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USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm
records and maps online, the latest self-service feature
added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in
real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone. Capabilities
include:

e View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

e View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical
or fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents;
and

e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves
you time and money.



Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA
portal for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user
experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers
and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney
form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
¢ View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

¢ Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.
e View and submit conservation requests.
e View technical references and submit questions.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and
contracts.

e Report practice completion and request practice certification.
e View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as
precision agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to
farmers.gov. After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and
sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the
website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended
browsers to access the feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website
also has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA
updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new
webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.

Higher Loan Limit Now Available for USDA
Guaranteed Farm Loans

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a higher loan limit will be available
for borrowers seeking a guaranteed farm loan starting Oct. 1, 2021, from $1.776 million to
$1.825 million.

FSA farm loans offer access to funding for a wide range of producer needs, from securing
land to financing the purchase of equipment. Guaranteed loans are financed and serviced
by commercial lenders. FSA provides up to a 95% guarantee against possible financial
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loss of principal and interest. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.

In fiscal year 2021, FSA saw continued strong demand for guaranteed loans. FSA
obligated more than $3.4 billion in guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans. This
includes nearly $1.2 billion for beginning farmers. The number of guaranteed borrowers
has grown by 10% to more than 38,750 farmers and ranchers over the last decade. FSA
expects the increasing demand for farm loans to continue into fiscal year 2022.

Disaster Set-Aside Extension

USDA has additional support available to producers given the recent outbreaks of the
COVID-19 Delta variant and has extended the availability of COVID-19 Disaster Set-Aside
(DSA) for installments due through Jan. 31, 2022. In addition, FSA will permit a second
DSA for COVID-19 and a second DSA for natural disasters for those who had an initial
COVID-19 DSA. Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or a second DSA must be received no
later than May 1, 2022.

Last year, FSA broadened the use of the DSA. Normally used in the wake of natural
disasters, the DSA can now allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by
COVID-19 and determined to be eligible, to have their next payment set aside. The set-
aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will
continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This will improve the borrower’s cashflow in
the current production cycle.

More Information

Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by
contacting their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic,
some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to
set up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to
USDA'’s response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Share Your 2021 Harvest

This past spring, many of you shared with us photos and
videos of the seeds and seedlings you sowed, and your
| hopes for the coming season. (View the storymap:

§ https://arcg.is/0Lg1z5)

This fall as you reap the rewards of your work, we want to
hear from you once again. Did the year go as you expected,
or did you experience some surprises? Is your harvest
bountiful, or were you impacted by conditions like drought, flood, or pests? Did our
pandemic or farm programs benefit your operation this year? Did you try any new tactics
or equipment, and if so, how did it go?
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Send photos and videos of your operation’s harvest activities, along with a few sentences
reflecting your thoughts on the above questions by October 27 to
SM.FP.Social@usda.gov. You may be featured on Farmers.gov national social media
channels, a national storymap, and/or our wrap-up blog scheduled to publish in late
October. For more details and examples, read our short blog story:
https://go.usa.gov/xMUan.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers
finance their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA
loans can help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be
provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center
visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.
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The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the
My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information,
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program Right for You?

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and
unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management
Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage against disaster for
these crops. NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insured crops
impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop
planting.

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically
for food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities
such as value loss crops like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap,
and many others. Contact your FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and
county.

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage
period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For
guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office.

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for
Coverage,” and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records
are maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by
crop, so it is important to contact your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you
don’t miss an application closing date.

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic
Provisions, which describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to
maintain NAP coverage. NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their
production in non-loss years to ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual
operation.
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Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops
and number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of
$325 per crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of
$1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply
when producers elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per
person or legal entity depending on the maximum payment limitation that may apply to the
NAP covered producer. The service fee can be waived for beginning, qualifying veteran,
and limited resource farmers and rancher., These farmers and ranchers can also receive
a 50 percent reduction in the premium.

