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Nominations Open for the 2019 County
Committee Elections
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and FSA program
participants to take part in the local County Committee election
nomination process.
FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day
operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.
Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm
programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to
the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a
local decision making and farm program delivery process.
A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members
from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a
three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are
open for election each year.
County committees may have an appointed advisor to further
represent the local interests of underserved farmers and ranchers.
Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority
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farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have
limited resources.
All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or
received in the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2019. For
more information on FSA county committee elections and
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and
Hold Office as a COC Member available online at:
fsa.usda.gov/elections.

USDA Reopens Continuous CRP Signup
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept applications beginning June 3, 2019, for certain
practices under the continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup and will offer
extensions for expiring CRP contracts. The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized CRP, one of the country’s
largest conservation programs.
FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the continuous CRP signup when 2014 Farm Bill
authority expired. Since passage of the 2018 Farm Bill last December, Fordyce said FSA has
carefully analyzed the language and determined that a limited signup prioritizing water-quality
practices furthers conservation goals and makes sense for producers as FSA works to fully
implement the program.
Continuous CRP Signup
This year’s signup will include such practices as grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers,
wetland restoration and others. View a full list of practices approved for this program.
Continuous signup enrollment contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration. Soil rental rates will be set at
90 percent of the existing rates. Incentive payments will not be offered for these contracts.
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Signup
FSA will also reopen signup for existing Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
agreements. Fact sheets on current CREP agreements are available on this webpage.
Other CRP Signup Options
FSA will open a CRP general signup in December 2019 and a CRP Grasslands signup later.
CRP Contract Extensions
A one-year extension will be offered to existing CRP participants who have expiring CRP contracts
of 14 years or less. Producers eligible for an extension will receive a letter describing their options.
Alternatively, producers with expiring contracts may have the option to enroll in the Transition
Incentives Program, which provides two additional annual rental payments on the condition the land
is sold or rented to a beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group.
More Information
Producers interested in applying for continuous CRP practices, including those under existing
CREP agreements, or who need an extension, should contact their USDA service center beginning

June 3. To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP can be
found at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp

Changes to 2020 NAP Application Closing Date
September 1, 2019 is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) application closing
date for these crops; Christmas Trees, Finfish, Flowers, Ginseng, Grass-Sod, Mushrooms and
*Strawberries.
*Strawberries application closing date changed from November 20, 2019 to September 1,
2019. (Report 2019 for 2010)

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and
Failed Acres
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.
Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk
Management Agency (RMA).
If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days
following the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the
crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged.
Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report
failed acres.
Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.
For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including
grasses.
Please contact your local County FSA Office to schedule an appointment to file a Notice of Loss. To
find your local FSA office visit http://offices.usda.gov

Sign in/Sign up!
Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers doing
business as an individual can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market
Facilitation Program (MFP) on the secure and convenient www.farmers.gov. Producers doing
business as an individual first need to sign up for the Level 2 eAuthentication access. Currently

USDA eAuthentication does not have the mechanism to issue accounts to businesses,
corporations, other entities or for anyone acting on behalf of another individual or entity.
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Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov
Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity
verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA Service
Center.
Step 3: You’re enrolled
Step 4: Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account linked
with your USDA customer record
Step 5: You’re ready to Log In

Or go to your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff will help you sign up for Level 2
Access right in the office! They will get you online so you can create an online account at
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in. You’ll complete identity verification right on the spot. You’re
enrolled! Users with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record can
apply for select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy!
Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more. To locate a service center near you or use online services
not requiring eAuthentication access, visit www.farmers.gov. For technical assistance. call the
eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.
Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $600,000 and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.
To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.
For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov

Reminder to FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with Real
Estate Security
Farm Service Agency would like to remind farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as
security for their loans, of key items for maintaining loan collateral. It is required that borrowers must
obtain prior consent, or approval, by either FSA, for direct loans, or by a guaranteed lender, for any

transaction affecting real estate security. Examples of these transactions include, but are not limited
to:
•
•
•
•
•

Leases of any kind;
Easements of any kind;
Subordinations;
Partial releases, and
Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements set forth in the loan agreement, promissory note, and
other security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current
and future loans.
It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

