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USDA Assists Farmers, Ranchers, and 
Communities Affected by Recent Tornadoes 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that assistance is available for 
communities and agricultural producers affected by the tornadoes that tore through 
Kentucky and five other states over the weekend. 

“The devastation these tornadoes brought to our heartland, the lives they took, and the 
communities and livelihoods impacted are hard to measure,” said Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack. “As recovery efforts continue, I want everyone affected to know that USDA is 
there to help, and we will deploy all resources at our disposal to help families, 
communities and agricultural producers rebuild their operations – for as long as it takes.” 

See full announcement here. 

 
Western Kentucky Agriculture Disaster Relief 
The Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA) has created a resource page on its 
website for those affected by this weekend’s disastrous weather events. The resource 
page, at kyagr.com/tornado, profiles a list of ways ag producers can find the help they 
need during this difficult time. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/12/16/usda-assists-farmers-ranchers-and-communities-affected-recent?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyagr.com%2Ftornado%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974203661%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=VVQtywXwg8P1kzbE%2Fa2ULRLGcE8Pkoau6tb6mrINyak%3D&reserved=0


 
The page features: 

• Disaster Assistance Programs from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm 
Service Agency (see Kentucky Agricultural Disaster Federal Resource Guide) 

• An overview of federal assistance programs 
• A tip sheet for ag producers for assessing damage 
• Information from the Kentucky State Veterinarian’s office on livestock disposal 
• Mental health resources  

As more information is available and more resources are announced, the KDA will 
continually update the page to help ag producers find the help they need. 

The Kentucky Agriculture Relief Fund 
 
The Kentucky Agriculture Relief Fund is a cash donation portal managed by the Kentucky 
Farm Bureau Education Foundation. Funds collected will be administered through a grant 
process. The donations will be used to support farmers and agribusinesses in the affected 
areas. 
 
Donations can be made to the Kentucky Agriculture Relief Fund at 
gofundme.com/KyAgReliefFund. 
 
Kentucky Ag Disaster Donations 
 
The Kentucky Department of Agriculture and the University of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment’s Cooperative Extension Service are teaming up to 
coordinate an operation to identify the needs and supplies for individual farming 
operations in the impacted area. 
 
Individuals in impacted areas should contact their county extension office, which will 
collect a list of needs from producers for their operation and provide that information to the 
KDA. The Department will then coordinate with farm organizations in the commonwealth 
and work to match the requested need with the donor of the item. This can include 
immediate needs such as hay or feed to longer-term items such as fencing material. 

 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss 
for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer 
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyagr.com%2Ftornado%2Fdocuments%2FFederal-Disaster-Guide.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974203661%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=QPgk11hn55CWk%2BKjVWEjsB4y8jJS6VNVoz8X0UqNb0A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofundme.com%2Ff%2Fkyagrelieffund%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974213628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=oQvmgfs5FhFHd2mZTsP203KrAmkiMQo4tjhPcBQ0S%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fextension.ca.uky.edu%2Fcounty%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974213628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=dNh%2BVaLnHqmuBJv5NMjFeVki6Eh3SkM8u6Fjx0gXbXE%3D&reserved=0


For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage 
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage 
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice 
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for 
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, 
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk 
management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of 
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the 
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate 
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This 
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or 
trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers 
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FFederal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974223588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=T5V3zWgpmU9w%2FRKQQOhc8OMRSU0loFgcmcJrZaKqfTY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974223588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=WRYcvf1HYLwITDDGSDwM543XmJ6h5mZRrdOS19rOBCs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974223588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=WRYcvf1HYLwITDDGSDwM543XmJ6h5mZRrdOS19rOBCs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974223588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=mszVEez1YG1x1dba1UFME4q8QDTa65fe7fbg8IZQb0Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974223588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=mszVEez1YG1x1dba1UFME4q8QDTa65fe7fbg8IZQb0Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-indemnity%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974233531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=ZY4%2B259XoVlGiOHX%2F8X92URvzqO3dzcoBGeFPtBqbhU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974233531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=45Rq%2F%2F3LNYmViHgXEb7ZZyO1%2B1lJl0240u38U2l%2Btbo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974233531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=45Rq%2F%2F3LNYmViHgXEb7ZZyO1%2B1lJl0240u38U2l%2Btbo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974243491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=rgFV9R%2Fx%2BgCNsZuXgIona%2F%2FOobLxwAF580HMrTXxvbE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974243491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=rgFV9R%2Fx%2BgCNsZuXgIona%2F%2FOobLxwAF580HMrTXxvbE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Femergency-haying-and-grazing%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974243491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=%2BIo2MtgoxpWYQMyhshhn7W8f%2Fd5d6e5c2UPdbQ9tTlA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Ftree-assistance-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974253448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=Cf7BWN%2BzYSJE1gaEv0g6K2Rjbir1f3QZ034a89uvboY%3D&reserved=0


The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like 
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate 
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water 
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from 
natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on 
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help 
you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file 
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that 
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

To locate your local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator 

 
FSA Offers Safety Net Programs for Honeybee 
Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers two programs 
that have specific safety net benefits for producers of 
honeybees and honey. The Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and the Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) assist producers when disasters impact honey 
production or damage or destroy colonies, hives or 
honeybee feed. 

