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Don't Forget to Report Your Acreage and
Sign ARC/PLC Contracts for 2018
If you're done planting, now's the time to stop by your local FSA
office to report your crops. The deadline to report CRP, burley
tobacco, corn, cotton, grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, popcorn,
rice, soybeans and all other crops is July 15.
Please note: Since July 15 falls on a weekend, reports will be
accepted through Monday, July 16. November 15, 2017 was the
final reporting date for 2018 pasture, rangeland, forage and
apiculture.
Producers are reminded if the crop hasn't been planted by the
reporting date listed above, it must be reported no later than 15
calendar days after planting is completed.
The deadline to sign 2018 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) contracts is August 1. If a farm is not
enrolled during the 2018 signup period, producers on that farm will
not be eligible for financial assistance should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks
established by these programs.
Some FSA offices may request that producers schedule an
appointment for acreage reporting. Please check with your local
county office to see if an appointment is necessary, or for any
questions regarding acreage reporting and ARC/PLC enrollment.

USDA Extends Application Deadline for Dairy Margin
Protection Program to June 22
The re-enrollment deadline for the Margin Protection Program (MPP) for Dairy has been extended
until June 22, 2018.
The new and improved program protects participating dairy producers when the margin – the
difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below levels of protection selected by the
applicant.
The re-enrollment deadline was previously extended through June 8, 2018. The deadline is being
extended a second time to ensure that dairy producers are given every opportunity to make a
calculated decision and enroll in the program if they choose.
This will be the last opportunity for producers to take advantage of key adjustments Congress made
to provisions of the MPP program under the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 to strengthen its support
of dairy producers. USDA encourages producers contemplating enrollment to use the online web
resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy
operation.
The next margin under MPP, for May 2018, will be published on June 28, 2018. Therefore, all
coverage elections on form CCC-782 and the $100 administrative fee, unless exempt, must be
submitted to the County FSA Office no later than June 22, 2018. No registers will be utilized, so
producers are encouraged to have their enrollment for 2018 completed by COB June 22, 2018.
All dairy operations must make new coverage elections for 2018 during the re-enrollment period,
even if the operation was enrolled during the previous 2018 signup. Coverage elections made for
2018 will be retroactive to January 1, 2018. MPP payments will be sequestered at a rate of 6.6
percent.
To learn more about the Margin Protection Program for dairy, contact your local USDA Farm
Service Agency county office at offices.usda.gov or visit us on the Web at www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Resumes Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
Enrollment
One-Year Extension Available to Holders of Many Expiring Contracts through Continuous Signup
As part of a 33-year effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water quality and wildlife habitat on
private lands, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will resume accepting applications for the
voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Eligible farmers, ranchers, and private landowners
can sign up at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office between June 4 and Aug. 17, 2018.
FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous signup except CRP grasslands.
This pause allowed USDA to review available acres and avoid exceeding the 24 million-acre CRP
cap set by the 2014 Farm Bill. New limited practice availability and short sign up period helps
ensure that landowners with the most sensitive acreage will enroll in the program and avoid
unintended competition with new and beginning farmers seeking leases. CRP enrollment currently
is about 22.7 million acres.

For this year’s signup, limited priority practices are available for continuous enrollment. They include
grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland restoration and others. View a full list of
practices.
FSA will use updated soil rental rates to make annual rental payments, reflecting current values. It
will not offer incentive payments as part of the new signup.
USDA will not open a general signup this year, however, a one-year extension will be offered to
existing CRP participants with expiring CRP contracts of 14 years or less. Producers eligible for an
extension will receive a letter with more information.
Additionally, FSA established new ranking criteria for CRP Grasslands. To guarantee all CRP
grasslands offers are treated equally, applicants who previously applied will be asked to reapply
using the new ranking criteria. Producers with pending applications will receive a letter providing the
options.
In return for enrolling land in CRP, USDA, through FSA on behalf of the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC), provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance.
Landowners enter into contracts that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP pays producers who
remove sensitive lands from production and plant certain grasses, shrubs and trees that improve
water quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat.
Producers wanting to apply for the CRP continuous signup or CRP grasslands should contact their
USDA service center. To locate your local FSA office, visit https://www.farmers.gov. More
information on CRP can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

