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Storm Damage?

Any time you incur damage to your farm because of a weather event,
it's a good idea to contact you local FSA office to document your
losses, which may aid in requesting disaster declarations and
assistance. Visit Protection and Recovery | Farmers.gov to learn more
about current disaster programs, including the Livestock Indemnity
Program for any livestock injuries or death. You can also use

the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool to see what disaster programs
might be right for you.

Financial Assistance Application Process Opens for
USDA Farm Loan Borrowers Who Have Faced
Discrimination

USDA announced the opening of the financial assistance application process for eligible farmers,
ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs
prior to January 2021. Section 22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) directs USDA to provide this
assistance. Since the law’s passage, USDA has worked diligently to design the program in
accordance with significant stakeholder input.

The program website, 22007apply.gov, is now open. The website includes an English- and Spanish-
language application that applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, information on how
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to obtain technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources and details about the
program.

Farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination by USDA in its farm loan
programs prior to January 1, 2021 and/or are currently debtors with assigned or assumed USDA farm
loan debt that was the subject of USDA discrimination that occurred prior to January 1, 2021, are
eligible for this program.

To apply, borrowers have the option to apply via the e-filing portal at 22007apply.gov or submit paper-
based forms via mail or in-person delivery to the program’s local offices. The application process will
be open from July 7 to October 31, 2023. Under the planned timeline, applications will be reviewed in
November and December, with payments reaching recipients soon thereafter. Importantly, applicants
should know that the application process is not on a first come, first served, basis. All applications
received or postmarked before the October 31 deadline will be considered.

To support producers throughout the application process, USDA is ensuring that organizations with
extensive experience conducting outreach to farm organizations are able to support individuals who
may be eligible for the program. These groups include AgrAbility, Farmer Veteran Coalition, Farmers’
Legal Action Group, Federation of Southern Cooperatives, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Land Loss
Prevention Program, National Young Farmers Coalition, and Rural Coalition.

Vendors operating four regional hubs are also providing technical assistance and working closely with
these and other community-based organizations to conduct outreach using digital and grassroots
strategies, to ensure potential applicants are informed about the program and have the opportunity to
apply. These hubs are operating a network of brick-and-mortar program offices and will conduct
extensive outreach about the program. Windsor Group serves farmers in the eastern regions of the
U.S. and Analytic Acquisitions serves the western regions. A national administrator, Midtown Group,
is responsible for program oversight and integrity, and will lead a national call-center, operate the
application website - 22007apply.gov, which is nhow open — and review and process applications and
payments. All vendors have experience in professional services, supporting government contracts,
and complex program operations.

In standing up this program, USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading
misleading information about the discrimination assistance process, pressuring people to sign retainer
agreements, and asking people to fill out forms with private and sensitive information. As of today, the
official application process has begun and filling out an application is free.

No attorneys’ fees will be paid to applicants or their counsel by USDA or by any other agency or
department of the United States. The amount of financial assistance will not be increased for those
claimants who are represented by an attorney. Applicants are not required to retain an attorney.
USDA, the national administrator, and the regional hub vendors will neither recommend that any
applicant retain counsel or retain a specific attorney or law firm, nor discourage an applicant from
obtaining counsel or using a specific attorney or law firm. For more information, read our fact sheet
about the program timeline and ways to protect against possible scams.
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Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest
financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used)
structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses,
new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and
underserved producers.

For more information, contact your county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

August Interest Rates

Click here for August 2023 Lending Rates for Agricultural Producers
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Dates to Remember

e September 1, 2023 - NAP coverage application closing date — value-loss crops or
controlled environment crops, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, Christmas trees,
ginseng, floriculture, mushrooms, and turf grass sod

o September 1, 2023 - 2023 DMC premium balance payment deadline
e September 30, 2023 - Deadline to sign 2023 ARCPLC contracts

e September 30, 2023 - NAP coverage application closing date — biennial and perennial
forage crops, alfalfa, grass forages, mixed forages and other forages

e September 30, 2023 - Acreage reporting deadline - value-loss (ie -oysters) and
controlled environment crops (except nursery)

e October 31, 2023 - Application deadline for Organic Certification Cost-Share Program
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