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Still Time to be Counted in the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture 

NASS to follow-up with producers who have not yet responded 

Farmers and ranchers still have time to be counted in the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). Although the first deadline has just 
passed, NASS will continue to accept Census information through the spring to 
get a complete and accurate picture of American agriculture that represents all 
farmers and ranchers. 

Federal law mandates that everyone who received the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture questionnaire complete it and return it even if not currently farming. 
NASS will continue to follow-up with producers through the spring with 
mailings, phone calls, and personal visits. To avoid these additional contacts, 
farmers and ranchers are encouraged to complete their Census either online 
at www.agcounts.usda.gov or by mail as soon as possible. Responding online 
saves time by skipping sections that do not apply and automatically calculating 
totals. The online questionnaire is accessible on desktops, laptops, and mobile 
devices. 

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, 
visit www.agcensus.usda.gov. For questions or assistance filling out the 
Census, call toll-free (888) 424-7828. 
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USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property 

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new financing avenue for 
farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. 
veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million 
to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, 
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water conservation 
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility requirements and 
expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified 
producers, and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local FSA office.  

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency assistance 
to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other 
conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.  

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of 
purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting 
water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.              

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed 
purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality 
due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to an 
eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2017 to Sept. 30, 2018 must file: 

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov. 1, 2018 

• An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018 

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.  

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  

• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 

• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 
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USDA Makes it Easier to Transfer Land to the Next Generation of Farmers and 
Ranchers 

Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation Reserve Program Land to New Farmers; Provides Priority Enrollment in 
Working Lands Conservation Programs  

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering an early termination opportunity for certain Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) contracts, making it easier to transfer property to the next generation of farmers and ranchers, including family members. 
The land that is eligible for the early termination is among the least environmentally sensitive land enrolled in CRP. 

Normally if a landowner terminates a CRP contract early, they are required to repay all previous payments plus interest. The new 
policy waives this repayment if the land is transferred to a beginning farmer or rancher through a sale or lease with an option to 
buy. With CRP enrollment close to the Congressionally-mandated cap of 24 million acres, the early termination will also allow 
USDA to enroll other land with higher conservation value elsewhere. 

Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure provisions will be eligible for priority enrollment consideration into the 
CRP Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship Program or Environmental Quality Incentives Program, as 
determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land survey, conducted by USDA in 2014, U.S. farmland 
owners expect to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership during 2015-2019. This represents 10 percent of all farmland across 
the nation. Details on the early termination opportunity will be available starting on Jan. 9, 2017, at local USDA service centers. 
For more information about CRP and to find out if your acreage is eligible for early contract termination, contact your local Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) office or go online at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.  

 

Reporting Wind Turbines Constructed on Cropland 

Producers who have wind turbines constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service Agency office. Any area that 
is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and 
aerial photography maps. When base acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total 
base acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for wind turbines might impact payments 
calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC). 

 

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  

The Iowa Farm Loan team is already working on operating loans for spring 2018, so it is important that potential borrowers 
submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are 
best for applicants.   

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm operation for just about any 
purpose.  The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage 
of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.   

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller 
operations and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing 
equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. Your local FSA office can provide more details on farm 
operating and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a 
priority.  

Other types of loans available include:  

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-month loan while 
the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be 
more advantageous.    

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities, or for storage and 
handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp


bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to 
$500,000 per loan.   

Please call your local FSA office if you have questions about any of the loans available through FSA. 

 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar year 2018 must submit a 
TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by 
the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and 
nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery trees include 
ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality from an eligible 
natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the 
natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and 
vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from the date the 
application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can 
receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

 

Communication is Key in Lending 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be a success. A part of 
ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the borrower’s graduation to 
commercial lending institutions. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, 
it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert 
FSA to any of the following: 

·         Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 

·         Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 

·         The development of problem situations; 

·         Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm loan 
staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 
(866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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