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1BSecretary Perdue Names FSA Administrator 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced today the 
appointment of Richard Fordyce to serve as Administrator of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA). In his role, Fordyce will provide leadership for FSA and its 
mission to support agricultural production across America through a 
network of over 2,100 county and 50 state offices. 

Richard Fordyce, a fourth-generation farmer, most recently served 
as State Executive Director for FSA in Missouri. Prior to his 
appointment by the Trump Administration, Fordyce served as the 
director of the Missouri Department of Agriculture from 2013 to 
2017. In 2015, Fordyce was awarded the Missouri Farm Bureau 
Distinguished Service Award and the Agricultural Leaders of 
Tomorrow Alumnus of the Year. He and his wife, Renee, have two 
children and grow soybeans, corn and beef cattle on the family 
farm. 

For more information about the Farm Service Agency, please visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1f0408c
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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2BFSA Releases Signup Information for Tree 
Assistance Program 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency recently released signup information 
for the Tree Assistance Program, a nationwide program that 
provides orchardists and nursery tree growers with cost share 
assistance to replant eligible trees, bushes, and vines following a 
natural disaster. 

The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 prescribed several changes to 
the program, including the removal of the $125,000 per person and 
legal entity payment limitation. The notice outlined when producers 
should file applications for any recent losses, given the changes to 
the program. 

Eligible producers should file for TAP assistance by the later of 
these two dates: 

• 90 days of the disaster or when damages from the disaster 
are noticed; or 

• 60 days after the regulation is published on the Federal 
Register later this summer. 

The following producers can file applications: 

• Producers who did not previously apply for TAP for 2017 or 
2018 losses; and 

• Producers who had applied and received an adverse 
determination that their 2017 or 2018 TAP application was 
filed late. 

Additionally, producers with 2017 losses can also file an application 
or revise an original application because of the changes made 
through the Act. 

For more information on TAP, producers should contact their local 
USDA service center. 

 

 

3BReporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland 
Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service 
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or 
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base 
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base 
acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels might 
impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments.  

 

4B2018 Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
the local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. Acreage 
reporting dates vary by crop.   

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/tree-assistance-program/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/tap_53.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?field_counties_served_target_id=13199
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?field_counties_served_target_id=13199


The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Kentucky:   

• January 15, 2018 Peaches, Canola  
• July 15, 2018 All Other Crops and CRP  
• Nov. 15, 2018 Perennial Forage Preceding Year (Report 2018 for 2019)  
• December 15, 2018 Fall Seeded Small Grains. Examples: Barley, Oats, Rye, Wheat 

Preceding Year (Report 2018 for 2019)   
 
Crops With NAP Coverage   

• Sept. 30, 2018 Aquaculture; Value loss and controlled environment crops (except Nursery). 
Examples: Christmas Trees, Crustaceans, Finfish, Flowers, Ginseng, Grass Sod Preceding 
Year (Report 2018 for 2019)  

• January 2, 2018 Honey (Same Crop Year) and ELAP Purposes 
• May 31, 2018 Nursery Preceding Year (Report 2018 for 2019) 

 
 All Other NAP Crops are to be reported the earlier of:    

• • the Acreage Reporting Dates above (or)  
• • 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”  
      “left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 
 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop 
certification and crop loss reports, please contact the local County FSA office.    

 

5BProducers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and 
Failed Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres 
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.  

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
prevented from planting.  Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of 
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA).   

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.   

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days 
following the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted.  Late-filed reports will only be 
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the 
crop from being planted.  A measurement service fee will be charged.  

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report 
failed acres.   

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office 



by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days.  

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including 
grasses.  

 

6BUSDA Reopens Enrollment for Improved Dairy Safety Net Tool 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency encourages dairy producers to consider enrolling in the new and 
improved Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy), which will provide better protections for 
dairy producers from shifting milk and feed prices. With changes authorized under the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2018, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has 
set the enrollment period to run from April 9, 2018 to June 1, 2018.  

USDA is mailing postcards advising dairy producers of the changes. For more information, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or contact your local USDA service center.  

 

7BFarm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and 
storage and handling trucks.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.    

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers.  

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov 

 

8BUSDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve 
Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://offices.usda.gov/


The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.  

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

 

9BYouth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth 
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.   

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
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