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Harvest Greetings 

Greetings!  

It has certainly been a challenging harvest year out there across 
the State, which is testing our wills and attitudes. While FSA cannot 
do anything to control the weather or markets, here are a few 
important reminders. 

Market Facilitation Program 

Be sure to visit your local FSA office by January 15 to report 
soybean, corn, and wheat yields to receive your Market Facilitation 
Program (MFP) payment. Payments are also authorized for dairy 
and hogs, so if you own hogs or are currently operating a dairy, 
also stop in. If you don’t want to come into the office, you can 
complete an application online at www.farmers.gov/MFP. 

Marketing Assistance Loans 
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Considering the current market prices, you may want to consider 
taking out a 9-month Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) this year. 
Current interest rate is 3.5 percent. MAL’s are a great tool for 
interim financing after harvest to help meet cash flow needs without 
having to sell commodities. 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 

If you are struggling with adequate on-farm storage or drying 
capacity, or transportation, be sure to look into the Farm Storage 
Facility Loan Program. This program offers loans up to $500,000 
with low interest rates and 3-12 year repayment.  

Emergency Disaster Loans 

We have had several severe weather events throughout the State 
this Summer, ranging from tornados, high winds and flooding. 
These events have led to producers in numerous counties in 
Minnesota being eligible for emergency disaster loans. If you 
experienced weather-related losses, you may be eligible for 
emergency loans. Please contact your local FSA office to learn 
more.  

- Joe Martin, SED 

 

 

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is 
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral 
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term 
of the loan. 

 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal 
without prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized 
disposition. The financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a 
producer’s name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call 
before you haul any grain under loan. 

 

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program  
FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who 
are unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-
Aside (DSA) program.  
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DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is 
intended to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to 
consider setting aside the portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a 
viable scale.  

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.  

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a 
complete application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all 
parties liable for the debt along with production records and financial history for the 
operating year in which the disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information 
from the borrower in order to determine eligibility.  

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA 
application is complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each 
loan.  

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, 
is due on or before the final due date of the loan.  

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office.  

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain 
Access to Land 

  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, 
creating a new financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These 
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans 
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming 
operations. 
  
The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-
interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have 
helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, 
equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new 
farmers. 
  
Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and 
soil and water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to 
simplify the application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real 
estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 
to qualified producers, and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). 
  



To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or 
contact your local FSA office.  

 

USDA Market Facilitation Program 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from 
damage due to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain 
commodities can now sign up for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide payments to corn, 
cotton, dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, wheat, shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry 
producers. An announcement about further payments will be made in the coming months, 
if warranted.   

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and instructions 
provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of eligible 
commodities who have been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments 
resulting in the loss of traditional exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is 
complete, as payments will only be issued once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the 
MFP rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be 
determined by the USDA.  

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet.  

MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, 
wheat, shelled almonds, and fresh sweet cherries capped per person or legal entity. MFP 
payments are also limited to a combined $125,000 for dairy and hog producers. Applicants 
must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of 
less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible 
Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

Expanded Hog Timeline 

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug. 1, 2018, date does not 
accurately represent the number of head of live hogs they own. Producers may now 
choose any date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018 that correctly reflects their actual 
operation. 

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be 
completed at a local FSA office or submitted electronically either by scanning, emailing, or 
faxing. To locate or contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
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The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised 
fish producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such 
as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.  
  
Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due 
to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an 
eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle 
tick fever.  
                
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse 
weather event, cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an 
eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an 
eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible 
adverse weather. 
  
Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or 
loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 
  
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 
2017 to Sept. 30, 2018 must file: 
  

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by 
Nov. 1, 2018 

• An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018 

  
The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 
  

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

  
To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged 
to visit their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable 
deadline. 
  
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Minnesota: 
  
November 15, 2018    grass certification and fall seeded small grains 

  
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting date: 
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• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is 
completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, 
then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase 
or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county 
office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green 
manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th, 
2019. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the date listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 
  
For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your 
local FSA office. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


