March 2015

e Message from FSA State Executive Director, Craig A. McCain

USDA Provides One-Time Extension of Deadline to Update Base Acres or Yield History for
ARC/PLC Programs

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

Dates to Remember

FSA Signature Policy

2015 Acreage Reporting Dates

Microloan Cap Grows to $50,000

Youth Loans

March Louisiana State FSA Newsletter

Louisiana FSA State Message from FSA State Executive

Office Director, Craig A. McCain
3737 Government Street

Alexandria LA 71302 Old Man Winter refuses to loosen his grip, but we all know that

Spring has different plans and will emerge sooner or later. While it's
been cold and wet lately, there certainly has been plenty of
business to consider and conduct with the Farm Service Agency.
This month we are highlighting several program areas for your
review. Stay warm and dry and be sure that you stay informed
about the benefits available to you through your local Farm Service
Agency Office.
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USDA Provides One-Time Extension of Deadline to Update
Base Acres or Yield History for ARC/PLC Programs

Farmers Now Have Until March 31 to Update Yields and Reallocate Base Acres; Deadline for
Choosing Between ARC and PLC also Remains March 31

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that a one-time extension will be provided to
producers for the new safety-net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC). The final day to update yield history or
reallocate base acres has been extended one additional month, from February 27, 2015 until March
31, 2015. The final day for farm owners and producers to choose ARC or PLC coverage also
remains March 31, 2015.

If no changes are made to yield history or base acres by March 31, 2015, the farm's current yield and
base will be used. A program choice of ARC or PLC coverage also must be made by March 31,
2015, or there will be no 2014 payments for the farm and the farm will default to PLC coverage
through the 2018 crop year.

Nationwide, more than 2.9 million educational postcards, in English and Spanish, have been sent to
producers, and over 4,100 training sessions have been conducted on the new safety-net programs.
The online tools, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, allow producers to explore projections on
how ARC or PLC coverage will affect their operation under possible future scenarios.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and
wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commaodity.

To learn more, farmers can contact their local Farm Service Agency county office. To find your local
office visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme
cold.

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after January 1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A
notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is

apparent. Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office
no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested:

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of growers contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation


http://go.usa.gov/3czYC
http://go.usa.gov/3czrP
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock.
These established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under
“normal” conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both of the following:

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January
30, 2016
e An application for payment by January 30, 2016.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office.

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

The FSFL program allows producer for eligible commaodities to obtain low interest financing to build
or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities. The maximum FSFL loan amount is $500,000 per
loan. Participants are required to provide a down payment of 15 percent with Commaodity Credit
Corporation (CCC) providing a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible
storage facility permanent drying and handling equipment. Loan terms of 7, 10, or 12 years are
available depending on the amount of the loan. FSFL security requirements have been eased for
loans in the amount of $100,000 and less. Eligible commodities include gains, oilseeds, peanuts,
pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits and vegetables. Qualified facilities
include grain bins, grain handling and drying equipment, hay storage sheds, cold storage facilities
and handling equipment for fruits and vegetables. Specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers can
also use the FSFL loan program for sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety related
equipment. For more information about the FSFL loan program, please contact your local FSA
office.

Dates to Remember

e March 31, 2015 - Deadline to obtain MAL's and LDP's, if applicable, for Crambe, Honey,
Oats, Wheat and Sesame Seed

e June 1, 2015 - Deadline to obtain MAL's and LDP's, if applicable, for Cotton, Rice, Corn,
Grain, Sorghum, Soybeans and Sunflower Seed

FSA Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in
program benefits. The following are FSA signature guidelines:

e Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which
either has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been
provided to the county office

e Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships,
joint ventures, corporations, or other similar entities

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.



2015 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

July 15 — all crops with the exception of fall-seeded small grains and peaches which had an
earlier reporting deadline

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15.

green manure,

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office.

Microloan Cap Grows to $50,000

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, effective November 7. Microloans offer borrowers
simplified lending with less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA'’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA
policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to
meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or
management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase
real estate.

Since 2010, FSA has made a record amount of farm loans — more than 165,000 loans totaling
nearly $23 billion. More than 50 percent of USDA'’s farm loans now go to beginning farmers. In
addition, FSA has increased its lending to underserved producers by nearly 50 percent since 2010.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information.


http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=small-midsized-farmer-resources.xml

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident
alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined
above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



