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A Message to Our Producers... 
What a whirlwind season we've had so far and it sure has gone by 
fast! And with summer just about here (officially that is), who knows 
what the next couple months have in store for us?  As a farmer I 
only pray for some well-timed rain showers and some comfortably 
warm growing temps to get us through to a nice crop next fall.  

Speaking of the weather, with the recent storms that have blown 
through the state- and consequently wet fields, perhaps it's a good 
time to visit your local FSA office.  If you haven't been in to report 
your acreage, I urge you to set up an appointment to do so as soon 
as possible. The deadline to report your spring planting is July 15, 
2016 and your time is valuable- don't get caught waiting in line. 

On a final note, I want to mention our county committee nomination 
period is now open and runs until August 1.  County committee 
members are vital to the administration of FSA farm programs.  If 
you or someone you know may be interested in being a part of your 
local county committee, please visit our website to learn more: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/county-committee-elections.  
  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/14f0846
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mn
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/county-committee-elections


To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mn  

As always, I wish you a pleasant and productive month.  Be safe 
out there! 
  
Grant Herfindahl 
State Executive Director 

 

 

USDA Unveils New Improvement to Streamline Crop 
Reporting 
Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once 

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.   

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs. 

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time. 

Since 2009, USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural 
producers, who have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for 
multiple locations.  In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these 
reports, down from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives 
believe farmers and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they 
approach the peak season for crop reporting later this summer.  

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to 
validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The 
common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate 
completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the 
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.   

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.  

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online 
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data.  To enroll in the online service, 
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mn
http://offices.usda.gov/


 

USDA Extends Deadline for Recording Farm Structure 
Gives Non-Family Farming Operations More Time to Restructure in Response to 
‘Actively Engaged’ Farm Management Rule  

USDA announced a one-time, 30-day extension to the June 1 deadline for recording farm 
organization structures related to Actively Engaged in Farming determinations. This date is used to 
determine the level of interest an individual holds in a legal entity for the applicable program year. 
Farming operations will now have until July 1 to complete their restructuring or finalize any 
operational change. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) issued the extension in response 
to farmers and ranchers who requested more time to comply, and to assure that everyone has 
enough time to provide their information under the new rules.  

The 2014 Farm Bill provided the Secretary with the direction and authority to amend the Actively 
Engaged in Farming rules related to management. The final rule established limits on the number of 
individuals who can qualify as actively engaged using only management. Only one payment limit for 
management is allowed under the rule, with the ability to request up to two additional qualifying 
managers operations for large and complex operations. 

The rule does not apply to farming operations comprised entirely of family members.  The rule also 
does not change the existing regulations related to contributions of land, capital, equipment or labor, 
or the existing regulations related to landowners with a risk in the crop or to spouses. Producers that 
planted fall crops have until the 2017 crop year to comply with the new rules. The payment limit 
associated with Farm Service Agency farm payments is generally limited annually to $125,000 per 
individual or entity. 

 

USDA’s Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture & 
Forestry 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a comprehensive and detailed approach to support 
farmers, ranchers, and forest land owners in their response to address the causes of climate 
change in April 2015. The framework consists of 10 building blocks that span a range of 
technologies and practices to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase carbon storage, and 
generate clean renewable energy through mitigation.  

USDA’s strategy focuses on climate-smart practices designed for working production systems that 
provide multiple economic and environmental benefits in addition to supporting resilience to extreme 
weather, reduced emissions and increased carbon storage.  

Through this comprehensive set of voluntary programs and initiatives spanning its programs, USDA 
expects to reduce net emissions and enhance carbon sequestration by over 120 million metric 
tons of CO2 equivalent (MMTCO2e) per year – about 2% of economy-wide net greenhouse 
emissions – by 2025. That’s the equivalent of taking 25 million cars off the road, or offsetting the 
emissions produced by powering nearly 11 million homes last year.   

For more information on the Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry click the 
following link:   http://www.usda.gov/documents/climate-smart-fact-sheet.pdf . For additional 
information on ways to consider greenhouse gases when managing land, refer to the USDA Climate 
Hub webpage: http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/. 

http://www.usda.gov/documents/climate-smart-fact-sheet.pdf
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/


 

Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends 
Aug. 1 
Producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
visit FSA county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016.  

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, 
producers must still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage. 

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a 
farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall below 
the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain 
rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed 
and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2016 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually.  

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/


 

Guaranteed Conservation Loans  
Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice. 
These funds may be used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or Forest 
Stewardship Management plan. A copy of the conservation plan is required to complete the 
application. These loans are not limited to just family farmers. In some cases, applicants can 
operate non-eligible enterprises. Loan funds are issued by a participating commercial lender and 
guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 percent for beginning and historically underserved 
producers.  

 

USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option 
to Gain Access to Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely 
successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers 
across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as 
feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans 
have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to 
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to 
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or 
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and 
Handling Equipment 
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local 
Farmers, Get Products to Market Quickly 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase 
portable storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option 
with lower down payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized 
producers, grow their businesses and markets. 

http://www.usda.gov/newfarmers
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
http://offices.usda.gov/


The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than 
$50,000 to qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three 
years of production history. Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is 
expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and ranches, and specialty crop producers who 
may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can 
invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store 
commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of 
commercial credit availability to apply. 

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loan. Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and 
vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, 
chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat 
and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also 
be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in 
cold storage. 

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a 
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Resumes Incentives to Grow and Harvest Biomass for 
Energy and Biobased Products 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that incentives resume this month for farmers and foresters 
who grow and harvest biomass for renewable energy and biobased products. The funds come 
through the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP), which was reauthorized by the 2014 Farm 
Bill.  
  
Facilities seeking to be qualified by USDA to accept biomass can begin enrollment between May 
23, and June 6, 2016. BCAP provides financial assistance to farmers and ranchers who establish 
and maintain new crops of energy biomass, or who harvest and deliver forest or agricultural 
residues to a USDA-approved facility that creates energy or biobased products. 
  
In fiscal year 2016, there is $3 million available for BCAP. A portion of the funds will be provided to 
two existing BCAP projects in New York and Ohio/Pennsylvania to expand acres planted to shrub 
willow and giant miscanthus. Farmers and forest landowners may enroll for biomass establishment 
and maintenance payments for these two projects between June 15 and Sept. 13, 2016. 

Also, between June 15 to Aug. 4, 2016, USDA will accept applications from foresters and farmers 
seeking incentives to remove biomass residues from fields or national forests for delivery to energy 
generation facilities. The retrieval payments are provided at match of $1 for $1, up to $20 per dry 
ton. Eligible crops include corn residue, diseased or insect-infested wood materials, or orchard 
waste.  

To learn more about BCAP or to enroll in updates, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap or contact your local 
FSA county office. To find your local county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap
http://offices.usda.gov/

	June 2016
	Minnesota FSA Newsletter: June 2016
	Minnesota Farm Service Agency

	A Message to Our Producers...
	USDA Unveils New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting
	USDA Extends Deadline for Recording Farm Structure
	USDA’s Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture & Forestry
	Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends Aug. 1
	Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up 
	Guaranteed Conservation Loans 
	USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property
	USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and Handling Equipment
	USDA Resumes Incentives to Grow and Harvest Biomass for Energy and Biobased Products

