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Secretary Perdue Names FSA
Administrator
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced today the
appointment of Richard Fordyce to serve as Administrator of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA). In his role, Fordyce will provide leadership for FSA and its
mission to support agricultural production across America through a
network of over 2,100 county and 50 state offices.

www.fsa.usda.gov/mo
State Executive Director:
Richard Fordyce
State Committee:
Julie Hurst - Chair
Marc Allison
Cindy Schroeder
Will Spargo
Barbara Wilson
To find contact information
for your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/mo.

Click here for the Missouri
Department of
Conservation Covey
Headquarters newsletter.

Richard Fordyce, a fourth-generation farmer, most recently served
as State Executive Director for FSA in Missouri. Prior to his
appointment by the Trump Administration, Fordyce served as the
director of the Missouri Department of Agriculture from 2013 to
2017. In 2015, Fordyce was awarded the Missouri Farm Bureau
Distinguished Service Award and the Agricultural Leaders of
Tomorrow Alumnus of the Year. He and his wife, Renee, have two
children and grow soybeans, corn and beef cattle on the family
farm.
For more information about the Farm Service Agency, please visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

2018 MPP Enrollment and Upcoming
Deadlines for Acreage Reporting
Dairy producers are reminded that they must make a new coverage
election for 2018 under the improved Margin Protection Program for
Dairy (MPP-Dairy). Producers who previously enrolled during the
2018 signup period must still submit an appropriate form (CCC-

782) or "opt out" by not submitting a form prior to June 1,
2018. Coverage will be retroactive to January 1, 2018. All
outstanding balances for 2017 and prior years must be paid in full
before 2018 coverage is approved. Producers who do not act by
the June 1 deadline will not be eligible for coverage this year.
Producers are also reminded to stop by the local FSA office to report crops upon completion of
planting. The following crop certification deadlines are quickly approaching:
•

May 15, 2018: Spring oats and potatoes;

•

July 15, 2018: CRP, burley tobacco, corn, cotton, cover crops, grain sorghum, hybrid corn
seed, popcorn, rice, soybeans and all other crops.

If a crop hasn't been planted by the final reporting date, it must be reported no later than 15
calendar days after planting is complete. If a producer acquires additional acreage after the final
reporting date, the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after the purchase or
new lease acquisition.
Please contact your local county office for more information or to schedule an appointment to file an
acreage report or enroll in MPP-Dairy.

FSA Reminds Producers of May 31 Deadline for Cotton
Ginning Cost Share Program
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reminding producers of the May 31 deadline for the Cotton
Ginning Cost Share (CGCS) program. Through the program, cotton producers may receive a cost
share payment, which is based on a producer’s 2016 cotton acres reported to FSA multiplied by 20
percent of the average ginning cost for each production region.
FSA is mailing a postcard to remind eligible cotton producers of the May 31 deadline. FSA mailed
pre-filled applications with this deadline information to eligible cotton producers in March when the
original signup was announced.
For more information on CGCS, producers should contact their local USDA service center.

Farm Service Agency Makes Administrative Change to the
Livestock Indemnity Program
Starting today, agricultural producers who have lost livestock to disease, resulting from a weather
disaster, have an additional way to become eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program.
In the event of disease, this change by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) authorizes local FSA
county committees to accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related to
adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. The
committees may then use this certification to allow eligibility for producers on a case-by-case basis
for LIP.

LIP provides benefits to agricultural producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality
caused by adverse weather, disease or by attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the
federal government. Eligible weather events include earthquakes, hail, tornadoes, hurricanes,
storms, blizzard and flooding.
Producers interested in LIP or other USDA disaster assistance programs should contact their local
USDA service center.

FSA Releases Signup Information for Tree Assistance
Program
USDA’s Farm Service Agency recently released signup information for the Tree Assistance
Program, a nationwide program that provides orchardists and nursery tree growers with cost share
assistance to replant eligible trees, bushes, and vines following a natural disaster.
The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 prescribed several changes to the program, including the
removal of the $125,000 per person and legal entity payment limitation. The notice outlined when
producers should file applications for any recent losses, given the changes to the program.
Eligible producers should file for TAP assistance by the later of these two dates:
•
•

90 days of the disaster or when damages from the disaster are noticed; or
60 days after the regulation is published on the Federal Register later this summer.

The following producers can file applications:
•
•

Producers who did not previously apply for TAP for 2017 or 2018 losses; and
Producers who had applied and received an adverse determination that their 2017 or 2018
TAP application was filed late.

Additionally, producers with 2017 losses can also file an application or revise an original application
because of the changes made through the Act.
For more information on TAP, producers should contact their local USDA service center.

Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland
Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base
acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels might
impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments.

Payment Limitations by Program
The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received
annually, directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program
for 2014 through 2018.
Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.
Commodity and Price Support Programs
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.
Conservation Programs
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is limited
to $50,000. CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to
payment limitation rules in effect on the date of contract approval.
The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event.
The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster
event.
Disaster Assistance Programs – 2017 & Subsequent Years
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) have a $125,000 per person and legal entity single
payment limitation that applies to the total amount of program year payments received.
Program payments under the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Tree Assistance Program
(TAP) no longer have payment limits.
Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs.
Contact your local NRCS office more information.

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and
Failed Acres
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.
Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk
Management Agency (RMA).
If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days
following the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the
crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged.
Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report
failed acres.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.
For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including
grasses.
Please contact your local FSA for more information.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating purposes and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches. While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has
provided priority funding for underserved applicants. An underserved applicant is one of a group
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her
identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities. For purposes of
this program, underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders. If producers or their spouses believe
they would qualify as underserved, they should contact their local FSA office for details. FSA loans
are only available to applicants who meet all eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.

Interest Rates and Dates to Remember

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

