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USDA Opens Signup March 23 for Added
Causes of Loss Under WHIP+ and
Announces Disaster Assistance for Sugar
Beet Producers
USDA announced additional disaster assistance available to
agricultural producers, including producers impacted by drought
and excess moisture as well as sugar beet growers. Through
WHIP+, USDA is helping producers recover from losses related to
2018 and 2019 natural disasters.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will open signup on March 23
for producers to apply for eligible losses of drought (D3 or above)
and excess moisture. USDA is also entering into agreements with
six sugar beet processing cooperatives to distribute $285 million to
grower members of those cooperatives who experienced loss.
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In June 2019, more than $3 billion was made available through a
disaster relief package passed by Congress and signed by
President Trump. In December 2019, Congress passed, and
President Trump signed the Further Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2020 that provides an additional $1.5 billion for the
continuation of disaster assistance program delivery.
WHIP+ New Qualifying Disaster Events
The bill added excessive moisture and D3 and D4 drought as
qualifying losses for WHIP+ assistance.
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Beginning March 23, producers who suffered either of these types
of loss in 2018 and/or 2019 can apply for WHIP+ assistance at their
local FSA office. For drought, a producer is eligible if any area of
the county in which the loss occurred was rated D3 (Extreme
Drought) or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar
years 2018 or 2019.
WHIP+ Sugar Beet Loss Assistance
As also directed in the bill, USDA will provide $285 million through
sugar beet processing cooperatives to compensate grower
members for sugar beet crop losses in 2018 and 2019. Details will
be finalized in agreements between USDA and participating sugar
beet processing cooperatives. Sugar beet producers who are
members of these cooperatives and experienced losses may
contact their cooperative for more information about how this sugar
beet crop assistance will be administered.
WHIP+ for Quality Loss
In addition, producers have reported widespread crop quality loss
from eligible disaster events that results in price deductions or
penalties when marketing the damaged crops. The Appropriations
bill expands WHIP+ to include assistance for crop quality loss. FSA
is gathering data and input from producers and stakeholders
regarding the extent and types of quality loss nationwide.
Eligibility
To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of
certain crops, trees, bushes, or vines in counties with a Presidential
Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster
Designation (primary counties only) for the following named natural
disaster events; hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic
activity, snowstorms, wildfires, and now excessive moisture that
occurred in 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not
designated by the Secretary as a primary county may be eligible if
the producer provides documentation showing that the loss was
due to a qualifying natural disaster event.

For drought, counties having a D3 or D4 Drought Monitor
classification in any portion of the county anytime during calendar
year 2018 or 2019 will also be eligible.
A list of counties that received qualifying hurricane declarations and
designations is available at farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. The
U.S. Drought Monitor is available at https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/.
Because livestock losses are covered by other disaster recovery
programs offered through FSA, these losses are not eligible for
WHIP+.

Farm Reconstitutions
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm
reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is the
process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on
the farming operation.
To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations
and farm divisions must be requested by August 1 of the FY for
farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to
be requested when all:
•
•

of the required signatures are on FSA-155
other applicable documentation, such as proof of
ownership, is submitted.

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC
farms may be reconstituted at any time.
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm
recon:
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for
a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part
of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is
sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract
ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use
this method the land sold must have been owned for at least three
years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a
Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same
proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract relates to
the DCP cropland on the parent tract;
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with
each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract level when
the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers
CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the Transition
Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or operator for up
to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family
member.
Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis through 2023 or until the new statutory limit of $50 million
under the 2018 Farm Bill is reached.
CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their
land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long term (at least
five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member.
Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may enroll
in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. For example, if a CRP
contract is scheduled to expire on Sept. 30, 2022, the land may be offered for enrollment in TIP
from October 1, 2020, through September 30, 2022. The TIP application must be submitted prior to
completing the lease or sale of the affected lands.
New landowners or renters that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or
farming methods.
For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
that Fit Their Operation
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for
farmers.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits
for several loan products.
USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan
staff to better understand their needs and challenges.
How the Tool Works
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow.
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.
Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.
Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not
work in Internet Explorer.
About Farmers.gov
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and
manage accounts.
The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and
alerts by logging into the website.
USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can
help their operation recover from natural disasters.
With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and
feed everyone.
For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators
Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit
Producers can apply for a streamlined version of USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for
smaller scale farms and urban producers. The program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a
simplified application process to help beginning, small, underserved and family farmers and
ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farmland or
finance agricultural operations.
A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help
with agricultural operation costs.
EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.
More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.

Queen Anne's and Dorchester County FSA Office Is Hiring
The Queen Anne's and Dorchester County Farm Service Agency (FSA) office in Centreville and
Cambridge are hiring a full time Program Technician (PT). The deadline to apply is March, 26
2020.
Duties include general office activities supporting FSA programs administered at the field
level. Successful applicants must be reliable, have a professional attitude and enjoy working with
the public.
If you are interested or know of someone who might be interested, please share this information
with them. Here is the direct link to the position with information on how to apply:
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/562881700
Applications must be completed through USAJOBs no later than close of business March
26, 2020.
Contact Terri Phillips at 443-482-2763 if you have specific questions regarding the position.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400

Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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