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Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or
business name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation,



like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to
your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their
farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating
Plan on form CCC-902.

To update your records, contact your County USDA Service Center.

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option
for Farm Storage Facility Loan Borrowers

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship

from the pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) is offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees
or prepayment penalties apply for borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option.

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for
loans having terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not
available for 12-year term loans.

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year. The
original loan interest rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However,
because the installment payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final
payment will be higher due to additional accrued interest.

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should
contact FSA to make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms.

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible
commodities.

More Information

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help
producers impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm
operating and ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that
enables an upcoming installment on a direct loan to be set aside for the year. More
information on these flexibilities can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. For more
information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office,

visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance Loans

Typically, Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) mature on demand, but no later than the
last day of the 9th calendar month after the month the MAL is disbursed. However, with
the passage of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021, agricultural producers now
have additional time to repay MALs.



The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 provides an extension of the MAL maturity to
12 months. This extension is applicable to nonrecourse loans for all commodities except
seed cotton and sugar. Eligible open loans must be in good standing with a maturity date
on or after July 31, 2021. New crop year loans (2021) requested by September 30, 2021,
will also be eligible for the twelve-month maturity.

All current, active loans will automatically be extended the additional three months.
Producers who prefer a nine-month loan maturity will need to notify their local FSA county
office. Loans that are requested after September 30, 2021, will have a nine-month
maturity.

MALs have a maximum loan maturity term of 12 months, therefore loans that had the
maturity extended through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Stability Act of 2020
(CARES Act) are not eligible for an additional extension.

Eligible commodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn, cotton (upland), dry
peas, grain sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and medium grain),
soybeans, unshorn pelts, wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and other oilseeds,
including canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed,
and sesame seed. Seed cotton and sugar are not eligible.

For more information on MALs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Conservation Efforts Continue on America’s
Farms, Ranches Amid Challenging Year

The USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service continued its conservation work
across the country despite a tough 2020 marked with a pandemic and several natural
disasters. The agency helped farmers, ranchers and forest landowners implement
conservation practices on their working lands, which help conserve natural resource such
as soil, water and wildlife as well as boost producers’ bottom lines. Additionally, NRCS
launched new online tools that increased the efficiency, effectiveness and delivery of
crucial programs.

This year, NRCS worked with producers and communities to:

+ Develop more than 100,000 conservation plans.

e Co-invest $1.32 billion through the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program(EQIP) to put conservation practices on 10 million acres, as well as $507
million through the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) to put conservation
enhancements on 9.3 million acres.

« Enroll more than 430 new easements, totaling 230,000 acres, into the Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP).

« Enterinto over 420 agreements with local sponsors to cooperatively implement
emergency recovery measures through the Emergency Watershed Protection
Program (EWP) and obligated more than $251 million in EWP funds in FY 2020.



Manage Your USDA Business Online,
Conservation Client Gateway Retiring

You can now manage your conservation activities and request assistance from USDA’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) by logging into your farmers.gov
account. These conservation features join several others already available through

the farmers.gov portal, including the ability to view farm loan information. As more content
and capabilities are added, farmers.gov is quickly becoming the online hub for producers
to find resources, submit applications, and request assistance.

Previously, self-service conservation activities were available through Conservation Client
Gateway, but that portal was retired on Oct. 15.

But those functionalities are now available through farmers.gov. It was designed and built
with the valuable input of USDA customers like you and ready to use for your conservation
needs.

Through farmers.gov, you can:

« View, upload, download and e-sign documents;

+ Request conservation assistance;

« Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application;
« View and request application details;

« Reference technical terms and submit questions;

« Access information on current and past conservation practices;

« Report practice completion and request practice certification;

* View detailed information on all previous and ongoing contracts, including the
amount of cost share assistance received and anticipated; and

« Have authority for FSA and NRCS customers to work in the portal and act on behalf
of their active power-of-attorney entitlements and their current authorities for
business entities.

