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Minnesota Farm Service A Message to Our Producers...

Agency Harvest time is drawing near, and for some it may have already

375 Jackson Street begun. | love this time of the year as fields and farm sites seem to
Suite 400 come alive with activity. As many of you gear up for the fall harvest
St. Paul, MN 55101 | ask you to consider checking in with your local County Office
before getting caught up in the hectic hustle and bustle of your pre-
Phone: 651-602-7700 winter activities. Across the state our offices are preparing for the
Fax: 855-719-9917 October program payment run. If you've changed banks, or if your
bank has gone through any institutional changes that affect routing
www.fsa.usda.gov/mn information, please let us know immediately as there's still some
time to get these updates made to our system. Payments sent with
State Executive Director: incorrect banking information can get tied up for days and even
Grant Herfindahl weeks. Timely reporting these changes will help prevent delays in

the payments heading your way.

Executive Director:

Michelle Page While on the topic of harvest season, | implore you all to be safe
out there. This season is often wrought with reports of farming
related accidents. Be cautious around running machinery, and as
always- be patient and courteous on the roadways as we navigate
from farm to field and back. We want to see every one of you back
in the office next year safe and sound.


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/162a530
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mn

State Committee:

David Haugo, Chair Here's wishing all of Minnesota's farmers and ranchers a bountiful
Deb Crusoe, Member fall and harvest season.

Scott Winslow, Member

Roger Vogt, Member Grant Herfindahl

Richard Peterson, Member State Executive Director

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/mn

Women in Ag Network- Quarterly Seminar Next Week!

Join us on September 13 for a day of learning at Morris' West Central Research and Outreach Center.
University of Minnesota Extension staff and other representatives will come together to discuss important safety
issues and concerns in many different aspects of the farming industry. Attendees will also have an opportunity
to tour the West Central Research and Outreach Center's ag innovations. Staff from FSA will be present to
answer any questions you may have on FSA programs currently available.

Date & Time: September 13, 2016 8:30 am - 3:30 pm, lunch is included
Location: West Central Research and Outreach Center 46352 MN 329 Morris, MN 56267
Cost: $20- payment can be made day of event via cash, check, or credit card

Register by September 9! Online registration can be completed at:_z.umn.edu/SafetyReq, or contact Mary Jo
Fox at #320-235-0726, ext 2001 or foxxx055@umn.edu.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this event should contact
Lindsay Mutegi at 651-602-7705 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339 by no later than Sept. 9, 2016.

USDA Climate Hub Building Block: Conservation of Sensitive Lands

USDA Climate Hubs are working with producers, ranchers, pasture and forest landowners to effectively partner
in ways to help reduce climate change. To aid in this partnership, USDA established the 10 Building Blocks for
Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry.

One such Building Block is the “Conservation of Sensitive Lands”. The term “sensitive lands” denotes soils and
landscapes that are valuable due to properties (e.g., high organic matter, wet hydrology) and/or function (e.g.,
wildlife habitat, filtration, and hydrologic storage). Typical examples of these soils are organic rich histosols,
floodplains, or wetlands along riparian areas. Properties and functions of these soils are easily disrupted from
agricultural or urban land use.

Sensitive lands that are used for agricultural production can be protected by changes in land use (long-term
cover). This reduction in land use intensity can provide multiple environmental benefits, including substantial
GHG mitigation that occurs as carbon is sequestered or preserved in soils and vegetation. When land is
removed from crop production, several activities—including tillage, nitrogen fertilization, and energy use—are


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mn
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substantially reduced or eliminated, generating additional GHG mitigation.

FSA and NRCS are committed to identifying these sensitive lands and encouraging landowners, farmers, and
ranchers to voluntarily adopt conservation systems--using financial and technical assistance--to generate GHG
benefits. To read more about Conservation of Sensitive Lands, click the following link:
http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate change/building_blocks/4 SensitiveLands.pdf

For more information about the USDA Climate Hubs click here: http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/

Update Your Records Including Direct Deposit Information

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or zip code or
an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. In October FSA is issuing the
majority of program benefits such as annual Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC), and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) payments. If your banking information has changed since last year at
this time, please stop in soon to ensure timely receipt of these benefits.

Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our
office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their
farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications

Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing Assistance
Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income Certification. LDPs will not be
paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross income
provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not
filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county
FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form.
FSA has been issuing 2015 LDPs and Market Gains and will be issuing potential 2015 ARC/PLC payments in
October.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015 and 2016. Unlike the past, producers must have the CCC-941 certifying
their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and Handling
Equipment

Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get
Products to Market Quickly

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase portable
storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option with lower down
payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized producers, grow their businesses
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and markets.

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than $50,000 to qualify
for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three years of production history.
Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is expected to be of particular benefit to
smaller farms and ranches, and specialty crop producers who may not have access to commercial storage or
on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration
units and trucks that can store commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to
demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply.

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commaodities eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loan.
Eligible commaodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and vegetables; corn, grain
sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts,
barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and
renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest,
before a commodity is placed in cold storage.

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a local FSA
county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Extends Margin Protection Program for Dairy Enroliment
Deadline

USDA announced that it will extend the deadline for dairy producers to enroll in the Margin Protection Program
(MPP) for Dairy to Dec. 16, 2016, from the previous deadline of Sept. 30. This voluntary dairy safety net
program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance to participating dairy producers when
the margin — the difference between the price of milk and feed costs — falls below the coverage level selected by
the producer. A USDA web tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy producers to calculate
levels of coverage available from MPP based on price projections.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by
any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including
grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must
file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or
when losses become apparent or 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County Office
within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing

a CCC-576, emaill, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the

CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final
planting date for the crop.
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Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-producing projects
in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical
business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:.

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above
Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with
providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

Loan Servicing

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a borrower who is
unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to learn about the options
available to you.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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