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Farm Service Agency Now Accepting
Nominations for Farmers to Serve on Local
County Committees

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now accepting
nominations for county committee members. Elections will occur in certain Local
Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a
single county or multi-county jurisdiction.

County committee members make important decisions about how Federal farm programs
are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or
received in the local FSA office by August 1, 2022.

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program and reside in the
LAA that is up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county
committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their
farming operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.
Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women, and beginning
farmers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve
three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the
day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out
disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs,
county office employment and other agricultural issues.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get

involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. The
form and other information about FSA county committee elections are available

at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning November 7, 2022. Producers
can find their local USDA Service Center at farmers.gov/service-locator.



https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Nomination-Forms/fsa-669A_county_committee_nomination_form_2022.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/county-committee-elections/index
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator

USDA Reminds Indiana Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in Indiana who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports
after planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses.
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Indiana:

June 15 — Final Acreage Reporting Date Cucumbers (Planted 5/1 to 5/31) Knox County
June 21 - Final Date to Submit a Prevented Planting Claim for Corn

July 5 — Final Date to Submit a Prevented Planting Claim for Soybeans

July 15 — Final Acreage Reporting Date for All Other Crops Including CRP, Grazing and
Forage Crops as well as Cucumbers (Planted 5/10-6/15) in All Other Indiana Counties
August 15 — Final Acreage Reporting Date for Cucumbers (Planted 6/16-8/5) Fulton,
LaPorte, Porter and St. Joseph Counties

September 15 — Final Acreage Reporting Date for Cucumbers (Planted 6/1-8/15) Knox
County

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a
list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

¢ Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county
office.

e If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program,
acreage reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-


https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/crop-acreage-reports

specific reporting deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the
crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural
disaster, were unable to because of a natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later
than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s
Risk Management Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage
is reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains
in effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for
more information on continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access
their FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new
feature will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view
other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to
view, print and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other
signature types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the
farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with
this fact sheet and these video tutorials.

More Information

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA
Service Center.

USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers

New Program Part of Broader Effort to Transform Food System, Create Jobs

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) plans to provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who
incur eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety
certification in calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA’s new Food Safety Certification for
Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop producers to
comply with regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification
requirements, which is part of USDA’s broader effort to transform the food system to
create a more level playing field for small and medium producers and a more balanced,
equitable economy for everyone working in food and agriculture.

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022
food safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the
COVID-19 pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from
Hollis, N.H., where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA’s efforts to
help reduce costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding


https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-09/farmersgov-portal-farmrecords-factsheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0Oy58bSZgQFQe1pWsiPp_BjfmDY-72g5
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety

to cut regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire
and across the nation.

Program Details

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety
certification in calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage
of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as
a portion of their related expenses.

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the
definition of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses
related to the 2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:

e Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.

e Food safety certification.

e Certification upload fees.

e Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.

e Training

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and
veteran farmers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be found at
farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and
the application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments
at the time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023.
If calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be
prorated.

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service
Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. Producers can

visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find their local FSA office. Specialty crop producers can
also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to assist.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility
information and forms needed to apply.



https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety

Sign Up to be Counted in the 2022 Census of
Agriculture by June 30
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SIGN UP T0 BE COUNTED.

nass.usda.gov/AgCensus

YOUR VOICE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR OPPORTUNITY.

Sign up and be counted in the 2022 Ag Census! Agriculture producers who did not receive
the 2017 Census of Agriculture and do not receive other USDA surveys or censuses have
until June 30 to sign up to receive the 2022 Census of Agriculture at
nass.usda.gov/AgCensus. This once-every-five-years data collection begins this
November.

The Ag Census includes every American operation — large or small, urban or rural — from
which $1,000 or more of agricultural products are produced and sold, or would normally
be produced and sold, in the ag census year. This can include hobby farms with livestock,
such as chickens or horses, or crops growing in the backyard or on a rooftop. The data
inform policy and program decisions that directly impact producers, their operations,
industries, and communities. A complete count, with every producer getting and taking the
opportunity to be represented in these data, is vital.

On the NASS Ag Census webpage, producers can also access frequently asked
questions, explore past and current Ag Census data, access tools to help spread the word
about the upcoming Ag Census, learn about Ag Census special studies, and more.



https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
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Service Center Locator

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of

discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)

377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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