USDA Reopens Application Period for Producers Recovering
from Cattle Loss, Other Disasters
Signup Begins June 4 for Livestock Indemnity Program and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honey Bees, and Farm-raised Fish
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting disaster assistance program
applications on June 4 from agricultural producers who suffered livestock, honeybees, farm-raised
fish and other losses due to natural disasters.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reopening the application period for two disaster assistance
programs in response to statutory changes made by Congress earlier this year.
Beginning June 4, FSA will accept new applications for losses for calendar year 2017 or 2018 filed
under the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees,
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). Producers who already submitted applications and received
decisions on their applications for these years do not need to file again, but they can reapply if they
have additional losses or their application was disapproved because it was filed late.
In February, Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, which made several changes to
these two disaster programs, including:
•

Removing ELAP’s $20 million fiscal year funding cap, enabling FSA to pay producers’ 2017
applications in full and their 2018 applications as soon as they are approved.

•
•

Removing the per-person and legal entity annual program payment limitation of $125,000
for LIP for 2017 and future years. (The income limitation applies as it did before, meaning
producers with an adjusted gross income of more than $900,000 are not eligible.)
Changing LIP to allow producers to receive a payment for injured livestock that are sold for
a reduced price due to an eligible event. Previously, the program only covered financial loss
for livestock death above normal mortality.

Producers interested in LIP or ELAP should contact their local USDA service center. To apply,
producers will need to provide verifiable and reliable production records and other information about
their operation.
Drought, wildfires and other disasters continue to impact farmers and ranchers, and LIP and ELAP
are two of many programs available through USDA to help producers recover. Learn more at
https://www.usda.gov/disaster.

USDA Partners with Texas A&M to Help Veterans Seeking
Agriculture Loans and Careers
USDA announced a partnership between the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Texas
A&M’s AgriLife Extension Service to help military veterans obtain loans and pursue careers as
farmers and ranchers. Secretary Perdue joined local dignitaries, members of the Armed Forces,
veterans, and community leaders at the Dallas Farmers Market to unveil the new pilot program.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is collaborating with AgriLife Extension Service on the pilot,
which is part of the Texas A&M Battleground to Breaking Ground project. The program makes it
easier for veterans to meet federal requirements to get FSA direct farm ownership loans, which can
help provide access to land and capital.
The pilot program, which will include 15 to 18 veterans, will roll out in three phases: an introductory
workshop, a business planning curriculum, and a production curriculum over a period of 12 to 18
months.
Typically, loan applicants must participate in the business operations of a farm for at least three
years during a 10-year period. However, as part of this pilot program, participants can combine the
certificate they receive with their military leadership or management experience to satisfy this
requirement. According to the U.S. Department of Labor, approximately 45 percent of armed service
members are from rural America.
Pilot program applications will be accepted from interested veterans between June 15 and July 20,
2018, until 11 p.m. central standard time, apply here. For more information about USDA programs,
visit newfarmers.usda.gov/veterans or https://www.farmers.gov.
To learn about other ways USDA is supporting veterans, visit https://www.usda.gov/ouragency/initiatives/veterans, and watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAeLqXHUU3w.

FSA County Committee Nominations Launch June 15
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages America’s farmers and ranchers to
nominate candidates to lead, serve and represent their community on their local county committee.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept nominations for county committee members
beginning Friday, June 15, 2018.

Producers across the country are already serving on committees where they play a critical role in
the day-to-day operations of FSA, making important decisions on programs dealing with disaster
and conservation, emergencies, commodity price loan support, county office employment and other
agricultural issues.
“Our county committees make decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally
to best serve the needs of agriculture in their community,” said Acting FSA Administrator Steve
Peterson. “We strongly encourage all eligible producers to visit their local FSA office today to find
out how to get involved in their county’s election. There’s an increasing need for representation from
underserved producers, which includes beginning, women and other minority farmers and
ranchers.”
Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated farmers and ranchers serve on FSA county committees,
which consist of three to 11 members and meet once a month, or as needed. Members serve threeyear terms.
Producers can nominate themselves or others. Check your local USDA service center to see if your
local administrative area is up for election this year. Organizations, including those representing
beginning, women and minority producers, may also nominate candidates to better serve their
communities. To be eligible to serve on an FSA county committee, producers must participate or
cooperate in an FSA program and reside in the area where the election is being held.
To be considered, a producer must sign an FSA-669A nomination form. The form and other
information about FSA county committee elections are available at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. All
nomination forms for the 2018 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by
Aug. 1, 2018. Visit farmers.gov for more information.
Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 5, 2018. Read more to learn about
important election dates.

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without
prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on
a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan.

Interest Rates and Dates to Remember

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

