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USDA Adds Shelled Almonds and Fresh Sweet Cherries 
to Market Facilitation Program 

Department Amends Timeline for Hogs Operations 

USDA announced the addition of commodities to the trade mitigation package aimed at 
assisting farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign 
nations. Starting Monday, Sept. 24, producers of shelled almonds and fresh sweet cherries 
may apply for Market Facilitation Program (MFP) payments at their local Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) office. In addition, the timeline for hog producers has been extended. 

The sign-up period for MFP for other eligible commodities is now open and runs through 
Jan. 15, 2019, with information and instructions provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp. The 
MFP is established under the statutory authority of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
CCC Charter Act and is under the administration of USDA’s FSA. Eligible producers 
should apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued once production is 
reported. 

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the 
MFP rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be 
determined by the USDA. 
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The initial MFP payment rates starting Sept. 24: 

• Shelled Almonds - $0.03 per pound 

• Fresh Sweet Cherries - $0.16 per pound 

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity at a combined $125,000 for shelled 
almonds and fresh sweet cherries. 

Eligible applicants must have an ownership interest in the commodity, be actively engaged 
in farming, and have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 2014, 2015, 
and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the 
“Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation” regulations. 

Expanded Hog Timeline 

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug. 1, 2018, date does not 
accurately represent the number of head of live hogs they own. Producers may now 
choose any date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018 that correctly reflects their actual 
operation. 

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be 
completed at a local FSA office or submitted electronically either by scanning, emailing, or 
faxing. To locate or contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 

Borrower Training 

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is 
required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the 
agency.   

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The 
purpose is to help the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to 
successfully operate a farm and build equity in the operation.  It aims to help the producer 
become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency 
approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved 
vendors.   

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk 
Protection Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk 
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. 
Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic 
level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail 
and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no 
permanent federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage 
and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, 
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 
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Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting: 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.  

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses 
that exceed 50 percent of expected production. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local 
USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.   

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance 
agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent 
Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the 
USDA Cost Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to 
predict insurance premium costs. 

 

Cover Crop Guidelines 

Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, 
simple and a flexible policy for cover crop practices.  

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops.  

Termination: 

The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are 
based on zones and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional 
guidelines visit https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ 
and click “Cover Crop Termination Guidelines.” 

Reporting: 

The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops 

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. 
An FSA policy change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility 
for the cover crop that is being hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific 
program. 

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and 
is not terminated properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop.  

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland 
on the farm. In these situations, a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all 
cropland on the farm. 

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other 
conservation purposes. Cover crops are primarily used for erosion control, soil health 
Improvement, and water quality improvement. The cover crop may be terminated by 
natural causes, such as frost, or intentionally terminated through chemical application, 
crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and terminated according to 
NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not considered a crop for crop insurance 
purposes. 

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent crop, 
after prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop. 
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Reporting Wind Turbines Constructed on Cropland 

Producers who have wind turbines constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm 
Service Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland 
(producing annual or perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial 
photography maps. When base acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural 
commercial or industrial use, the total base acres on the farm must be reduced 
accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for wind turbines might impact payments calculated 
using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments. 

 
 

Payment Limitations by Program 

The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received annually, 
directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program for 2014 through 2018.  

Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.  

Commodity and Price Support Programs 
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.  

Conservation Programs 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is limited to $50,000. 
CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to payment limitation rules in 
effect on the date of contract approval.  

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event. The 
Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster event.  

Disaster Assistance Programs – 2017 & Subsequent Years 

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) have a $125,000 per person and legal entity single payment limitation that 
applies to the total amount of program year payments received.   

Program payments under the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Tree Assistance Program (TAP) no longer 
have payment limits. 

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. Contact your local 
NRCS office more information.  

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers of non-
insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters including 
freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought 
(includes native grass for grazing), among others.  

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be filed the earlier 
of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 



Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental 
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Loan Servicing 

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a borrower who is 
unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to learn about the options 
available to you.  

 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, zip code, 
phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our 
office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to 
our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in 
their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.   

 
 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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