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USDA Packages Disaster
Protection with Loans to
Benefit Specialty Crop and
Diversified Producers

Free basic coverage and discounted premiums
available for new and underserved loan
applicants

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) today announced that
producers who apply for FSA farm loans also will
be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster
loss protections created by the 2014 Farm

Bill. The new coverage, available from the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who
grow non-insurable crops, so this is especially
important to fruit and vegetable producers and
other specialty crop growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty
growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/me

basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage
for a discounted premium.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent
of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50
percent of production. Covered crops include
“specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery,
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup,
hay, forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA
allows beginning, underserved or limited income
producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days
after the normal application closing date when they
also apply for FSA credit.

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning,
underserved or limited income producers are
eligible for a 50 percent discount on premiums for
the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65
percent of expected production at 100 percent of
the average market price. Producers also may
work with FSA to protect value-added production,
such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair
market value in those markets. Targeted
underserved groups eligible for free or discounted
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan
Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans,
Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders,
Hispanics, and women.

Agricultural Producers in State
Still Have Time to Apply for
Direct Farm Ownership Loan
Program

Low-Interest Loans Can Help Producers Start
or Expand Farms

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) State
Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that
farmers and ranchers still have time to apply for
low interest loans available through the FSA direct
farm ownership program. Applications must be
approved by Sept. 30, 2015, to take advantage of
the funding available.

Eligible farmers and ranchers can borrow up to
$300,000 to buy farmland, construct or repair
buildings, pay closing costs, or promote soil and
water conservation. The interest rate can be as



low as 1.5 percent with up to 40 years to repay.

New farmers and ranchers, military veterans, and
underserved farmers and ranchers also are
encouraged to apply. Each year Congress targets
80 percent of available loan funds to beginning
and targeted underserved farmers and

ranchers. Targeted underserved groups include
American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians,
Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians, or
other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics and women.

For more information about farm loan, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local
FSA office. To find your local FSA county office,
visit https://offices.usda.gov.

Producers Must Report Prevented Planting and Failed Acres

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility.

Producers must report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk
Management Agency (RMA).

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days
following the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the
crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged.

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form FSA-576, Notice of Loss, to report
failed acres.

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop
insurance, producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or
when losses become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all
crops including grasses.

Please contact the Maine State FSA Office at 207-990-9140 to schedule an appointment to file a
Notice of Loss. To find your local FSA county office visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Aaricultural Producers in Maine Still Have Time to Aoblv for
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Direct Farm Ownership Loan Program
Low-Interest Loans Can Help Producers Start or Expand Farms

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) State Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced
that farmers and ranchers still have time to apply for low interest loans available through the FSA
direct farm ownership program. Applications must be approved by Sept. 30, 2015, to take
advantage of the funding available.

Eligible farmers and ranchers can borrow up to $300,000 to buy farmland, construct or repair
buildings, pay closing costs, or promote soil and water conservation. The interest rate can be as low
as 1.5 percent with up to 40 years to repay.

New farmers and ranchers, military veterans, and underserved farmers and ranchers also are
encouraged to apply. Each year Congress targets 80 percent of available loan funds to beginning
and targeted underserved farmers and ranchers. Targeted underserved groups include American
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians, or other Pacific
Islanders, Hispanics and women.

For more information about farm loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit https://offices.usda.gov.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar
year 2015 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres
annually.

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must

be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
renav the Inan and nravide the vniith with nractical hiicineces and ediicatinnal exnerience The
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maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be acitizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

e Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The
project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate
supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

AskFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions? Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.
AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA
questions no matter where you are or what device you use. Itis for ALL customers, including
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation
programs.
Through AskFSA you can:

Access our knowledge base 24/7

Receive answers to your questions faster

Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert

Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated

Customize your account settings and view responses at any time

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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