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Minnesota FSA Update  -  May 18, 2023 

ERP Phase Two and PARP Upcoming Deadline 

 

In January, we announced two new programs designed to assist producers who 
experienced revenue losses from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 
pandemic. These programs are revenue-based and feel a little different from our regular 
programs, but the goal is to better support farmers. 

Both the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and the Pandemic Assistance 
Revenue Program (PARP) offer a holistic approach to disaster assistance and provide 
economic support for producers who bear the financial brunt of circumstances beyond 
their control.  

To Learn More 

The Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two applies to producers who experienced 
revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and 2021. An ERP application 
presentation webinar was previously held and the recording has been posted 
to farmers.gov/taxes under the heading: Crop Disaster Payments. 
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The recording and resources from the recent webinar hosted by USDA and members of 
the National Farm Income Tax Extension Committee can also be accessed below: 

• Video: Emergency Relief Program Phase Two Application  

• Presentation: Emergency Relief Program Phase Two Application  

The Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) applies to producers who 
experienced revenue losses in calendar year 2020 due to price loss or lack of market 
access, rather than overall revenue losses. Additional resources can be found here: 

• Fact sheet: Myth-Busting ERP Phase Two and PARP  

• FSA Administrator blog: Myth-Busting FSA’s New Revenue-Based Disaster and 
Pandemic Assistance Programs  

Additional Information 

With the rollout of any new program, there is a learning curve for producers and 
employees alike. ERP Phase Two and PARP are no exception. With a June 2, 2023, 
deadline to apply for both programs, it is important that we clear up confusion about how 
to apply, what documents are required for participation, insurance requirements and 
related misinformation making its way across the countryside. 

There is one more opportunity to attend an informational webinar on ERP Phase Two on 
Wednesday, May 24 hosted by cooperative agreement recipient, Renewing the 
Countryside. Additional details and the link to RSVP can be found here. Cooperative 
agreements have been put in place with nine organizations to help producers navigate the 
ERP Phase Two application process. A list of organizations and their contact information 
can be found at USDA Cooperative Agreements. 

Producers interested in ERP Phase Two and PARP should reach out to their local USDA 
Service Center to inquire and request assistance. 

 

USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program Assists Organic Producers Recover 
Costs Associated with Organic Certification 

OCCSP signup is open now until October 31, 2023 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will cover up to 75% of the costs associated 
with organic certification, up to $750 per category, through the Organic Certification Cost 
Share Program (OCCSP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural 
producers and handlers to apply for OCCSP by Oct. 31, 2023, for expenses incurred from 
Oct. 1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 2023.   
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As part of USDA’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to 
stakeholder feedback, this year FSA increased the cost share to the maximum amount 
allowed by statute.   

Cost Share for 2023   

The cost share provides financial assistance for organic certification, and producers and 
handlers are eligible to receive 75% of the costs, up to $750, for crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling and state organic program fees (California only).   

Producers have until Oct. 31, 2023, to file applications, and FSA will make payments as 
applications are received.    

How to Apply   

To apply, organic producers and handlers should contact their local USDA Service Center. 
As part of completing the OCCSP application, producers and handlers will need to provide 
documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses.    

Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through their state 
department of agriculture. Additional details can be found on the OCCSP webpage.      

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture    

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer 
OCCSP. FSA will post a synopsis of the funding opportunity on grants.gov and will 
electronically mail the notice of funding opportunity to all eligible state departments of 
agriculture.      

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state 
department of agriculture and FSA County Offices in that state will accept OCCSP 
applications and make payments to eligible certified operations. However, the producer or 
handler may only receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state 
department of agriculture.    

 

USDA Offers Livestock Disaster Program 
Flexibilities; Responds to Needs Expressed by 
Producers Hard-Hit by Natural Disasters 

Program Application Deadlines Extended to June 2  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has provided additional 
flexibilities and further enhanced disaster recovery 
assistance provided by the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program 
(ELAP), Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) in response to needs 

expressed by livestock producers across the U.S. who have experienced significant feed, 
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forage and animal losses from natural disasters. These livestock disaster program policy 
enhancements include an extended June 2, 2023, deadline to submit notices of loss and 
applications for payment for 2022 losses. The deadline extension and program flexibilities 
are available to eligible producers nationwide who incurred losses from a qualifying 
natural disaster event.   

LIP and ELAP reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and 
other animals that died because of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing 
acres, feed, and forage. LFP provides benefits for grazing losses due to a qualifying 
drought or wildfire. For fire, losses must occur on federally managed lands. ELAP provides 
benefits for grazing losses not covered under LFP.      

New Program Applications for 2022   

FSA is accepting 2022 LIP notices of loss and applications for payment through June 2, 
2023, for all covered livestock that may have been eligible in 2022.    

Producers who did not sign up for ELAP assistance for hauling livestock, forage and 
feedstuff hauling or other losses covered under ELAP in 2022 can also apply through 
June 2, 2023.    

FSA will accept LFP applications for only newly eligible covered livestock through June 2, 
2023.   

All required supporting documentation must be received and on file in the county office by 
the established deadline.    

Revising 2022 Applications    

Producers who have a 2022 ELAP, LIP or LFP application on file with FSA as of the 
program deadline or were placed on an approved register, may revise their application 
with the newly updated eligible livestock no later than June 2, 2023.   

Filing a Notice of Loss for ELAP due to 2022 and 2023 Drought   

To support program access for counties that do not currently have a 365-day grazing 
season, FSA is waiving the 30-day timeframe for producers to submit a notice of loss for 
the 2023 ELAP program year due to qualifying drought in calendar years 2022 or 2023. 
Producers can now submit a notice of loss from the date the loss is apparent, as far back 
as Jan. 1, 2023, for 2022 eligible losses and 2023 eligible losses that occur before June 2, 
2023.    

For counties that have a 365-day grazing season, producers must have a qualifying 
drought in the 2023 calendar year to be eligible for 2023 livestock, water and feed hauling 
in 2023.   

More Information   

Livestock producers must provide evidence that livestock death was due to an eligible 
adverse weather event or loss condition. In addition, livestock producers should bring 
supporting evidence, including documentation of the number and kind of livestock that 
died, photographs or video records to document the loss, purchase records, veterinarian 
records, production records and other similar documents. Owners who sold injured 



livestock for a reduced price because the livestock were injured due to an adverse 
weather event, must provide verifiable evidence of the reduced sale of the livestock.   

Producers can apply for ELAP, LFP and LIP benefits at their local FSA county office. For 
more information or to submit a notice of loss or an application for payment, please 
contact your local FSA office or visit farmers.gov/recover. 
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