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Trump Administration Appoints Brent 
Hampy to Serve as State Executive 
Director for USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
in Missouri  
The Trump Administration recently appointed Brent Hampy as the 
new State Executive Director for the USDA Missouri Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). Hampy joined the Missouri FSA team on Oct. 1. 

Hampy has extensive experience in production agriculture and 
public service. He has been a landowner since 1987 and has a row 
crop and cow-calf operation in Smithton, Missouri. Hampy has 
served as the Pettis County Commissioner since 2012 and was the 
chair of the Pioneer Trails Regional Planning Commission. He has 
served as a Missouri Farm Bureau State Board member since 2013 
and previously held county leadership positions with the Missouri 
Pork Producers Association. Hampy earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Wildlife Management from the University of Missouri and a 
Master of Science in Range and Wildlife Management from Texas 
Tech University. 

As State Executive Director, Hampy will use his leadership 
experience and knowledge of federal farm program legislation to 
oversee FSA programs in a customer-focused manner to ensure a 
safe, affordable, abundant and nutritious food supply for 
consumers. 
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Upcoming Acreage Reporting Deadlines 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Missouri: 

• November 15, 2018: Grass (hay and pasture) certification deadline for 2019 
• December 15, 2018: Wheat and other fall-seeded small grains 
• January 2, 2019: Honey 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of "cover only," "green manure," 
"left standing," or "seed," then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA 
office. 

 
USDA Issues Safety-Net and Conservation Payments to 
Missouri Farmers  
USDA Missouri Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that approximately $86 million will be paid 
to Missouri farms that enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
for 2017 market downturns. Additionally, Missouri FSA will distribute approximately $102 million in 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) rental payments to landowners for their commitment to 
conservation stewardship. 

PLC payments have triggered for 2017 barley, canola, corn, grain sorghum, wheat and other crops. 
In the next few months payments will be triggered for rice, chickpeas, sunflower seeds, flaxseed, 
mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, crambe, and sesame seed. Producers with bases enrolled in 
ARC for 2017 crops can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc for updated crop yields, prices, revenue and 
payment rates. In Missouri, 110 counties have experienced a drop in price and/or revenues below 
the benchmark price established by the ARC or PLC programs and will receive payments.  

ARC and PLC payments by county can vary because average county yields will differ. 

Also, USDA recently began issuing 2018 CRP payments to support voluntary conservation efforts 
on private lands. In Missouri, enrolled landowners will receive compensation for their efforts to 
improve water quality, reduce soil erosion and improve wildlife habitat. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


For more information about USDA programs or to locate the nearest USDA Service Center, visit 
www.farmers.gov.  

 
USDA Market Facilitation Program 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due 
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign up 
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide payments to corn, cotton, dairy, 
hog, sorghum, soybean, wheat, shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry producers. An 
announcement about further payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.   

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and instructions provided 
at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of eligible commodities who have 
been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional 
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued 
once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP 
rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the 
USDA.  

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet.  

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows: 

• A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities 
• A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs 
• A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and almonds 

Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of 
less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land 
and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

Expanded Hog Timeline 

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug. 1, 2018, date does not 
accurately represent the number of head of live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any 
date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018 that correctly reflects their actual operation. 

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be completed at a 
local FSA office or submitted electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or 
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 
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Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to 
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification 
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of 
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017, through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per 
certification scope. The application deadline for the 2018 program year is Oct. 31, 2018. 

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments 
and postage.  

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and 
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations. 

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply 
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized. 

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" 
and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a 
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Secure, Convenient Online Business Options  
Farmers, Ranchers and Foresters Encouraged to Sign-In/Sign-Up 

Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers in Missouri have new online options to access U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process producers 
can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) 
and 2017 Wildfires Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP) on the secure and 
convenient  https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in.  

MFP and 2017 WHIP are administered by FSA and are currently available on the 
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in. To apply and manage their applications online, producers first 
need to sign up for the Level 2 eAuthentication access.  Enrolling is a two-step process. For 
producers who do not already have an account can register for an account at www.eauth.usda.gov. 
After creating the account, customers receive a confirmation email with instructions for identity 
verification. Identity verification can be completed online or by presenting a government issued 
photo ID in person at a USDA service center.  

In addition to the programs available through the farmers.gov portal, other programs offered by FSA 
can be managed at the Online Services page with the same eAuthentication credentials. 

Individual producers have many options available for conducting business online with USDA 
agencies including FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Risk 
Management Agency (RMA). Online tools such as the NRCS Conservation Client Gateway offer 
customers added flexibility and a secure web portal to track payments, report completed practices, 
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request assistance, and sign documents. Level 2 eAuthentication access is not yet available for 
entities, but it is available for individuals. 

To learn more about conducting business with USDA online and to locate the nearest USDA service 
center, visit www.farmers.gov.  

 
Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth 
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.  

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 
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Interest Rates and Dates to Remember 

 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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