NAP is designed to reduce financial losses when natural disasters result in lower yields or 
crop losses, including honey. NAP coverage is equivalent to catastrophic insurance, 
meaning it covers up to 50 percent of a producer’s normal yield (must have at least a 50 
percent loss) at 55 percent of the average market price. The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates 
higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent 
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops 
marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Femergency-conservation%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974253448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=DxRMnwupf0BUe12CB9K9z8GOs2MsvlJdzIrtnpz8wjA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-forest-restoration%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974253448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=wgE4tR%2FU9OqOvLlc0w98JhOm6Pe2psXpZ8IgDU%2F%2Fy%2Fs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fmain%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Ffinancial%2Feqip%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974263404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=biaUwVB%2BQpwHhttSHBd6T%2Feulbtgjj7qFQoVBuFrgJc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fnoninsured_crop_disaster_assistance_program-nap-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974263404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=CO%2F%2F5gu1JL1JCRyQVWP91mlDGyI4was0xHmXwpzYTdU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Felap-general-fact-sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C234e29e25c234ea8e21c08d9c0d868c0%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637752857974273369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=gwjvHoeTBuomvxfLtHXyO0WMHxY0DaSVNQQe1jCfzp4%3D&reserved=0
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coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 
and 65 percent of expected production. 

The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests 
in multiple counties.  

You must apply for NAP coverage by Dec. 31 prior to the year for which you’re seeking 
coverage. 

ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and honeybee 
feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural 
disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony 
losses must be in excess of normal mortality. 

Both the NAP and ELAP programs require you to report the number of colonies you have 
in production to FSA by Jan. 2, 2022. You must notify FSA within 30 calendar days of 
changes in the total number of colonies or when honeybees are moved to another county.  

For both programs, you must notify FSA within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or 
from when the loss is apparent. 

To learn more about programs for honey and honeybee producers, please contact your 
local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 
USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans 
to Benefit Specialty Crop and Diversified 
Producers  

Free basic coverage available for new and underserved loan 
applicants 

Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm 
loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP 
is available to producers who grow noninsurable crops and 
is especially important to fruit, vegetable, and other specialty 

crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could 
qualify for basic loss coverage at no cost. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of production. Covered “specialty” crops include vegetables, fruits, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, 
syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or 
limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal 
application closing date when they also apply for FSA credit. 

Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market 
crops, at their fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible 
for free or discounted coverage include American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, 
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Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and 
women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and 
microloans that have a streamlined application process. 

NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or 
underserved farmers. Any producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase 
coverage. To learn more, 

Free basic coverage available for new and underserved loan applicants 

Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans will be offered the 
opportunity to enroll in the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP is 
available to producers who grow noninsurable crops and is especially important to fruit, 
vegetable, and other specialty crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could 
qualify for basic loss coverage at no cost. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of production. Covered “specialty” crops include vegetables, fruits, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, 
syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or 
limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal 
application closing date when they also apply for FSA credit. 

Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market 
crops, at their fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible 
for free or discounted coverage include American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, 
Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and 
women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and 
microloans that have a streamlined application process. 

NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or 
underserved farmers. Any producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase 
coverage. To learn more, visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.  

To locate your local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator 
 

Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools 
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is 
crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is 
the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
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• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local FSA office. To locate 
your local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Applying for NAP Payments  
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to 
you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops 
unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes 
native grass for grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable 
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. 
Application closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an 
acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an 
interest during the crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, 
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops 
could see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the 
approved yield. 

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by 
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This 
must be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when 
losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops 
and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice 
of Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the 
crop year for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal 
information. Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop 
was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop 
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, 
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 
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For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA 
office visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

• See our 2022 Kentucky Guaranteed Lender Newsletter  
• See our 2022 KY FSA Customer Calendar  

 
December 2021 Selected Interest Rates 

Farm Loan Programs 
90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 
Farm Operating Loans - 
Direct 2.000% 

Farm Ownership Loans - 
Direct 3.000% 

Limited Resource Loans 5.000% 
Farm Ownership Loans - 
Direct FO Down Payment 1.500% 

Emergency Loans 3.000% 

  

Farm Programs 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  

3 Year 0.750% 
5 Year 1.125% 
7 Year 1.500% 
10 Year 1.625% 
12 Year 1.625% 
Commodity Loans 1.125% 
CCC Borrowing Rate 0.125% 

  

 

Kentucky State FSA Office 
771 Corporate Dr., Ste 205 

Lexington, KY 40503 
Phone: 859-224-7601 
Visit State Webpage 

Acting State Committee: 
Debbie Wakefield 
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859-785-7701 
debbie.wakefield@usda.gov 

Acting State Executive Director 
Debbie Wakefield 

859-785-7701 
debbie.wakefield@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 
Clark Sturgeon 
859-224-7622 

clark.sturgeon@usda.gov  

Farm Program Chief 
Jennifer Farmer 
859-224-7614 

jennifer.farmer@usda.gov  

Farm Loan Chief 
Mike Hoyt 

859-224-7440 
mike.hoyt@usda.gov  
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