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FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service
Portal
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) has launched a new tool to provide farmers and ranchers
with remote access to their personal farm information using their
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or
export their personal farm data all without visiting an FSA county
office.
The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure
access to view your personal FSA data, such as base and yields,
Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland
Conservation status information, field boundaries, farm imagery,
name and address details, contact information and membership
interest and shares in the operation. This data will be available in
real time, at no cost to the producer and allow operators and
owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers
also can electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent
from their own personal computer.

Phone: 859-224-7622
Farm Loan Chief: Mike Hoyt
Phone: 859-224-7440
To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/ky

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication”
to access the webportal. This level of security ensures that
personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can
be obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the
required information and then visiting your local FSA office to
finalize access.
For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service
portal, contact your local FSA office. To find your local FSA county
office, click http://offices.usda.gov.

Filing a Notice of Loss
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The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and
prevented planting and may be completed by any producer with an
interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all
crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the NonInsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent
or 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date.
Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or
loss through the administrative County Office within 72 hours of the
date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone.
Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than
by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, within the required 15 calendar days.
If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576
must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date for
the crop.

Foreign Buyers Notification
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The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S.
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency
administers this program for USDA.
All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county
are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the
AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of
the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.

Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy)
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The Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy) is a voluntary risk management program for
dairy producers authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill through Dec. 31, 2018. The MPP-Dairy offers
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed
cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer.

The 2018 annual coverage election period scheduled to start on July 3, 2017, will begin on
September 1, 2017.
For additional information on MPP contact your local FSA office.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines
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The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.
Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher
levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free
catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of protection."
Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
The following NAP application deadlines are applicable for Kentucky:
•
•
•

September 1, 2017: Christmas Trees, Crustaceans, Finfish, Flowers, Ginseng, Grass-Sod
and Mushrooms
September 30, 2017: Barley-GR, Canola-FAL &SPR, Oats SPR &WTR, Rye, Triticale, and
Wheat
Report 2017 crops for 2018 crop year.

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact the local FSA
office or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Firearms and Dangerous Weapons Forbidden In Federal
Facilities
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USDA Service Centers and Farm Service Agency Offices are Off Limits for Firearms
This is an important reminder to all customers and patrons of USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)
offices and USDA Service Centers statewide that firearms are forbidden (even with a
permit/license) in Federal Buildings. A Federal Building by definition is any building owned,
leased or rented by the Federal Government, where Federal employees are regularly present for
the purpose of performing their official duties.
The items that are prohibited in Federal facilities include any item prohibited by any applicable
Federal, State, local, and tribal law and/or ordinance, as well as firearms, dangerous weapons,
explosives, or other destructive devices (including their individual parts or components) designed,
redesigned, used, intended for use, or readily converted to cause injury, death, or property damage.
Possession of firearms and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities as outline above is a crime
punishable by fines and imprisonment.
For a complete list of items prohibited in Federal facilities, please view and/or download the
document titled, Items Prohibited from Federal Facilities: An Interagency Security Committee

Standard: http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-items-prohibited-federal-facilitiesfeb-2013-508.pdf. The lists of prohibited items outlined in this document apply to all facility
occupants, contractors, and the visiting public.
If you have questions or concerns regarding this notification, please contact your local Farm Service
Agency Office–http://offices.usda.gov.

Farm Safety
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Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes
less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.
The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger. Augers, power
take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing.
These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not
to mention children. It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm
equipment. Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged.
FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first.

Farm Loan Graduation Reminder
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FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do
not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.
FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to
graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and
partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.
By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current
balance sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days
to return the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s
potential for refinancing to commercial credit.
If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type,
balance sheet and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when
loan information is sent to local lenders.
If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter
with a list of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the
lenders and complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.
If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies
the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.
If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the
borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers
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Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants
Producers who apply for FSA farm loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss
protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill. The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-insurable
crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop
growers
New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium.
The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed
50 percent of production. Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay,
forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers
to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also
apply for FSA credit.
In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible
for a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65
percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may
work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their
fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.
FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and
microloans that have a streamlined application process.
Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more,
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at
https://offices.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

