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From the Desk of Amanda De Jong, State Executive 
Director 

It appears that Spring has finally sprung, and field work is now well underway across 
Iowa.  As farmers do the necessary work to prepare the soil and plant the crop, it’s 
important to remember the impact we make on the land, the water, and the 
communities we live in.  That’s why several years ago, Iowa’s Governor named May 
6-12 as Iowa Source Water Protection (SWP) Week, which coincides with National 
Drinking Water Week, an observance of the value of drinking water. Throughout 
Iowa, farmers, communities and partners are working together to create SWP plans, 
helping to guard the water source – whether an aquifer, lake or river – that they draw 
their drinking water from. Every community’s source water is unique and developing 
and implementing SWP plans must be locally-led to address local conditions.  Many 
communities in Iowa are hard at work developing or implementing their plans already 
including Deloit, Elliott, George, Gilbertville, Griswold, Holstein, Ida Grove, Jesup, 
Kingsley, Lost Nation, Manchester, Manning, McGregor, Plainfield, Rock Valley, 
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Sanborn, and Waverly.  Iowa FSA and Iowa NRCS are members of the Iowa Source 
Water Collaborative which includes farm and agribusiness trade associations, state 
and federal government, Extension, conservation districts, and private industry. The 
Collaborative is working with communities to coordinate and develop resources and 
encouraging awareness and education to engage Iowans in partnerships that 
enhance and protect Iowa’s source water.  For more information on source water 
protection in Iowa, visit www.iowasourcewater.org.  Have a safe and productive 
spring. 

 

Reporting Organic Crops 

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
organic price and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report 
their crops as organic.  

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the 
organic acreage. 

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or 
documentation from a certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. 
Documentation must include: 

• name of certified individuals 

• address  

• telephone number 

• effective date of certification 

• certificate number 

• list of commodities certified 

• name and address of certifying agent 

• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, 
including the buffer zone acreage 

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural 
income from organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not 
required to provide a written certificate, they are still required to provide a map 
showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional and buffer 
zone acreage. 

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find 
your local office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers and ranchers become 
owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with 
land tenure to save farmland for future generations.  

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint 
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.  

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 percent of the 
total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being purchased, provides the 
balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 
and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance 
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also required 
to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date 
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the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation of the 
farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.  

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local 
FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Farm Service Agency Makes Administrative Change to the Livestock 
Indemnity Program 

Beginning this month, agricultural producers who have lost livestock to disease, resulting from a weather disaster, have an 
additional way to become eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program.  

In the event of disease, this change by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) authorizes local FSA county committees to 
accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through 
good animal husbandry and management. The committees may then use this certification to allow eligibility for producers on a 
case-by-case basis for LIP. 

LIP provides benefits to agricultural producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, 
disease or by attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government. Eligible weather events include 
earthquakes, hail, tornadoes, hurricanes, storms, blizzard and flooding.  

Producers interested in LIP or other USDA disaster assistance programs should contact their local USDA service center. 

 

Livestock Inventory Records 

Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary in the event of a natural 
disaster.  

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered excessive livestock death 
losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.  

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide verifiable documentation of 
death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 
30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss 
to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and 
receipts. 

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock    

• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;  

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.  

 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage 
facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities include 
corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops 
(lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, 
floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, 
hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   
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Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between $50,000 and $100,000 may 
require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a 
diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food 
and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or contact your local FSA 
county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Report Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses 

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops 
when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters including drought, hail, excessive 
moisture, freeze, tornado, freeze, excessive wind, or flood.  

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be filed the earlier of 15 days of 
the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. If the crop is intended to 
be hand harvested notify the county within 72 hours of when the loss became apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, including 
perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf 
grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be a success. A part of 
ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the borrower’s graduation 
to commercial lending institutions. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate 
progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 

• Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 

• The development of problem situations; 

• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm 
loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing option 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Still Time to be Counted in the 2017 Census of Agriculture 

NASS to follow-up with producers who have not yet responded 

Farmers and ranchers still have time to be counted in the 2017 Census of Agriculture, according to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). Although the first deadline has just passed, NASS will 
continue to accept Census information through the spring to get a complete and accurate picture of American agriculture that 
represents all farmers and ranchers. 

Federal law mandates that everyone who received the 2017 Census of Agriculture questionnaire complete it and return it 
even if not currently farming. NASS will continue to follow-up with producers through the spring with mailings, phone calls, and 
personal visits. To avoid these additional contacts, farmers and ranchers are encouraged to complete their Census either 
online at www.agcounts.usda.gov or by mail as soon as possible. Responding online saves time by skipping sections that do 
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not apply and automatically calculating totals. The online questionnaire is accessible on desktops, laptops, and mobile 
devices. 

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov. For questions or assistance filling 
out the Census, call toll-free (888) 424-7828. 

 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior written authorization 
from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are 
severe and a producer’s name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any 
grain under loan. 

 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 
(866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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