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A Note From Your State Executive
Director
I hope this month’s newsletter finds everyone in good spirits and
wrapping up a safe and plentiful harvest season. I have been on
the job a little more than a month now and I’d just like to take a
moment to introduce myself to you, the farmers and ranchers of our
great state.
I was raised on a Century Farm in Morgan county and am a
graduate of the University of Missouri-Columbia. I earned a
master’s degree in range and wildlife from Texas Tech University.
Following graduate school, my wife Connie and I began raising
hogs, cattle and row crops. We now reside on our family farm in
Pettis county. Our two daughters are also involved in the agriculture
industry.
Prior to joining FSA, I served as Pettis County Eastern District
Commissioner for 6 years. I have also worked in commercial
excavation as a survey crew assistant, laborer and heavy
equipment operator. I have been active in Missouri Pork Producer’s
Association and served as Pettis County Farm Bureau President
and director for District 4 on the Missouri Farm Bureau State Board
of Directors.
In my first few weeks on the job, I have already visited several
counties, met with state and local staff as well as producers across
the state. I look forward to continuing this trend and learning from
you, our farmers and ranchers. If you haven’t been to your local
office recently, please stop by. Our staff stands ready to assist you

with farm records changes, acreage reporting, disaster assistance,
farm loan applications and much more.
As we close in on the holiday season, we wish everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving!
Sincerely,
Brent Hampy

Upcoming Enrollment Deadlines and Acreage Reporting
Dates
Farmers and ranchers with generic base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop year. Producers
with generic base acres have until Dec. 7, 2018, to allocate generic base acres, update yields,
make a program election for seed cotton base acres and enroll farms that formerly contained
generic base acres. The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period
will not be eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should
crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by
the program. Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018
enrollment period.
Producers are also reminded to visit their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report
by the applicable deadline.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Missouri:
December 15, 2018
January 2, 2019

Wheat and other fall-seeded grains
Honey

The sign-up period for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with
information and instructions provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to
producers of eligible commodities who have been significantly impacted by actions of foreign
governments resulting in the loss of traditional exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest
is complete, as payments will only be issued once production is reported.
For questions regarding crop certification or program enrollment, please contact your local FSA
office.

USDA Reminds Producers of Disaster Program Deadlines
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds Missouri producers
who experienced losses from natural disasters during the 2017 and 2018 calendar years that they
may be eligible for assistance through the Tree Assistance Program (TAP), Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and Livestock Indemnity Program
(LIP).

Tree Assistance Program (TAP):
TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines lost due to natural disasters. Payment eligibility is
triggered when a mortality loss in excess of 15 percent on a stand (adjusted for normal mortality)
occurs due to natural disaster.
In addition, up to $15 million is available to eligible pecan orchardists or pecan nursery tree growers
for certain mortality losses incurred during 2017. To be eligible, the grower must have suffered a
mortality loss on a stand in excess of 7.5 percent, but less than 15 percent, adjusted for normal
mortality from Jan. 1, 2017, through Dec. 31, 2017.
For 2017 and 2018 TAP losses, and 2017 Pecan TAP losses, growers have until the later of Dec. 3,
2018, or 90 calendar days after the disaster event or date when the loss of trees becomes apparent
to submit an application with supporting documentation.
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP):
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised
fish who have suffered losses due to an adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards,
disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered by other
disaster assistance programs.
For 2017 and 2018 ELAP, producers must file a notice of loss and application for payment at their
local FSA office by Dec. 3, 2018. for losses occurring from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2018.
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):
LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock owners or contract growers for livestock deaths in
excess of normal mortality, or injury resulting in reduced value, caused by an eligible loss condition.
For 2017 and 2018 LIP, a livestock owner or contract grower must file a notice of loss the later of 30
calendar days from when the loss of livestock is first apparent, or Dec. 3, 2018. For 2017 losses, a
livestock owner or contract grower must file an application for payment by Dec. 3, 2018. For 2018
losses, a livestock owner or contract grower must file an application for payment by, March 1, 2019.
Other Amendments to the 2014 Farm Bill by the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018
In February, the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 made several changes to FSA disaster programs.
This includes eliminating the $20 million fiscal year funding cap for ELAP, eliminating the $125,000
payment limitation for LIP for 2017 and future years and allowing producers to receive a payment
for injured livestock that are sold for a reduced price due to an eligible event.
As a result of these changes, starting June 4, producers were allowed to submit ELAP, LIP and LFP
applications for 2017 losses if they reached the payment limitation under the previous rules. The
application periods for these programs for the 2017 program year will close on Dec. 3, 2018.
Producers who already submitted applications and received decisions on their applications for these
years do not need to file again but can reapply if they have additional losses or their application or
notice of loss was denied because it was late filed.

Contact your local FSA office for program deadlines. For more information on FSA disaster
assistance programs or to find your local USDA Service Center, visit https://www.farmers.gov/.

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage
Changes to July 15
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial
forage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.
Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or
failed acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility.
Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:
•
•
•

the established acreage reporting date (July 15)
15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being
reported
the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period.

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County
Committee Elections
The 2018 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on Nov. 5, when ballots were
mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices is Dec. 3, 2018.
County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a
link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county
committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to
make decisions on commodity price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity
and disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees
operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws.
To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A
person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an
entire farm, may also be eligible to vote.
Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local USDA Service Center.
Dec. 3, 2018, is the last day for voters to submit ballots in person to local USDA Service Centers.
Ballots returned by mail must also be postmarked no later than Dec. 3. Newly elected committee
members will take office Jan. 1, 2019.
More information on county committees, such as the new 2018 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center.

Sign In/Sign Up
Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers doing
business as an individual can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market
Facilitation Program (MFP) and 2017 Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP) on
the secure and convenient www.farmers.gov. USDA eAuthentication does not have the mechanism
to issue login accounts to businesses, corporations, other entities, or for anyone acting on behalf of
another individual or entity. Producers, doing business as an individual, first need to sign up for
Level 2 eAuthentication access.
o
o

o
o

Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov
Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity
verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA
Service Center.
Step 3: Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account
linked with your USDA customer record
Step 4: You’re enrolled and ready to log in

Users with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID, linked to their USDA customer record, can apply for
select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy! Visit
farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more.
To locate a service center near you or use online services not requiring eAuthentication access, visit
www.farmers.gov. For technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642.

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.
Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term
of the loan.

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing
Acres Locator Tool
FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet is the "go to" online resource for agricultural
producers to list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay
and grazing acres.
If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise,
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay
Net advertisement as well.
A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website:

•
•
•
•

There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to
post an ad online.
Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.
Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.
Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and
remove ads you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate
advertisements on this site.

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise
make representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for
defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.
For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your
local FSA office. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early
The Farm Loan team in Missouri is already working on operating loans for spring 2019 so it is
important that potential borrowers submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The
farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.
FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans
can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring
inputs as well expenses throughout the year.
Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 to eligible
applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional operations, can be used
for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing equipment, and other
needs associated with a farming operation. The staff at your local FSA office can provide more
details on farm operating and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to beginning farmers
and members of underserved groups are a priority.
Other types of loans available include:
Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and
obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer
and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.
Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible
commodities, or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A
variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage
structures and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to
$500,000 per loan.
Please contact your local FSA office if you have questions about any of the loans available through
FSA.

Interest Rates and Dates to Remember

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

