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Message from FSA State
Executive Director, Craig A.
McCain

As we move closer to summer, we can certainly
appreciate the unusual weather that we have
experienced during March and April across the
State. Many producers have reported delayed or
prevented planting of corn due to excessive
rainfall and wet field conditions. In addition, some
producers have reported that crops, particularly,
corn were destroyed by high winds and hail which
accompanied a severe thunderstorm, others have
reported flash flooding which caused crop
damages. While still hard to believe, just a few
days ago, much of Southeast and South Central
Louisiana were in the early stages of drought. The
recent rains have eliminated that circumstance.
The more things change, the more they stay the
same. Every year brings its own unique
challenges and risks for the most optimistic of all
people: the Farmer.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/la

USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and
Ranchers

Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to
Support Next Generation of Farmers

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to
improve the financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled
www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where
beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them
succeed.

USDA's www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers,
including: how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in
conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA
education, and technical support programs. These issues have been identified as top priorities by
new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who
have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.

Policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include:

e Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year. NAP provides risk
management tools to farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop insurance product.
Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers
and ranchers already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a
beginning farmer or socially disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund.

e Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new
and beginning farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside
the primary nesting season on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation
plans. Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction
in CRP payments of up to 25 percent. Waiving these reductions for new and beginning
farmers will provide extra financial support during times of emergency like drought and
other natural disasters.

e Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). Under this provision,
beginning farmers can claim up to 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees,
under ELAP. This is a fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to
new and beginning farmers.

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is
available here.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website
and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President
Obama on February 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with
modifications, and authorizes several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency
(FSA). Most of these programs are authorized and funded through 2018.


http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers
http://www.usda.gov/newfarmers
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/nap_162.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/elap_honeybee_fact_sht.pdf
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=usda-results-beginning-farmers.html

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our
recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What's in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service
Agency Customers?

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Microloans

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000. Microloans offer borrowers simplified lending with
less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA'’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA
policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to
meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or
management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase
real estate.

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related
information.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=small-midsized-farmer-resources.xml
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/microloans_facts_2014.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

AsSkFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions? Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA
questions no matter where you are or what device you use. Itis for ALL customers, including
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation
programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

Access our knowledge base 24/7

Receive answers to your questions faster

Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert

Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated
Customize your account settings and view responses at any time

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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