January 2020

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Update Your Records
Payments to Deceased Producers
Livestock Inventory Records
FSA Offers Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) for Livestock Losses due to Recent Flooding
Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property
Sign in/Sign up!

Maryland FSA Newsletter
Maryland Farm Service
Agency
339 Busch's Frontage Rd.
Suite 104
Annapolis, MD 21409
Phone: 443-482-2760
Fax: 855-401-6639

www.fsa.usda.gov/xx

State Executive Director:
Jim Eichhorst

Update Your Records
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any
unreported changes of address, zip code, phone number, email
address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the
addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our
office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs
are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to
the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm
Operating Plan.
If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA
office to update your records
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Jenny Rhodes, Chairperson
Steve Ernst
Steve Issacson
Pat Langenfelder
Chris Parker

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/xx

Payments to Deceased Producers
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.
If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of
precedence for the representatives of the producer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

administrator or executor of the estate
the surviving spouse
surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children
surviving father and mother
surviving brothers and sisters
heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.
If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.
Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.

Livestock Inventory Records
Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary
in the event of a natural disaster.
When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.
To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock
is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and
receipts.
Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:
•
•

Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.

FSA Offers Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) for Livestock
Losses due to Recent Flooding
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.
LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of
normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to floods, hurricanes, blizzards,
wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock
deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry
and management.
Eligible livestock owners must file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first
apparent.
Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later
than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition
occurred.

•
•
•

Proof of death documentation
Copy of grower’s contracts
Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock,
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal”
conditions. In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for
payment by March 1, 2020.
Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help
agricultural producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased
the amount that producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and
emergency loans.
Key changes include:
•

•

•

•
•

The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help
producers pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed,
livestock feed, and more.
The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the
Guaranteed Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million.
Farm ownership loans help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as
improve and expand current operations.
Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000
Operating Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000.
Microloans provide flexible access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional
farm operations.
Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA
restructuring plan are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these
producers were ineligible.
Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent
guarantee against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent.

About Farm Loans
Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by
FSA, while guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For
guaranteed loans, FSA provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest.
For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service
center.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to
Land
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.
The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.
Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).
To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

Sign in/Sign up!
Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers doing
business as an individual can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market
Facilitation Program (MFP) on the secure and convenient www.farmers.gov. Producers doing
business as an individual first need to sign up for the Level 2 eAuthentication access. Currently
USDA eAuthentication does not have the mechanism to issue accounts to businesses,
corporations, other entities or for anyone acting on behalf of another individual or entity.
o
o
o
o
o

Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov
Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity
verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA
Service Center.
Step 3: You’re enrolled
Step 4: Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account
linked with your USDA customer record
Step 5: You’re ready to Log In

Or go to your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff will help you sign up for Level 2
Access right in the office! They will get you online so you can create an online account at
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in. You’ll complete identity verification right on the spot. You’re
enrolled! Users with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record can

apply for select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy!
Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more.
To locate a service center near you or use online services not requiring eAuthentication access, visit
www.farmers.gov. For technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642.

Dates to Remember:
January 20th
February 17th
February 28th
March 15th

Offices Closed
Offices Closed
General CRP Sign-Up Offer Deadline
2019 ARC/PLC Enrollment Deadline

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

