
 

 

Mississippi State News - November, 2023  

In This Issue: 

• Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation  
• Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
• USDA Supports Urban and Innovative Producers 
• USDA Reminds Producers of Continuous Certification Option for 

Perennial Forage   
• Tax Resources for USDA Program Participants  
• Applying for Youth Loans 

  

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires 
Federal agencies to consider all potential environmental 
impacts for federally funded projects before the project is 
approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an 
environmental review must be completed before actions are 
approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. 
These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project 
implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request 
will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, 
it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before 
starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact 
your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed 
timely 

 

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility 
Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to help 
you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase 
portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage 
and handling trucks. 



Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, 
barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry 
peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage 
facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry 
(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals 
through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns 
and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans 
between $50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding 
$100,000 require additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The 
loans are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and 
mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, 
non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 

 

USDA Supports Urban and Innovative Producers 
Are you gardening or farming in an urban environment or 
involved in controlled environment agriculture, rooftop 
farms, hydroponic aeroponic, aquaponic facilities or other 
types of innovative production? Agencies across USDA 
including the Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative 

Production (OUAIP) have programs and resources available for you, and many are listed 
in this Urban Agriculture Programs at a Glance brochure. 

USDA offers resources to help you: 

• Starting, Financing, and Protecting Your Farm or Garden: Our resources can 
help you access land and capital for equipment and operating costs and start a 
business plan. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of funding 
opportunities and Rural Development (RD) can help urban and innovative 
producers locate guaranteed financing through the Business and Industry 
Guaranteed Loan Program. Our Risk Management Agency (RMA) can help you 
insure your crops against losses, including the micro farm policy. Learn more 
about USDA programs that support risk management. 

• On-Farm Guidance and Innovation: Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) offers technical and financial assistance with conservation planning based 
on your goals, including high tunnels, soil health management systems, 
composting facilities and irrigation. Local organizations like Cooperative 
Extension also offer free training and expertise. OUAIP offers competitive 
grants for NRCS Conservation Innovation Grants fund innovative on-farm projects, 
some of which are targeted towards urban and innovative producers. 

• Marketing and Selling:  FSA, Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), and Food 
and Nutrition Service (FNS) can help you reach customers in new ways and open 
additional revenue streams when selling products. The Women, Infants, Children 
(WIC) Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program and Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program issues coupons for eligible foods from state-approved farmers, farmers' 
markets, or roadside stands. Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSA) provide low-
interest loans to build, upgrade, or purchase permanent or portable facilities to 
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store commodities, including fruit and vegetable cold storage, washing, packing, 
and handling buildings and equipment. 

Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) funds projects that develop, coordinate and 
expand direct producer-to-consumer markets like farmers markets. Agricultural 
businesses and cooperative are among the eligible entities. 

A first step is to contact your local USDA Service Center, including our new Urban Service 
Centers, to meet face to face with our staff from FSA and NRCS. If you’re a new farmer, 
you can also reach out to your state Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator. 

We also invite you to get involved with your FSA Urban County Committee, which 
provides local input on USDA urban agriculture policy, and the Advisory Committee for 
Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production, which advises the Secretary of Agriculture 
and holds public meetings. 

Sign up for e-mail updates on Urban Agriculture and learn more at farmers.gov/urban or 
usda.gov/urban. 

 

USDA Reminds Producers of Continuous 
Certification Option for Perennial Forage   
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds agricultural producers with perennial 
forage crops of an option to report their acreage once, without having to report that 
acreage in subsequent years, as long as there are no applicable changes on the farm. 
Interested producers can select the continuous certification option after USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) certifies their acreage report.       

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses, 
including perennial crops like mixed forage, birdsfoot trefoil, chicory/radicchio, kochia 
(prostrata), lespedeza, perennial peanuts and perennial grass varieties. To access many 
USDA programs, producers must file an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage.     

The perennial crop continuous certification process requires a producer to initially 
complete an acreage report certifying the perennial crop acreage. The producer may 
select the continuous certification option any time after the crop is certified.  Once the 
continuous certification option is selected, the certified acreage will roll forward annually 
and does not require additional action on the producer’s part in subsequent years unless 
the acreage report changes.     

Once a producer selects continuous certification, then continuous certification is appliable 
to all fields on the farm for the specific crop, crop type and intended use. If continuous 
certification is selected by any producers sharing in the crop, then the continuous 
certification is appliable to fields in which the producer has a share for the specific crop, 
crop type and intended use.      

Producers can opt out of continuous certification at any time. The continuous certification 
will terminate automatically if a change in the farming operation occurs.     

How to File a Report      

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:      

• Crop and crop type or variety.    
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• Intended use of the crop.    
• Number of acres of the crop.    
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.    
• Planting date(s).    
• Planting pattern, when applicable.    
• Producer shares.    
• Irrigation practice(s).    
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.     
• Other information as required.    

   More Information   

  Producers can contact their local FSA office to see if their crops are eligible for 
continuous certification or to make an appointment. Producers can make an appointment 
to report acres by contacting their local USDA Service Center.     

 

Tax Resources for USDA Program Participants  
Navigating filing taxes can be challenging, especially if you are new to running a farm 
business, participating in disaster programs for first time, or trying to forecast the farm’s 
tax bill. Receiving funds from USDA through activities such as a conservation program 
payment or a disaster program is considered farm income that includes a tax liability for 
farm businesses. USDA technical assistance is free and creates no tax implications.  

At the end of the tax year, USDA issues tax forms 1098 and 1099 forms for farm loans, 
conservation programs administered by the Farm Service Agency and Natural Resource 
Conservation Service including the Conservation Reserve Program and Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, crop disaster payments, and the Market Facilitation Program. 
USDA also issues tax forms for recipients of assistance for distressed borrowers, 
including through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act.  

If you have received tax forms related to your operation, USDA cannot and does not 
provide tax advice but wants you to be aware of options that may help manage your tax 
liability. USDA has partnered with experts to provide resources to help you make the right 
tax decisions for your operation. Monthly webinars are available for registration and to 
view on demand at  https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/taxes.   

The Tax Estimator Tool is an interactive spreadsheet that producers can download to 
estimate tax liability. It is for informational and educational purposes and should not 
considered tax or legal advice. Producers may need to work with a tax professional to 
determine the correct information to be entered in the Tax Estimator Tool.  

We encourage you to visit https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/taxes for more 
information on how to find and work with a tax preparer as well as instructions on how to 
request copies of USDA documents and links to other helpful tax resources.   

 

Applying for Youth Loans 
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The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to 
establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated 
with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient 
income to repay the loan and provide the youth with 
practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a 
legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as 

outlined above 
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under 

guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
 

 

  
                             Mississippi FSA State Office 

6311 Ridgewood Road 
Suite W100 

Jackson, MS 39211 

Phone: 601-965-4300 

State Executive Director 

Thaddeus Fairley, Sr 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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