June 2017

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Save Time During Acreage Reporting – Make an Appointment with FSA
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) - Annual Certification
2017 Acreage Reporting Dates
Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting
Reporting Organic Crops
Final Planting Dates
Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and Failed Acres
Beginning Farmer Loans
Youth Loans
Selected Interest Rates and Dates to Remember

Maryland FSA Newsletter
Maryland Farm
Service Agency
339 Busch's Frontage
Road, Suite 104
Annapolis, MD 21409
Phone: 443-482-2760
Fax: 855-401-6639
www.fsa.usda.gov/md
State Executive
Director:
Vicky Coppage, Acting
State Committee:
William Malkus,
Chairperson
Pamela S. Callahan
David Patrick

Save Time During Acreage Reporting – Make
an Appointment with FSA
Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule an
appointment to ensure maximum use of their time and to make sure FSA
staff is available to tend to their important business needs. Please call
your local FSA office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to
discuss any records or documentation that might be needed during your
appointment. To find your local FSA office, visit:
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Annual Certification
Before an annual rental payment can be issued, participants must certify
to contract compliance using either the FSA-578, Report of Acreage, or
CCC-817U, Certification of Compliance for CRP.
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Sarah Rider
William D. Walmsley

Beginning with 2016, once certified, a CRP acreage report is considered
continuous unless there is a CRP revision. Annual reports on FSA-578 or
CCC-817U are not required in this case.

To find contact
information for your local
office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/md

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Maryland:

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:
•
•
•

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.
If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting
for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the
definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”
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Reporting Cover Crops:
FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types can be chosen from the following
four categories:
•

•
•

•

Cereals and other grasses - Any cover crop that is classified as a grass plant or cereal
grain, and would include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops: cereal rye, wheat,
barley, oats, black oats, triticale, annual ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called
German, Italian or Hungarian millet), sorghum sudan grass, sorghum and other millets and
grasses.
Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume, including, but not limited to,
clovers, vetches, peas, sun hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes.
Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is classified as a non-legume
broadleaf, including, but not limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola,
rapeseed, oilseed rape, and mustards, as well as other broadleaf plants such as phacelia,
flax, sunflower, buckwheat, and safflower.
Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species planted at the same time, for example,
oats and radishes.

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the
acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop.
Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:
New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and
the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use. Producer
share interest changes alone will not allow for revisions to intended use after the acreage reporting
date. The revision must be performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30 calendar days
from the date when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or
ownership and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this
policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to
determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change occurred
to permit the revision.
Acreage Reports:
In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must timely file acreage reports.
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for
future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the
acreage reporting deadline.
Reporting Grazing Allotments:
FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. Producers will use form “FSA578” to report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. The
local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land.
Definitions of Terms
FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU)
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of
fallow or skip row. For example, the balance of a field that could not be planted due to moisture or a
turn area that is not planted would be reported as idle.
Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where
cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing
season. Resting the ground in this manner allows it to recover its fertility and conserve moisture for
crop production in the next growing season.
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Reporting Organic Crops
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.
When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.
Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

name of certified individuals
address
telephone number
effective date of certification
certificate number
list of commodities certified
name and address of certifying agent
a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.
For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Final Planting Dates
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so
please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and
Failed Acres
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.
Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk
Management Agency (RMA).
Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.
If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following
the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be accepted if
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FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being
planted. A measurement service fee will be charged.
Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report
failed acres.
Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by
any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.
For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including
grasses.

Beginning Farmer Loans
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:
•
•
•
•

Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm
Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA
Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural incomeproducing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be
planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay
the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum
loan amount is $5000.
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident
alien
Be 10 years to 20 years of age
Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements
Be unable to get a loan from other sources
Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined
above
Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and
assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan
applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.
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Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

Selected Interest Rates and Dates to Remember

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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