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Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. 
Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:   

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 

• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation 
of the farm 

• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 
training and financial management program sponsored by 
FSA 

• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size farm.   

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1f3fe85
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms


State Committee meeting: 
TBA 

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ms 

  

Additional program information, loan applications, and other 
materials are available at your local USDA Service Center.  You 
may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov 

 
Commodity and Price Support Programs 
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, Loan Deficiency Payments 
(LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.  

 

 
Disaster Assistance Programs – 2017 & Subsequent  
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) have a $125,000 per person and legal entity single 
payment limitation that applies to the total amount of program year payments received.   

Program payments under the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Tree Assistance Program 
(TAP) no longer have payment limits. 

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. 
Contact your local NRCS office for more information.  

 
Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes.   

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.  

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.  

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

 
USDA Creates More Bird Habitat Opportunities on Irrigated 
Farmland 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announces more bird habitats to be established in irrigated 
farmland regions through the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 

Declines in upland bird populations, such as the northern bobwhite, pheasant, and prairie chicken, 
led to the creation of new Conservation Reserve Program features to help restore habitats for these 
species in these agricultural areas. Since the program’s creation in 2004, more than 240,000 acres 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


of marginal cropland has been converted to native grasslands, spurring an increase in upland bird 
populations.  

In recent years, however, applications for this type of habitat creation have slowed. To encourage 
more participation, USDA’s new policy focuses on farmland with center-pivot irrigation systems 
where there are circular areas of cropland with patches of land beyond the reach of irrigation. Until 
now, these patches – known as pivot corners – were only eligible for habitat creation when 
connected by a linear strip of grassland also enrolled in the program. The new policy allows 
producers interested in habitat creation to use disconnected pivot corners to help increase the 
population of upland birds. 

Other species that can benefit from today’s change include the mourning dove, wild turkey, several 
sparrows, meadowlark and bobolinks. 

The Conservation Reserve Program is a voluntary program. FSA contracts with agricultural 
landowners so that environmentally sensitive land is not farmed but instead used for conservation. 
Participants establish long-term plant species that control soil erosion, sequester carbon, improve 
water quality, and strengthen declining wildlife populations. In return, participants receive annual 
rental payments between 10 and 15 years.  

Interested landowners can enroll pivot corners in the Conservation Reserve Program at any time. 
Participants and land must meet certain eligibility requirements. Other restrictions may apply. For 
additional details, contact your local Farm Service Agency office at offices.usda.gov or visit the 
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation 

 
Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary 

 
2018 Acreage Reporting Dates  
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines.  

http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation


The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

 • If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must  
   be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the 
   acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. 
   Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
   “left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office 

 
Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without 
prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on 
a loan violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan 

 
Livestock Inventory Records 
Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary 
in the event of a natural disaster.  

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered 
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.  

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide 
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must 
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock 
is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and 
receipts. 

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

 • Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
 • Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;  

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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