
CRP SAFE Indiana Bat 
Requirements
Offers for Indiana Bat will require the participant to successfully 
establish and maintain a diversity of hardwood tree species that are 
beneficial to the target wildlife species.

Indiana Bat SAFE offers must be a minimum of 3 acres.

All Indiana Bat offers will follow specifications and FOTG 
guidelines and/or meet Indiana Seeding Tool requirements.  In 
addition to following the FOTG specifications/Indiana Seeding 
Tool requirements, all tree plantings enrolled under the Indiana Bat 
shall consist of at least 8 hardwood tree species.

At least 10% of the planting shall be Shagbark Hickory (Carya 
ovata) or Shellbark Hickory (Carya laciniosa).  Burr Oak (Quercus 
macrocarpa) or Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor), may be 
substituted for the hickory component on wet, poorly drained soils 
(where Shellbark is not available).

At least 30% of the planting shall be members of the red oak and 
white oak family, unless other equally or more desirable tree 
species for Indiana Bat can be substituted (e.g. elm, shagbark 
hickory).

Management activities will be required on practices enrolled in 
Indiana Bat.  Preferred management activities for the Indiana Bat 
SAFE are spraying and mowing for weed control.  Combinations 
of these practices are also allowed as acceptable management 
activities.  At least one “management activity” must occur on all of 
the acreage enrolled in an Indiana BAT SAFE contract within 
years 4-7 of the contract period, while no more than 50% of the 
acreage can receive activity in any one year.  Maintenance 
practices (noxious weed control, pruning, weed control) are also 
recommended as needed in accordance with guidelines in O/M 
sheets for tree establishments.

All SAFE offers accepted under this program will receive a 
management plan developed by a Forester or Wildlife Biologist 
from either the Division of Forestry, Division of Fish and Wildlife, 
Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever, or other Technical Service 
Providers.

Other requirements and eligibility provisions apply.  For more 
information, contact your  local service center and USDA and 
USDA Farm Service Agency office: farmers.gov/service-locater.
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Why Choose CRP SAFE?

SAFE is a program within the Conservation Reserve Program 
designed to have flexibility and diversity aimed at benefiting specific 
wildlife species such as the Indiana Bat.

The Indiana Bat is an imperiled species that is both a federally and 
state listed endangered species.  Indiana Bats are very small, 
weighing only one-quarter of an ounce (or the weight of 3 pennies).  
However, during flight they have a wingspan of 9 to 11 inches.  
Their fur is brown to black.  During the winter they hibernate in 
caves and sometimes abandoned mines.  During warmer months 
they roost under peeling bark of dead or dying trees.  Indiana Bats 
mainly rely on forested habitats, including along riparian corridors 
of rivers, streams and lakes, and primarily feed on insects.

SAFE Indiana Bat is only available under General CRP Sign-up and 
the following sub-practices are available:

• CP38C-CP3A - Hardwood Tree Planting

SAFE Indiana Bat is available in the following counties: Lake, 
Porter, LaPorte, St. Joseph, Elkhart, LaGrange, Steuben, Starke, 
Marshall, Kosciusko, Noble, Dekalb, Fulton, Whitley, Allen, 
Cass, Miami, Wabash, Huntington, Wells, Adams, Carroll, 
Howard, Grant, Blackford, Jay, Warren, Tippecanoe, Clinton, 
Tipton, Madison, Deleware, Randolph, Fountain, Montgomery, 
Boone, Hamilton, Hendricks, Marion, Hancock, Henry, Wayne, 
Johnson, Shelby, Rush, Bartholomew, Decatur, Knox, Gibson, 
Posey, Vanderburgh
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