Current Conservation Client Gateway Users

If you are a current Conservation Client Gateway user, your information and data will
continue to be available through farmers.gov. To access your information,

visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the_“Sign In / Sign Up”
link at the top right of the website. You'll sign in using your existing CCG account login
information.

New Farmers.gov Users
If you do not have login information for farmers.gov, you can create your login profile, or
eAuthentication by following the instructions at farmers.gov/sign-in

Help and Support

The Conservation Features User Guide gives you step-by-step instructions on how to
navigate farmers.gov and the how-to video instructions explain some of the popular
features. If you need additional help, personal assistance is available at the farmers.gov
Service Desk by selecting the “Help” link located at the top of the all authenticated portal




pages and submitting a “Contact Us” request. NRCS field office staff are always available
to assist you with your conservation questions and other needs.

USDA Announces Updated Conservation
Practice Standards

USDA has completed and published updates to its set of National Conservation Practice
Standards, which include 58 standards that have been updated or revised since August.
The 2018 Farm Bill required USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to
review all 169 of its national conservation practices to seek opportunities to increase
flexibility and incorporate new technologies.

NRCS’s National Conservation Practice Standards provides guidelines for planning,
designing, installing, operating and maintaining conservation practices. The 58 revised
standards cover a wide range of practices, including irrigation water management, heavy
use area protection, and composting facilities.

During the review process, NRCS is adding two new conservation practices dealing with
wastewater treatment and wildlife habitat planning, along with maintaining an additional 18
interim conservation practice standards that are being tested to establish and document
natural resource benefits.

These updated practices include changes in technology and add criteria to address
emerging concerns such as soil health, water conservation, drought tolerance, and
resiliency. They contribute to the USDA Agriculture Innovation Agenda’s goal of reducing
the environmental footprint of U.S. agriculture in half by 2050.

For more information on the National Conservation Practice Standards,

visit nrcs.usda.gov or contact your local NRCS field office. To learn about the benefits of
conservation practices directly from the farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners applying
them, check out the Conservation at Work video series.

USDA Expands and Renews Conservation
Reserve Program in Effort to Boost Enroliment
and Address Climate Change

USDA will open enroliment in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) with higher
payment rates, new incentives, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate
change mitigation. Additionally, USDA is announcing investments in partnerships to
increase climate-smart agriculture, including $330 million in 85 Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP) projects and $25 million for On-Farm Conservation
Innovation Trials.

Conservation Reserve Program

USDA'’s goal is to enroll up to 4 million new acres in CRP by raising rental payment rates
and expanding the number of incentivized environmental practices allowed under the
program. CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs with a long



track record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, and reducing nitrogen runoff, as
well providing healthy habitat for wildlife.

CRP is a powerful tool when it comes to climate mitigation, and acres currently enrolled in
the program mitigate more than 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent
(CO2e). If USDA reaches its goal of enrolling an additional 4 million acres into the
program, it will mitigate an additional 3 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent and prevent
90 million pounds of nitrogen and 33 million tons of sediment from running into our
waterways each year.

New Climate-Smart Practice Incentive

To target the program on climate change mitigation, FSA is introducing a new Climate-
Smart Practice Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to increase
carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP
practices include establishment of trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife
habitat, and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is annual, and the
amount is based on the benefits of each practice type.

Higher Rental Rates and New Incentives

In 2021, CRP is capped at 25 million acres, and currently 20.8 million acres are enrolled.
Furthermore, the cap will gradually increase to 27 million acres by 2023. To help increase
producer interest and enrollment, FSA is:

« Adjusting soil rental rates.This enables additional flexibility for rate adjustments,
including a possible increase in rates where appropriate.

* Increasing payments for Practice Incentives from 20% to 50%.This incentive for
continuous CRP practices is based on the cost of establishment and is in addition to
cost share payments.

* Increasing payments for water quality practices.Rates are increasing from 10%
to 20% for certain water quality benefiting practices available through the CRP
continuous signup, such as grassed waterways, riparian buffers, and filter strips.

