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USDA Offers Drought Impacted Mississippi 
Farmers and Ranchers Immediate Disaster 
Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance 
and low-interest loan programs to assist you in your recovery 
efforts following drought. Available programs and loans include: 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) - provides financial assistance to producers of 
non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, 
or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters 
including qualifying drought (includes native grass for 
grazing). 

• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) – provides 
compensation to eligible livestock producers who 
suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to 
drought on privately owned or cash leased land 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for 
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Drought 
is not an eligible adverse weather event, except when associated with anthrax, a 
condition that occurs because of drought and directly results in the death of eligible 
livestock. 
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• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and 
nursery tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters 
including excessive wind and qualifying drought. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water 
shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately 
addressed by other disaster programs. 

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations 
located in a county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. 
These low interest loans help producers recover from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers 
and ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters and to 
implement emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, you must report prevented planting and failed 
acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, 
Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by 
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA) 

For more information on these programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented 
Planted Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planting and failed acres 
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, 
Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by 
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

If you’re unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following 
the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be 
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented 
the crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged. 

Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to 
report failed acres. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss 
through the administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first 
becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. 
If you notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still 
required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
you must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent. You must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including 
grasses. 
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For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov 

 

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to 
keep them updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered 
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must 
submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of 
livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local 
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain 
documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Foreign Buyers Notification 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of 
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons 
who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result 
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are 
reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from 
these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress 
concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for 
more information on AFIDA. 

 

Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on 
behalf of a deceased producer, all program conditions for the 
payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s 
date of death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, 
the following is the order of precedence for the representatives 
of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 
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• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State 

law. 
• For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer 

must file a form FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The 
county office will verify that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar 
form requesting payment issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline by the 
deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their behalf at that time of 
application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
deceased participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal 
authority to submit the form. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain 
program benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been 
declared incompetent. 

 

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new 
or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks. 

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, 
barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), 
hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, 
floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry 
(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through 
uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold 
storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional 
farm products, and underserved producers. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 
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Communication Is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm 
loan borrowers the tools necessary to be successful. FSA staff 
will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application 
process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. 
While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they 
identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers 
to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. 

It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Beginning Farmer Loan Opportunity 
Accessing capital to begin, extend or support an agriculture operation can be especially 
challenging to new producers.  Farm Service Agency’s “Beginning Farmer” direct and 
guaranteed loan programs provide an opportunity for qualified applicants to secure loans from 
funding set aside for producers who meet the following conditions: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial 

management program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

For more information contact, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Welcomes Community Gardens to its 
People’s Garden Initiative 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) welcomes school 
gardens, community gardens, urban farms, and small-scale 
agriculture projects in rural, suburban and urban areas to be 
recognized as a “People’s Garden.” People’s Gardens grow 
fresh, healthy food and support resilient, local food systems; 
teach people how to garden using conservation practices; 
nurture habitat for pollinators and wildlife and create 
greenspace for neighbors.    
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To be part of the initiatives, gardens should be registered on the USDA website and meet 
criteria including benefitting the community, working collaboratively, incorporating 
conservation practices and educating the public. Affiliate People’s Garden locations will be 
indicated on a map on the USDA website, featured in USDA communications, and provided 
with a People’s Garden sign. New gardens will join the People’s Garden at USDA 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. and 17 other flagship gardens established in 2022.  

USDA originally launched the People’s Garden Initiative in 2009. It’s named for the “People’s 
Department,” former President Abraham Lincoln’s nickname for USDA, which was established 
during his presidency in 1862.    

To learn more about People’s Garden or to register one, visit the People’s Garden webpage at 
usda.gov/Peoples-Garden. 

The People’s Garden Initiative is part of USDA’s broader efforts to advance equity, support 
local and regional food systems and access to food, and encourage use of conservation and 
climate-smart practices.  
 

 

Mississippi FSA State Office 
 

6311 Ridgewood Road Suite W100 
Jackson, MS 39211 

 
Phone: 601-965-4300 

  

State Executive Director 
Thaddeus Fairley, Sr 

  

  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 
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