277a77708d92ffa3969%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637593574021573393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bSBblAHFOxFadQ6dKCV6axOJtuNHn%2Fj292YvRQFJdsg%3D&reserved=0


 

 

FSFL Microloans are also available for the 3, 5, and 7 year terms at the 3, 5, and 7 year 
term rates for a maximum aggregated loan amount of $50,000 and at a reduced down 
payment of 5% (regular FSFL loans require 15% down and have a maximum loan amount 
of $500,000). 

Farm Loans 

Farm Operating Loan                                                    -- 1.875%  
Farm Ownership Loan                                                  -- 3.250%  
Farm Ownership Loan, Joint-Financing                        -- 2.500%  
Farm Ownership Loan, Down Payment                        -- 1.500%  
Emergency Loans                                                         -- 2.875% 

Producers can explore available options on all FSA loans at fsa.usda.gov or by contacting 
your local USDA Service Center.  
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