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Producers Have Until March 15 to Enroll in USDA’s Key
Commodity Safety Net Programs

Call Today About 2023 Crop Year Eligibility

Ag producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2023 crop year have until March 15, 2023, to elect
and enroll a contract. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers these two safety
net programs to provide vital income support to farmers experiencing substantial

declines in crop prices or revenues.

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County or PLC, which are both
commodity-by-commodity, or ARC-Individual, which covers the entire farm. Although
election changes for 2023 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract
each year. Additionally, if a producer has a multi-year contract on their farm and makes an
election change for 2023, they will need to sign a new contract.

If producers do not submit an election by the March 15, 2023, deadline, the election
remains the same as the 2022 election for commodities on the farm. Farm owners cannot
enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the commaodity.

In Indiana, producers have completed 91,240 contracts to date, representing 80% of the
more than 113,000+ expected contracts.

Producers who do not complete enroliment by the deadline will not be enrolled in ARC or
PLC for the 2023 year and will not receive a payment if triggered.

Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the following

commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice,
medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed and wheat.

Decision Tools
In partnership with USDA, two web-based decision tools are available to assist producers

in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective
farming operations:



e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of
lllinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO
and PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M University that
allows producers to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments
for 2023.

Crop Insurance Considerations and Decision Deadline

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes
crop insurance and marketing assistance loans. Producers are reminded that ARC and
PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider. However, producers
on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that
crop on that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC
election. Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Producers should contact their crop insurance agent to make certain that the election and
enroliment made at FSA follows their intention to participate in STAX or SCO coverage.
Producers have until March 15, 2023, to make the appropriate changes or cancel their
ARC or PLC contract.

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or
contact their local USDA Service Center.

USDA Announces General Conservation Reserve
Program Signup for 2023

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General signup began February 27 and ends
April 7, 2023. CRP is a cornerstone voluntary conservation program offered by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the effort to address climate change
and help agricultural communities invest in the long-term well-being of their land and
natural resources.

General CRP

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water
quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a
Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to help increase carbon sequestration and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by helping producers and landowners establish trees and
permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.

Continuous CRP

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the
year. Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-
Smart Practice Incentive is also available in the Continuous signup.

FSA offers several additional enroliment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including
the Clean Lakes Estuaries and Rivers Initiative (CLEAR30), the State Acres for Wildlife
Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). The CLEARS3O Initiative, which
was originally piloted in twelve states in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watershed,
has been expanded nationwide, allowing producers and landowners to enroll in 30-year


https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2019/08/introducing-the-gardner-farmdoc-payment-calculator.html
https://www.afpc.tamu.edu/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/arcplc_program/index
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2023/crp_general_signup_main_fact_sheet_2023.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/crp-continuous-enrollment/index

CRP contracts for water quality practices. FSA also moved SAFE practices back to the
Continuous CRP signup, giving producers and landowners more opportunities to
participate in the initiative. Through the FWP, producers and landowners can enroll land in
CRP as part of their efforts to restore previously farmed wetlands and wetland buffers, to
improve both vegetation and water flow.

There are also significant improvements to CREP, which leverages federal and non-
federal funds to target specific State, regional or nationally significant conservation
concerns. Specifically, USDA made significant improvements to CREP to reduce barriers
and make the program more accessible to a broad range of producers and new types of
partners.

These updates included flexibility for partners to provide matching funds in the form of
cash, in-kind contributions, or technical assistance, along with an investment in additional
staff to work directly with partners. Through CREP, for the first time ever, three Tribal
Nations are now partnering with USDA to help conserve, maintain, and improve grassland
productivity, reduce soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat.

Grassland CRP

FSA will announce the dates for Grassland CRP signup in the coming weeks. Grassland
CRP is a working lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland,
including rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas
as working grazing lands.

Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides
biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and provides important carbon sequestration
benefits to deliver lasting climate outcomes.

How to Sign Up

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service
Center to learn more or to apply for the program before their deadlines.

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP),
which incentivizes producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning,
veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who plans to sustainably farm or
ranch the land.

More Information

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic
benefits.

USDA Reminds Farmers and Forest Managers of Approaching
Deadline for Prospective Customer Survey

Submissions and feedback for USDA’s prospective customer survey
needed by March 31 deadline

Are you a farmer or forest manager? Please share your vital feedback with USDA by
taking a nationwide survey at farmers.gov/survey! The survey is completely anonymous,
will take about 10 minutes to complete, is available in multiple languages, and will be open
until March 31, 2023. The survey focuses on gathering feedback about the Farm Service
Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Risk Management Agency.



https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/crp-grasslands/index
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/contact/survey

Are you a Farmer, Rancher or Forest Manager?

LET YOUR VOICE

‘BE

All farmers and forest managers are encouraged to take the survey. USDA would
especially like to hear from prospective customers: those who don’t know about USDA or
have yet to work with USDA, and those who were unable to participate in the past. The
survey will help USDA enhance support, improve programs and services, increase
access, and advance equity for new and existing customers.

Subscribe to Receive Email and Text Alerts
on USDA Urban Ag Opportunities in Indiana

Free email and text
messages are available
on program deadlines
and other opportunities.

Did you know you can
subscribe to receive free
email and text message
updates from USDA
related to urban
agriculture and innovative
production here in
Indiana?

Whether you’re scrolling
through emails on your break or checking a text message between tasks, USDA wants to
keep you posted on the latest news in urban agriculture and innovative production.
Subscribe now to receive emails and text messages about important program information,
eligibility requirements and deadlines from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and Risk Management Agency (RMA) related
to urban agriculture, specifically in Indiana.

You can sign up for email alerts by visiting farmers.gov/subscribe (select “IN — Urban
Agriculture and Innovative Production”) or text alerts by texting INUrbanAG to 372-669.
Urban agriculture is one of the many topics available to producers. If you subscribe online,
you can also sign up for information on other topics, including disaster assistance,
conservation programs, crop insurance and farm loans. Participants may unsubscribe at
any time.



https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/subscriber/new/
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDMuNzI2ODg4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3Yvc3RhdGUtb2ZmaWNlcy9JbmRpYW5hL2luZGV4In0.onWCS3NRSdehda9HqxvROnyXg604Bnvx-UBWs5l7GqY/s/1419851996/br/155570137611-l
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