« Establishing a CRP Grassland minimum rental rate.This benefits more than
1,300 counties with rates currently below the minimum.

To learn more about updates to CRP, download our “What's New with CRP” fact sheet.

USDA Encourages Completion of Cash Rents
and Leases Survey

You may have received a Cash Rents and Leases survey from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). This survey provides the
basis for estimates of the current year’s cash rents paid for irrigated cropland, non-
irrigated cropland, and permanent pasture. Please complete your Cash Rents and Leases
survey by June 21. This survey can be completed and returned by mail, over the phone,
or at agcounts.usda.gov.



Information from this survey is used in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) as an alternative soil rental rate prior to finalizing new rates each
year. Survey responses from as many localities as possible help calculate more accurate
rental rates. Completion of the survey ensures cash rental rates accurately represent your
locality. Survey results will also give you a useful tool in negotiating your rental
agreements, and financial planning for your agricultural operation.

In accordance with federal law, survey responses are kept confidential. Survey results will
be available in aggregate form only to ensure that no individual producer or operation can
be identified. NASS will publish the survey results on August 27

at quickstats.nass.usda.gov/.

If you have any questions about this survey, please call 888-424-7828, or
visit: nass.usda.gov/Surveys/

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed
Borrowers with Real Estate Security

Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service
Agency (FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral.
Borrowers must obtain prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for
any transaction that affects real estate security. These transactions include, but are not
limited to:

Leases of any kind
« Easements of any kind

Subordinations

Partial releases

e Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and
other security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your
current and future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on
borrower responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers
finance their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA
loans can help.



USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be
provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center
visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched
the My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information,
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can
visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance
programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center at or visit farmers.gov.

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage
reporting for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as
well as updated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”

Reporting Cover Crops:
Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories:



« Cereals and other grasses
+ Legumes

Brassicas and other broadleaves

Mixtures

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not
terminated according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a
cover crop and the acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop.

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has
passed and the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from
the date when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or
ownership and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage.
Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s
satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share
interest change occurred to permit the revision.

Acreage Reports:

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports.
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in
ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more
than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.

Reporting Grazing Allotments:

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form
“FSA-578” to report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting
Unit” field. Your local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the
percent of public land.

Definitions of Terms

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU)
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the
definition of fallow or skip row.

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation
where cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a
regular growing season.

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Double-Cropping

Each year, state committees review and approve or disapprove county committee
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.



Double-cropping is approved when two specific crops have the capability to be planted
and carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same
acreage within a crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of
crops recommended by the county committee must be approved by the state committee.

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved
double cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state
committee.

USDA Expands Aquaculture Disaster Assistance
in State to Include Fish Raised for Food

Request ELAP assistance for 2021 losses beginning June 1.

In response to catastrophic aquaculture losses due to major winter storms that hit states
along the U.S. Gulf Coast including State in February, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced a policy change that makes food
fish and other aquatic species eligible for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey
Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). Previously, only farm-raised game and bait
fish were eligible for death loss ELAP benefits. Beginning June 1, eligible aquaculture
producers can request ELAP assistance for 2021 losses. This policy change is for the
2021 and subsequent program years.

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and
farm-raised fish for losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss
conditions, including blizzards and wildfires, as determined by the Secretary.

To be eligible, losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2021. For farm-raised fish
and other aquatic species death losses only that occurred prior to June 1, 2021, FSA is
waiving the requirement to file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is
apparent. An aquaculture producer will still need to be able to provide contemporaneous
records upon request to document the eligible loss event and demonstrate the beginning
and ending inventory. The deadline to file an application for payment for the 2021
program year is Jan. 31, 2022.

Producers must provide acreage reports for the surface acres of water where their aquatic
species are raised. Acreage reports for 2021 must be filed by Sept. 30, 2022.

More Information

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs. On farmers.gov,
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan
Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options
available for disaster recovery assistance. For assistance with a crop insurance claim,
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS
programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center.
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