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with
NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

Fill the Feed and Feed the World for
#Harvest2021

Fall on the farm presents us with a symphony of sounds: tractor and combine engines
turning, machines whirring, grain falling into siloes, birdsong in the morning, and insects
chirping in the evening.

As America’s farmers harvest the crops that feed, clothe, and fuel our world, let’s fill the
@FarmersGov social media feed with their stories about this year’s harvest season. We'd
also like to see how it's going for farmers that participated in our #Plant2021 campaign in
the spring.

To share your experience on @FarmersGov social media and our national storymap,
follow these steps:

e Collect photos or a video depicting what’'s happening on your operation as you
harvest. Show us those crops!

¢ If you're comfortable, we'd love to see the people that make it happen, like friends
and family.

e Write an email to FP.Social@usda.gov, attach your photos/video, and tell us:

e Your name, the location of your operation, and the name of your operation

e Your operation’s Facebook, Instagram, and/or Twitter pages, if you have them
e What are you harvesting this year?

e Where does your harvest go? How is it used?

e What are your personal thoughts on this year’s harvest season?

Please note that by submitting your photo/video, you are granting USDA permission to
use these materials for outreach and education purposes.
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FSA Offers Safety Net Programs for Honeybee
Producers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers two programs
that have specific safety net benefits for producers of
honeybees and honey. The Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and the Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program
(ELAP) assist producers when disasters impact honey
production or damage or destroy colonies, hives or
honeybee feed.

NAP is designed to reduce financial losses when natural disasters result in lower yields or
crop losses, including honey. NAP coverage is equivalent to catastrophic insurance,
meaning it covers up to 50 percent of a producer’s normal yield (must have at least a 50
percent loss) at 55 percent of the average market price. The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates
higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops
marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP
coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50
and 65 percent of expected production.

The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per
administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests
in multiple counties.

You must apply for NAP coverage by [Dec. 1] prior to the year for which you're seeking
coverage.

ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and honeybee
feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural
disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony
losses must be in excess of normal mortality.

Both the NAP and ELAP programs require you to report the number of colonies you have
in production to FSA by Jan. 2, 2022. You must notify FSA within 30 calendar days of
changes in the total number of colonies or when honeybees are moved to another county.

For both programs, you must notify FSA within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or
from when the loss is apparent.

To learn more about programs for honey and honeybee producers, contact your local
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is
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crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is
the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

e Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
¢ Any significant changes to family income or expenses

e The development of problem situations

e Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time,
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local USDA service center
or visit fsa.usda.gov.

October 2021 Selected Interest Rates

Farm Loan Programs

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Fr_a\rm Operating Loans - 1.750%
Direct
Fr_a\rm Ownership Loans - > 875%
Direct

Limited Resource Loans [5.000%

Farm Ownership Loans - o
Direct FO Down Payment 1.500%

Emergency Loans 2.750%

Farm Programs
Farm Storage Facility Loans

3 Year 0.375%
5 Year 0.750%
7 Year 1.125%
10 Year 1.375%
12 Year 1.500%
15 Year 1.625%
Commodity Loans 1.125%
CCC Borrowing Rate 0.125%
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Kentucky State FSA Office

771 Corporate Dr., Ste 205
Lexington, KY 40503
Phone: 859-224-7601

Visit State Webpage

Acting State Committee:
Debbie Wakefield
859-785-7701

debbie.wakefield@usda.gov

Acting State Executive Director
Debbie Wakefield
859-785-7701

debbie.wakefield@usda.gov

Executive Officer Administrative Officer
Robert W. Finch 859-224-7696 Clark Sturgeon 859-224-7622

bob.finch@usda.gov clark.sturgeon@usda.gov

Farm Loan Chief Farm Program Chief
Mike Hoyt 859-224-7440 Jennifer Farmer 859-224-7614

mike.hoyt@usda.gov jennifer.farmer@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

USDA Farm Service Agency
www.fsa.usda.gov | contact us
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